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VVittianm Bigcn, | 


Maior, together with His 
Brethren, and the teſt of the 


inhabirancs of the famous — 
town of Flmaeth. pron «ff 
Y ab ie 914], 


The beſt blefsings of this life, — 


audeverlaſting dlefleductic in are Pew rY 


the lite tocome. 
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T he Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 


|Lords day unto his Re- 
man people, a certain gli- 
ſtering, and glorious 
Roſetoſignifiethe Loxp]|. 
Jesus, whoin my text 
reſembleth himſelf to a 
Roſe molt faire and fra- 


grant. 
The conſideration |. 
whereof (1 confeſſe inge- 


niouſly) moved menot a 
littleto think more ſeri- 
ouſly of this moſt excel- 
lent compariſon, then e- 
ver I did before ; for a 
man (being a Miniſter )| 
cannot but treaſon thus 
with} 
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| The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
with himſelf : it he] 
whom we Proteſtants! 
judge to be againſt Chritt| 
| [take ittupon him thus ſo-} 
lemnly to put men in| 


mind of the LordChrift, 
by ſhewing unto them 
a Roſe emblematrzing 
Chriſt, how much more 
ſhould we Evangeclicall 
Teachers, who profeſſe 
our ſelves to be all for 
Chriſt, ſhew forthunto 
our Chriſtian people 
their Lord and. 


Chriſt, not onely ancea| 


yeer, .as he his Golden 
| A4 Rok, 
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| The Epiftle Dedicatory. 
_ [Roſebutasmuchaspoſ- 
fibly we can, by our of- 
ten preaching, and pub- 
liſhing . the Goſpel of 
Chriſt (that moſt fveet 
and redolent Roſe of Sha- 
ron) whereby we may| 
hope to do infinitely 
more good unto. Gods 
Orthodoxe people, then 
he by ſhewing a Roſe 
artificiallunto his ſuper- 
ſtittous Romans. LM 
For the* matter of that 
Roſe is but, | 
1. Gold. 
2. Musk. 


3. Bal. 
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| The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
3, Balfame. © -. 3 
But the matter of the 
( which he 
preachethnot)is* Chriſt 
himſelf the Roſeceleſti- 
all which 1s more pre-. 
caous then Gold, :more| 
fragrant then Musk;, and 
more medicinall - then 
Balſame; as 1 have endea- 


as' evidently 'and/ man1- 
teſtly as I could 'ir-this 
Treatiſe, whichthrough 


beenanimated topubliſh, 


p< now am bold:o tend--: | 


er} 
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voured tomakeit appear, |: 


importunity ) 'I have| 
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| The Epi Dans, 
erunto you firſt, becauſe 


firit (in your own Paro- 
chiall Temple the laſt 
Winter) of this moſt de- 
licious Roſe, which 1s 
Chriſt himſelf bleſſed 
forever. | 
To fay no more now 


becauſe I affect brevity 


in a Preface, I ſhall but 
crave the good bleſsing 


my poor indeavours,that 
they may proveas bene- 
[facial] unto you, as my 


of the ſaid Roſe it ſelf, 


you heard me: preach] | 


of our good God upon| 


| 


enlarged 


The Epifile Dedicatory. 
enlarged heart towards 


ou, my molt reſpected, 
ſeinde, and loving neigh- 
bours, doth deſire it. 


Yours in Chriſt, 


| 


; 


To my ds \relpected ant 


|: deercly beloved friends, The 
Sp Inhabitants of the town. | 
[. $ 'of Stonehouſe. | 

| 


{Giace, Mercy, Peace and com-| 
1... 'fort "from Jeſus Chriſt the moſt 
preciousand comfortable 

Roſe of Sharon. 


o Fm 2 


F< 5 Ecing it. hath pleaſed 
by a the-Lord Chriſt firſt: 
SJ to move me to ſelect 
7 this lubjc&, and to! 
ſpend my Medirations pon ir, | 
[and good Chriſtians next again! q 
and again to deſire it, while I. 
was yetteaching of it, before I 
could foifh-it , char ir mighc be; 
copicd our, and communicated| 
unto themſelves and others, I 
could not well with a ſafe con- 


wcieh ſcience 


*Prov.11, 


| The Bpiftle Dedicatory. — 


ſcience detaine is. For if he that 
reſerves corn and will not ſpare 
itto thoſethat need it, be lyable 
toa®curſe. I might juſtly feare 
leſt I alſo keeping back the ſpi-| 
rituall food of the ſoul-fatring 
word of God , when it is thus 
earneſtly craved, ſhould incurre 
the ſame horrible danger of be- 
ing accurſed. Better it was ther- 


-\fore and ſafer for tme'to expoſe 


'my ſelf to a cenfure (which he- 
ing a ſtranger and moſt inſuth- 
cients cannot weltavoyd)then 


{toacurſe..  -- ? 
' _ And- now for as muchas 
{thoſe hungry fouls have moved 


me at laſtto imparrtiit,as not da- 


[ring: to deny it,1 could do no 


leſte-then expreſſe my ſingular 


care for you, and great love, 


| * be Bpiſble Dedicatory. 
which I beare towards you, by 


| {paring che/ lame {pirituall ali- 
|-monieunto you in ſpecjall, and 
| making you partners with 


thoſe, who were ſeryed firſt be- 


{cauſe they came firſt, and heard 
| me firſt, when 1 diftribured and 


dividedthe word of truth firſt, 
touching, that moſt ſweet and 


medicinall Roſs of Sharon Chriſt 


| Teſw bleſſed for eyer. 
| Nor may-you be offended wy 


me for\ making | yob partners! 
gncly,and not ſole ovyners, for. 


| havingas:tmuch as they. - 


beeneloſed, as garden Roſes are 
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- 1, Youlooſe nothing by that, 


| - - 2: Befides that ſweet Role, of 
[che which Itreat here, is aRoſe 
of che field, and not of a gar- 

| den, atd therefore ought notes 


and 


| Theapfe? Dileary, 
and reſerved. 'by:a few 35 bur ra- 
ther|as+common- be' iraparted 
[unto trany;! And cherefine it's 
my heartie”yote, and the thirſt- 
ing defire-6f my ſoul}, that nor 
you ohely , andthiofe ro whom 
1 dedicare this :bookas joytt- 
parnets'with yow,” buralſo all 
others-,7that ſhall reade its may 
take andiown: that moſt weed- 
full and -wholfommeldpirituall 


[food;'che preaching Fficane of 
| Chriſti thee ſovect= Boſtof Sh4- 
|ro#;: and'moſt nutritive bread 
\fof Life tio in theſe Sermons 
 tmade pablike for The good of 
lallis profered: androndered ur un- 
: toalk *: Soft 30.002 bg 


T— 
||| LELE: 


aa. 


"> . 


THE 


EXCELLNCY OF 
CHRIST, 
THE ROSE OF 
SHARON. 


SECT. I. 


That Chriſt is like a Roſe in Sharon 
field, Cant. 2. 1. 


[17 am the Roſe of Sharon. ] 


FO Have beene long enamored 
YallX% | wich this moſt fragrant and 
3) (&F Prectous Scripture, behol- 
24s divg init amore then ordi. 


29282 | 


|: 


nary beauty and ſhining eminencie, & 
now my love breaketh out by this my 
choice,becauſe I was not able to keepe 
B it 
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| The excellency of (ori, 


it in any longer, and I doe wiſh from 


|the very bottome of my heart, that 


you alſo, my dearely beloved , may 


affe& the ſame : True it is, that car-}ſ} 
nall love cannot endure a corrivall,and | 
tcllow-lover, but che love wherewith |}. 


I love this rext is of another nature, 
ſpirituall, and not carrall, and there- 
fore as Moſes ſaid once upon another 
occaſion, when Eldad and Mecdad pro- 
pheficd in the Campe, & 7oſuacnvied 
at them for Moſes ſake, would ro God 
that all the Lords people were Pro- 
phers, Numb. 11.27, 28, 29. ſo ſayl, 
would to God that all this people may 
not onely love this text with me, but 
alſo may chuſe and love him who is 
encloſed in it, even Chriſt Teſus him- 
ſelfe, who as hee ſhincth with uncon- 
ceivable ſpendor above the bright- 
nefſe of the ſunne it ſelfe in heaven a- 
bove, ſo likewiſe doth he even ſpread 


and dart forth ſome rayes of his glori. | 


ous beauty heere below in the moſt 
delicious garden of my text, where| 
his moſt amiableperſon is moſt aptly 
aſſimilated to a roſe faire and addy, 

by 
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| or the 'Rose of S haron. 
by this moſt ſweer expreſſion, I am 
the roſe of Sharon. 

This whole ſong, whereof theſe 
words are but a little pcece, is tran- 
ſcendental and myſtical},compoſed by 
Salomon the wiſeſt King ( ſo honored 
and titled by the ſpiric of God ) and 
moſt * aptly placed after the Proverbs 
and Eccleſsaſtes, for whereas in the 
Proverbs there is ſet forth and preſſed 
the morall life of man, and in Eccleſi- 
aſtes the life naturall, ſubje to vanicy, 
the conſideration whereof may aptly 
moove a man to the life morall : here 
in this love-ſong is expreſſed the life 
contemplative, for the which Eccleſs- 


life, the vanity of the life naturall, and 
by that meanes weaning anduivorcing 
mans affeRion from terreſtrialls , ma- 
keth way ina myſterie; foras much as 
none is fit for contemplation, untill 
| his mind be taken off from earthlineſſe 
and convinced of that nothingneſſe, 
which is in all things created und, 

ſunne. The matter of contemplation 
therin contained is Connubiall,touch- 
| _— ing 


aſtes unvailing and repreſenting to the | 


erthe | 


a Nec vyd- 
car mys fe- 
rio quod 
liber kic 
ternus po- 
nitur in 
operibus | ; 
Solomoni, 
&e.Grep. 
in proleg. | 
[uper.cant | 


—— 
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has. ud 


mer At e4. we. 


bow.z. in 
Cant, 


cVocatur 


quia eſt. 
omnibus 
canticis 
ſublimiugs, 
G regore 


The OC= 
calion of 
theſe 
words. 


tia bonis 
Jreferta 0- 
peribus. | 
Bern. 

e Ad hoe 
reſpicere 


| /pon/ade 
ſpa-ſis 

efulum 
Aloribus 
COmmen« 
dat. &c. 
, Bern, fer, 
' /147+ſtper. 

if | Cant. in 
Loc. 


þ EY 


al 


b Origen. 


enim ideo 
Canticum, 


dConſcien- 


/ | puro quod 


| 


The exellency of Chriſt, 


ing the myſticall union and communi- 

on between Chriſt the Celeſtial bride- 

groome and rhe Church his ſpoule, 

{er forth in a ® dramaticall ſtile ſo ſub. 

lime and elegant, as that the whole 
treatiſe might well be ſtiled The © ſong 
of ſongs which is Salomons, who was a 
King of Kings, as being more excel-- 
lent then all Kings, and moſt able to 
compile a canticle more high and lof- 
ty then all other ordinary canticles,by 

reaſon of his moſt excellent wiſcdom. 

The occaſion of the words, which (be- 
ing the firſt peece of the firſt mE5er of 
the former part of this bipartite Chap- 
ter, containing a mutuallcommendati 

on, inthe r, 2, 3 verſes ) I have fingled 
out from among the reſt, you may ob- ? 
ſerve in the precedent chaprer, verſe 
16. where the ſpouſe of Chrilt having 
obtained herbeloveds preſence, 12,13, 
14.uttereth theſe words, Alſo our 
bed is greene, 4 beſtrawed as it were 
with flowers of grace; for anſwere 
whereunto, ©as S. Bernard aptly con- 
ceives, Chriſt heere takes her off from 
all ſelfe conceitedneſle , ſaying F aw 


the 


h— 


of 
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| - or the Roxe of Sharon. 
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__ 


the Roſe of Sharon, aSif he ſhould ſay : 
But thinke not, O my fiſter, and deare 
ſpouſe,that ſuch lowers of gracegrow 
in natures garden, arrogating them un- 
to thy ſelfe. No, but know thart all 
that ſhining beauty and raviſhing ex- 
cellency, wherewith thou ſayeſt and 
ſeeſt thar thy bed,or heart is crowned, 
is of mee, F am the Roſe of Sharon, in 
which words, two things are mainely 
conſiderable, r. Their nature. 2. Their 
parts. For the firſt, yon ſee that for 
their Nature they are comparative,for 
Chriſt compareth himſclfe to a Roſe, 
and therefore wee will terme ita com- 
pariſon, and ſuch a one, as Logicians 
call contraed, as being moft breife, 
without any large deduRion after the 
manner of plenaric reſemblances ſo 
called. 

2, And it conſiſts of two parts, or 
termes, as they termethe parts of a 
compariſon. The firſtterme is a pers 
ſon, which is herecompared.Second- 
ly, a thing, unto which the perſon is" 
reſembled. 

x. The perſon compared is imply- 

B 3 ed 


| The excellency of C brift, | 


| ed in the pronowne I, thart is, I Chriſt, | 
- Origen. | and not the Church as moſt * inter- 
#97. 34 | preters newand old doe herein unani- 
. Cant T be + . 

»dor. in mouſly agree , and that rightly, for 
.'os. Fern. | modeſty will not ſuffer a meere man 
1 iz | rocall himſclfe thus, the Roſe of Sha- 
oc. Thom- | you. Trac it is, that the ſpoule is cal- 
ſon mls. | 14 1 lillie,as Chriſt in this ſame verſe, 
| but ſhe doth not call her ſelfe ſo: for 
Chriſt himſelfe puts that ſtile upon 
her. Not 1, is amore fitter ſpeech for 
a finfull man in a matter of praiſe and 
commendation, Gal. 2. 20. and there- 


fore let Chriſt, whois God and man, 
and whoſe name is 1 am, bes the I 


> —— crc - 


| heere, 

+ So 2. The thing unto which Chriſt 
| compareth himſelfe, is a Roſe of Sha- 
ron] where firſt ewo things are ro bee 


underſtood, Secondly, two things are 
expreſſed. 'For the 1. the two tobe 

underſtoodare. x. Am. 2. like. 
1, Am, which being omitted in the 
originall, muſt neceſſarily bee under- 
| ſtood, becauſe Chriſt not onely was, 
| and will be, but alſo in very deede is 
| ſucha role, for the originall is indefi- 
nite | 


LR —— 


or the Rove of Sharon. 


nie, ſee Revel. 1.8, 7 am Alpha and 0- 
mega, the beginning and the ending, ſaith 
the Lord, which 1s, and which was, and 
which is to come. 

2. Like] J am like a roſe: for wee 


muſt not thinke that Chriſt properly | 


isa roſe, tading and corruptible. No 
but onely reſpeRively or compara- 
uyely,wherfore I ſaid that this ſpeech 
is a compariſon contracted, or tacite, 


ted, - 
Secondly, the two things expreſſed 
come next to be viewed, namcly, 

1. The quid or ſubſtance, unto 
which Chrilt is reſembled; 

2. The quale, or qualitie of thar 
ſubſtance. F* « 

Firſt the ſubſtanceis a Roſe, or a 
flower; for the 8 originall ſignifieth 
both, and therefore Saint Hierom and 


thereſt of the Latine Fathers, 8 ſoine | 


h moderne tranſlators doe ſo tranſlate 
it, amthe flower, which not withſtan- 


| ding I muſt rg!l you, that I for my ou 
I- 


like your Engliſh tranſlation farre 
ter, as becing farre more fignificant 8& 
.cmpha- 


becauſe the note of tmilitude is omit- 
| 


mYxaNg 


h Luther 
in Bibl. 
Germ, 

So Treme- 
lius like. 
wiſcren. 
ders the 


—- 


2, ——_— 
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I Hierom. 


m Thom- ; 
ſon in Los. 


{firme that for ſome other very preg- 
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emphaticall then the other, yea com- 
prizing and encloſing the other'too, 
for every role is a lower, whereas e- 
very flower is not a roſe. 

2. For qualitie, this roſe is ſaid to 
beea roſe of Sharon or the ficld or 
plaine, or of a field called Sharos, for 
the i originall beares all theſe fignift- 
cations. y 

1. Of the field or plaine] whereby 
& Origex underſtands the Fewes, whom 
God by his Prophets did husband, 
like a field, but others more aptly af- 


nant conſiderations, which ſhall bee 
hereafcer declared, mention is made 
of the field. 2 of Sharon a ſpeciall field 


|borine mount and the lake of 'Tyberias, 


'T Def. | 


or region ! ſituated betweene the Ta- 


and extending it ſelfe from Ceſareato 
Foppa, mentioned 1 Chron, 27. 29. 
Pſay 33. 9. a field in which the ® fai- 
reſt and moſt fragrant roſes were wont 
to grow, unto which Chriſt is pleaſed 
to ueſemble himſelfe, for ſuch reaſons 
aSare to bee given hereafter. 

Hence then ſprings up this faire and 


DIGnn_— HWY — i 


cordiall 


— 


| Or the Roſe of Sharon. al 


m-l | cordiall flower, our of the moſt deli- 


cious garden of my text, I meane this 
Do&rine, 

Chriſt Jeſus our Saviour is moſt like 
wnto a zoodly ® roſe in Sharon field, 

For the proſecution of which point 
I will firſt produce ſundry grounds 
and reaſons of ir; 

2. Propound and reſolve ſome ne- 
ceſſary Queries. 

3- Prefle home divers profitable 
uſes. 

For the firſt, I afftirme that Chriſt is 
1,Moſt like unto a Roſe, partly by reaſon, 

I. Ofthoſe ſecret vertues which are 
in him, like unto thoſe of a Role, as is 
robe ſhewed hereafter. 

IT. By reaſon of his blood- ſhed, 
which makes him as red as a Roſe, ſee 
Eſay 63.2. mherefore art thou red in thine 
apparell, and Revy 19.13. Andhee was 
cloathed with a veſture dipt in bloud. 

III. By reaſon of his fragrancie,Pſal. 
F. 8, 
l 2, Hee isnot onely like a roſe, but 
like a roſe in the field, 
I. Becauſe he ſuffered in the » field, 


5 
— 
- 


with- 


9 | : 
n Vnder- 
ſtand a red 
double 
roſe,as be- 
ing moſt 
faire and 
uſefull, & 
ſo more 
ſignificant 
then a 
common 
field roſe, 
for ' ſuch 
double ro- 
ſes and the 
faireſt in» 
deede did' 
grow its | 
that field | 
as Authors 
write, | 
IT Pr oſe fa 
cHtion, 

1 Branch 
1.Reaſon 
2.Reaſon 


I 


3eReaſon 


2 Branch 
1 Reaſon | 
0 Heb. 13, 


43: 


Ns” EE Cn 


2. 


3». 
| p Bernard 
in Loc, 


3 Branch 
I. Reaſon 


10 | "The excellency of Chrift, 


without the gate, that he might be the 
patterne of ſufferours uſually dying in 
the neld, even as hee is the glory of tri- 
umphers. 

2. Becauſe hee is an open Saviour 


[bringing common ſalvation,Fude 3. 


3. Chriſt compares himſelfe to a 
roſe of the field as » one faith, to call 
forth his ſpouſe out of her bed of eaſe 
into the field ro fight, 

3. He is like aroſe in Sharon field. 

x. By reaſon of his cxcellencie in ge- 
nerall, for there the moſt excellent 
roſes did grow, ſee Cant. 1.10. 

2. By reaſon of his ſurpaſſing plea- 
ſantneſle in ſpeciall, Can. 5. 16. 

3. Becauſ hee is ſprung up out of 
the moſt fervent 41love of God, as the 
roſes of Sharonſpring out of the hotteſt 
ſoyle. 

If you aske mee' whether God the 
Father and God the Holy Ghoſt may 
not alſo be ſaid to be like aroſe in Sha- 
ron field. 

I anſwer , firſt in ſome ſence they 
may be ſo reſembled, as namely ; they 


_— theſe 


bealike faire & fragrant withChriſt; for 


4. 4 Mit. At. 


or the Roxe of $ haron. 


theſe three are one ſaith Saint Toby, 1 a 
5- 7. © One in Eſſence,and one in Artri- 
bures, and therefore as the one is all 
faire, ſo the other two perſons muſt 
needes be [o too. 

2. Burt ina ſtricter ſence, as Chriſt is 
like a Roſe in regard of his bloudſhed, 
ſo he isthe Roſe of Sharon ſingulariter 
& proprie, that is, fingularly and pro- 


perly : for onely Chriſt who is the 


word incarnate ſhed his bloud, and in 
thatreſpedt is as red as a Roſe, Reve, 
19. 13, 

2. If you demand whether a true be- 
leever may not alſo bee ſaid to bee like 
{ucha Roſe ? 

I anſwer , that derivedly and re. 
ſpeRively hee is a Roſe likewiſe , and 
may bee called ſo, as beeing all faire, 
Cant. 4. 7. but not ſuch a Roſe as 
Chriſt, who primarily, peculiarly, ori- 
ginally , and tranſcendently is onely 


| [ſuch aRoſe of Sharon, yeathe Roſe 


indeede, as being infinitely fairer then 
the ſonnes of men, Pſal. 45.2. And ha. 
ving troden the winepreſſe of Gods wrath 


alone, 


lecond perſon in the Trinitie called the | 


= 
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troden the winepreſſe alone, and of the 
people there was none with me , the oti- 
ginall is more empharicall, for therein 
Chriſt ſpeakes of more then one people, 
in the plurall chat not one man among 
all people did helpe him, leaſt men 
ſhould conſtrue his words againſt his 
meaning, as if hee did onely ſpeake of 
the Jewiſh people, which did crucifie 
him, and therefore were rather agents 
againſt him then patients with him, 
ſo that Pſellus and Lyra underſtanding 
the Church by this Roſe of Sharon 
muſt needs be miſtaken, 


alone, as it 1s written Eſay 63. 3. I have| 


_ 
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or the Roxe of Sharon. 


SECT. 2. 


of Chriſts faireneſſe, uſefuleſſe, De- 


| hs application. Now as Roſes 
and flowers are good for the head, 
for the braine, for the heart, and for 
many things: ſo is the Roſe-like Do- 
arine or flower which this next affords 
good and uſeful! 

1, For the underſtanding of man to 
informe it. 

2. For the conſcience to ſatisfie and 
tO CONVINCE It. . 

3. For the affction or heart to 
moove ir. 

4+. Forthe will to incline it. 


of theſe in order. 


Firſt, it is uſcfull for the underſtan- 
ding to helpe it, andto informe it, and 
that of 3. things. | 

I. Of Chriſts faireneſle ; 2. uſcful- 
neſſe ; 3. deſirableneſle. | 


3 


cation, 


of this 
poyrt. 


Uſe I, 


1. Ibe-| 


3. Proſe- 
The ap» | 


plication 


| 


— 


Chriſt 
faireneſſe 


tYnde Ro- 
Gott * 
Propter 
pulcbritu. 
dinem & 
ſuayem 0. 
dorem ye 
neri ſaeva 


fuit (ale- 


pin. 
T bomſon 
1 #n loc. 


u Palcher 
\ <4dmodum 
fuiſt i, 


4 
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" Firſtl beginne with the firſt of theſe, 
to informe you of Chriſts admirable 


pares himſclferoa Roſe, which is one 
of the * faireſt lowers among all flow- 
ers, yea to 4 Roſe of Sharon , which of 
all roſes are held to bee the moſt faire 
and fragrant, by reaſon of the ſunne | 
which thinecth ſo much upon that| 
ſoile, and heateth it, and maketh the | 
roles proſper as Authors write of ir, | 
ſee Pſal. 45. 2. How David in that 

ſong of loves ( for ſo that Pſalme is in- 

titled ) ſers forth the beauty of this 

{weeteſt roſe, ſaying thou art fairer 

then all the children of men , * yeathou 
art exceedingly fairer then the chil-/ 
dren of men. For the originall impor- 
teth ſo much and more too ; even 
morethen I am able to expreſle, for af- 
much as the Holy Ghoſt doth even} 
ingeminare the ordinarie word heere, | 
ſpeaking of a more then ordinary- 
beauty to make ir more ſignificant, 
and it muſt needs bee ſo, whether wee | 
doerefle@the eyes of the minde upon 


his De:ty, or upon his Humanity. 
L.To 


faireneſſe, foraſmuch as himſelfe com. 
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I. To beginne with his Dezty, how 
can hee bur bce fairer then all the chil- 
m.-} dren ofmen, who is not onely a ſonne 
neY] of man, bur alſo the natucall ſonne of 
w- | God, even God of God, andcoequall 
of Ei with God his father, who as God 
re $| himſelfe maketh all men, and all 
nc | chings faire that are faire; for the ſons 
at || of men,and therefore muſt needs be in- 
he |} finitly fairer then all ; for it is a true 
ir, || ground in Philoſophie that chat thing 


at || tor whoſe fake an other thing is thus | 


n- |; qualified or ſuchand ſuch, muſt needs 
is ||ſ| be moreſuch , and more ſo qualified, 
er ||| {0 as that we may truely ſay of Chriſt 
u || that ſweetſt roſe of Sharon; thar hee is 
|- [not onely fairer then all men but even 
r- || Beauty it ſclfe. 

N Il. As man ſo he is moſt faire, firſt 
ſ- || inregard of his ſoule, Col. 2. 9. for in 
n ||{ -im dwelleth all the fulneſſe of the God- 
| headbedily, ſo that needyhe muſt bee 
'-|{|* void of finne and full of grace and 
t, |} therefore all faire, 


nj of men in reſpeR of the exact beauti- 
| fulneſſeand comly lincaments _ 
0 O- 


Cc IIL.: Chriſt is fairer then all the ſons - 


x Durand. 
Rat. Div. 
offic. l. 6: 
f. 206. | 
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body, whether wee looke upon ir as it 
was in the ſtate of - humiliation, or as 
now is inthe ſtate of exaltation. 

Firſt inthe ſtate of humiliation :forall 
deformities of the body proccede ori- 
ginally from enormities of the ſaule, & 


therefore Chriſt being excmped from| 


theone,muſt needs be far too from the 
other, as in his minde ſo in his-body, 
whoſe glorious & moſt excellent beau- 
ty even? Leatulus a Roma inhis Epiſtle 
to Tiberius the Romane Emperony de- 


{criberh afcer his manner; that hee was | 


aman goodly to behold, having a re- 
verent countenance, his: ſtature ſome 
what tall; his haie after the colour 


of the ripe hazelnut, from his cares} 
downeward ſomewhat curled, parting: 


it (c1fe in the middeſt of the head, and 
waving with the winde, after the man- 
ner of the Nazarites, his face without 
wrincle mixed with moderate red ; his 
beard ſomewhat copious, tender, and 
divided at the chin ; his eyes gray,vari- 
ous & cleere; but what need we goe {0 
farre asto alledge the Roman writers, 
having a farre more ample and _ 

C. 
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or the Roſe of Sharon. 
deſcription of Chrifts moſt admirabſe 


beauty nearer home,evenin this ſame 
ſweeteſt love-Song, out of which my 
text istaken, the words are theſe. My 
beloved i white and ruddy , the chiefeſt 
among ten thouſand ; his head is 4s the 
moſt fine gold , his locks are buſhie and 
blacke as araven , his ties are as the eres 
of dowves by the river of water waſhed 
wi th milke, and fitly ſet , hu cheekes are 
45a bed of ſpices, as ſweet flowers ,, his 


with the peryll ; his belly is as bright 
yvory overlaid with ſaphires ; his legs are 
as pillars of marble (et npon” ſackets of 
fine gold ,, his countenance is as Lebanon, 
486. = as the Cedars , his month is moſt 
weet, yea he is altogether lovely. This i 
my beloved, and this is my friend O daugh- 
ters of Teruſalem. Now I am not igno- 
rant of that ſenſe which ſome pur up- 
dn theſe words, underſtanding them 


lips like Lillies, dropping ſweet ſmelling | 
Bmyrrhe ; his hands are 4 —_— ſet 


7 


I And ther- 
fore I doe 
ſa expound 
it in the 
frlt ler or 
impedimer, 
that keeps 
men from 
Chriſt, 
where this 


| ege of Chrifts ſpirituall andtn- 

ward beauty, and I doe willtngly al- 

nt unto them in this, that that faire- 
fe is *chiefly meant: But yertI hope 
C I 


ſcriprion 1s 
largely 


pencd, 
$cf44.1 T, 


tf 


whole dc. þ 


aTot:3 ipſe 
Wa, 17; KIit- 
wolum Ate 
laffabils & 
& 6dr av ks, 


T om ia ve; 


13. 
So Chyſ in 
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[ ſhall be ſuffered roextend the large- 
nefle of ſo rare 'an exprefſion to h 
bodyalſo in ſome ſort, even fo fave 
forthas ro conceivethat his body alk 
muſt needs be paſhing faire, as we 
as his ſoule, even by vecue of this de- 
ſcription, which his faire Spouſe en; 
with this Epiphonema ; or ſententious 
clole: Hee is altogether lovely , or 
throughout and wholly lovely, or de- 
letable, forſomuch the * original 
doth more ſignificantly import; he is 
throughout and wholly lovely faith 
ſhe, whereuponit followeth neceflari- 
ly,that his body muſt be fo lovely too: 
tor elſe it cannot be faid that he i; 
| wholly lovely , and throughout dele- 
fable ; and hence it is,as I conceive, 
that Tremellizs who hath been, a Jew 
converted, being moſt expert jn the 
_—_ language doth underitand |many 
paſſages in chis deſcription literally, 
and not he only, but others alſo, whe 
yerin many things are very myſticall, 

If itbe objected that in Eſa. 53.23 
heis ſaid to have neither forme, no 
beauty. 


] 
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I anſwer firſt with Saint H:ierome, 
chat the Prophet ſpeaks ſo of Chriſt, 
as he was abaſed and abuſed upon the 
crofſe,and before, when P:/at brought 
him forth, and uttered theſe a__ x 
Ecce homo, Behold a man ; and Iadde, 
that in regard of ſome he is ſaid to 
have no forme, becauſe they then 
could not, nor would not ſee any ſuch 


O 
de-ſſ| beauty in him ; for otherwiſe the gad- 
nalf | ly ſee comlinefle enough in him, as I 
e is |noted before out of the 45. Pſal. 2. 
ithÞ} | Thow art fairer then the children of men, 
ri-f | on which words one of the 4 ancient 


paraphraſts moſt ſweetly : Y ts #5 who 
beleeve, the heavenly bridegraome ſeems 
to be every way moſt faire ; faire in hea- 
ven, faire on earth, faire in the wombe, 
faire in his mothers armes, faire in his 
miracles, faire in his ſtripes,faire upon his 
croſſe, faire in his very grave. » 

2. Buteſpecially in the ſtate of Zx- 
altation, his body muſt needs be fairer 
then th< ſons of men : for it the face of 


Moſes did ſbine ſo, after he had been | 


b Tbeadoter. 


ia text. 


c Hieron, 
Epiſt ad 
P:3.cip, 


d Augiinle, 


with God upon the mount, where no- 
thing bur lighrening and thundering 
| C 2 


was 


EI 
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wasto be expected, how muſt needs pl 


the precious body of the ſon of God 
now ſhine with incomprehenſible 
ſplendor, being next to Gods owne 
right hand in that holy hill above, 
where there is nothing but light; and 
blifle,brightneſle, and bleſſednefle to 
be enjoyed forcverandever.See Phil, 
2.20, How therefore that holy anc 
bleſſed Apoftle cals his body « gleri. 
ous body, * or, a body of his glory, which 
is more, accordipg tothe originall, as 
if he ſhould ſay, a body all full, or 
made of glory ; and of his glory, 
which is the glory of the only begot- 
ren ſon of God, whoſe bright-ſhinin 

Deity doth ſo illuſtrate, clarie, an 

glorifie all his body, as that every part 
and memberof it muſt needs be infi- 
nitely more reſplendent and bright 
then that of the ſun, which yet is farre 
more gliſtering and glorious then the 
burniſhed gold of Ophir ; And there- 
tore,O my ſoule,doe thouelevate and 
lifrup thy ſelfe above thy ſelfe, and 
conſider this raviſhing and tranſcen- 
dent beauty of thy moſt deare and 
glorious 
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glorious Saviour, ſo as that no crea- 
rodEtureunder the ſun may be fairer and 
ble dearer inthine cies then he, who is 
oe fairer then all. 

el 2. Thisinformes us of Chrifts uſe- 
odFf fulneſſe. Secing he compares himlelte 
 toffl to 4. Roſe, which how uſetull and me- 
11 © dicinall it is all men know in ſome 
indy fort , but Phyſicians, and ſuch as have 
ri. any skill io berbs know it in an eſpeci- 
chF all manner. There is ſcarce any herb 
| or flower to be named, which forits 
vertue and uſefulneſſe *goes beyond 
it, Now Chriſt is like it, as he faith 
himſelfe, yea tranſcendently more 
medicinall and oſefultthen it : For he 
can heale all our inward and outward, 
ſpirituall and corporall diſeaſes, Pſal. 
103. when Roſes though never ſo 
faire and good, yet cannot cure ſo 
muchas one fin, which isa moſt dan. 
gerous gangrene and leprofie of the 
poore ſoule, And thegefore O that 
the beſotted ſoules en were but 


mable good,as is to be had in fo p_ 
ous a Roſe, as Jeſus Chrift is, bleſſed 
Rho C 3 for 


ſenſible of ſo great a worth and inefti-| _ 


The ſecond 
thing, 


Pety. Andy, 
Matth Lt. 
Dieſe 6.112. 
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for ever 1 and 6 that they did but 
weighit, and firmely beleeveit ; for 
thenthey could not, nor would neg-| 
let ſo great ſalvation. 

And muſt not Chriſt be very de- 
ſirable, ſeeing hecompareth himſelfe 
ro a Roſe(which is as deſirable a flower 
as any )both for her fairenefſe,and uſe. 
fulnefſe formerly mentioned. See 
lohn 1.47. how defirous therefore Na- 
thaniell was toſee him ; and Lnke. rg. 4. 
how Zacheus climbed upon atree to 
looke downe upon him that was high- 
erthen the heavens , and it was the 
chiefeft of Saint Auftines three wiſhes, 
that he might have ſeen Chrift in the 
fleſh, whom he now beholdeth in glo- 
ry. And therefore, Othat men were 
but wiſe,and had eyes to ſce,andeares 
to heare ! for then would they reſort, 
and flocke from all parts ro eſs 
Chriſt the roſe of Sharon, to heare his 
voice with gladnefle, and to ſee his 
faireneſſe,and to taſte of his goodnes; 
| yea then would they out of fome cx- 

_ doubtleſs ſay with hisfairc 
pouſe, Cant.5.16, His month is moſt 


_ ſweet, 
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SECT. 3. 


Satisfattion for the Conſciences of 
Chriſts people. 


1. [be faire flower, and moſt 
uſefull point is good for the 
conſcience two wayes, 

1. Itwill ſerve to ſatisfie the Con- 
{ſcience of thoſe men who would faine 
know whether Chriſt is in them or ns : 
For they may know it now by ſuch 
marks and fignes as may be derived 
from this preſent compariſon; our 
Saviour you ſee affimilates and re- 
ſembles himſclfeto 4 7reſe , and there- 
fore, 

I. Thoſe that are inhabited by Je- 
ſus Chrift, may know it by the mighti- 


they will purge and cleanſe the body, 


w hn Al. FF” 2 


you know ; much more doth Chritt 
C 4 the 


weet,yea he 15 altogether lovel * or deſp- bs 
ſmee),ye Ls ) 


neſse of his purging Yertne, If one take | - 
bur fading Damask-Roſes conſerved, |. 


hd Whickis 
alſo a part 
of the un- 
der{tanding 
Tbo.Aqu, 
104 79.4.1. 
1. 1his 
ſerves to 
Garisfic the 
conſcience, 
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the ſoule, that moſt medicinall Roſe} 
of Sharon, whoſe words falling from 
him like leaves of Roſes, and being | 
taken inwardly,did once ſo purifie his 
beſt beloved diſciple, as that nothing 
in this whole world could make them ' 
cleaner ; for ſo ſaith Chriſt himſelfe, 
lohn 15.3. Now ye are cleane thraugh the 
word which I have ſpoken unto you ; and 
hence is that Apoftolicall concluſion, 
Gal. 5.24. Audihey that are Chriſts have 
crucified the fleſh with the affeitions and | 
luſts thereof. 

ButI now not what here will be ob- 
jected by aſcrupulous Chriſtian, ſay-|j | 
ing, Then I feare that I am none © 
Chrifts, becauſe I am not abletoſay 
'|fo, thatI am thus cleanſed, and that I 
have thus crucified the fleſh ; for as 
much as I am fo peftered (till with 
abundance of filthy and corrupt hu-| 
mors, which ſeem even to fill up my} 
poore ſoule, yea and breake out now 
and then in my life and converſation | 
to my contufion, | 
For Anſwer, whereuntoI muſttell 
you, that when we affirmethat __ 

Ot 
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'doth purge out fin, and that they that 
are Chriſts have crucified the fleſh. 
|We muſt not be ſo underſtood, as if 
| Chrift did take away fin quzre, and that 
they that are his, are without ſin, No, | 110bn1.3. 
| for if we ſay we have no ſin, we deceive 
our ſelves,and the truth i not in ws,ſaith 
'S.John, and he that thinketh he liveth 
without ſin,doth nat avoid ſin,but rather 
| excludes all pardon, faith S. Auſtin;and 
[you know your fſelyzs how between 
| the very rocks ſome weeds do uſually 
; grow aud ſpring up, which may teach 'i 4g 114. 
us, that though a man bein the rocke 594 cv. 
Chriſt, andChriſtin him, yerſome. ” 
| weeds of fin may illbe ſeenin his lite | 
and converſation, as Pasl teſtifies of 
himſelfe, that even inthe eſtate of his 
regeneration, Sin did dwel in him, Rom. 
| | 7.20. | 
In what ſenſe then is a man in Luef. 
Chriſt ſaid tobe purged from fin, ard 
to have crucificd fin ? 
|| LIanſwer, firſt, when Sin is reſiſted, 4%/*- 
| | Gal. 5.17. For the fleſh luſteth againſt the |- 
ſpirit, and the ſp:xit againſt the fleſh, and 
theſe are contrary the one to the other. 
Not 
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Notto fin,is to ſtir againſt, and refiſt 
{in,and fo to ſtudyto be pure. 

2. When Sin 1s hated, Rome 7. 15. 
Pſal.11g. 104.like an enemy, who inva- 
ding a people that deſires tolive =_ 
and unmolefted,is detefted of all the 
countrey. 

3. Whenitis nt uſually prattiſed,as 
itis written, Whoſoever is borne of God, 
doth not commit ſin, that is,he doth not 
make atrade, or »ſuall prafiſe of (in, 
as learned Interpreters expound that 
hardand difficult ſentence , and the 
reaſon of itis, becauſe his [eedremai- 
#eth in him, {aith the Apoſtle there, 
that is, ' the word of promiſe, as ſome 
fay,or the ® principleof externall perſe- 
verance,orthe” ſpirit of Chriſt,as others 
take it, becauſe Chriſt himſelfe hath 
ſaid, that he ſhall abide with us, and in 
#5, and that for ever, Tohn 14. 16,17. 
So as that ſin cannot poſlibly live nor 
enthrone it ſelte there, where he is 
thus refident;but rather muſt be wea- 
kened, and die, and decay more and 
more, and become unable to doe the 
hurt which it did once in himin the 
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ſtate of unregeneracy, and doth till 
in-orhers, who are yet enſlaved by ir. 
* Saint Cypriay compares {1n and Satan 
with his angels in. this reſpect moſt 
aptly to ſcorpions and ferpents, who 
being precipitated into the water, can 
doe no hurt there; tor ſo they can doe 
no damage, neither much lefle de- 
{troy ſach as are regenerated by the 
Spirit of God, who: is like to the wa- 
ter;and- remaincth in the regenerate, 
that ſuch ſcorpions or ſerpents may 
not prove hartfull nor deadly unto 
them, nor have dominion over them. 
9. Bur here it may be you will 
rely, that though you way eafil 
know you doe not live in the aſl 
2nd outward praCtiſe of any itn, yet 
you know not what to make or to 
thinke of inward ſinfall motions, whe- 
ther you doe nor inwardly pradiſe 
one fan or other; for many ſuch moti- 
ons, becauſe they doe not breake our, 
but both ariſe and die within , can 


nardly, bee diſcerned , when they f 


prevaile, and when not : how ſhall one 
know ſay you , thatſuch inward evill 
motions 
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motions doe not prevaile within , | 
though they doe not manifeſt them- 
ſelves in ourlives without us ? 

For Anſwer, whereuntoI muſt tell 
you in the firft place, that, moſt cer- 
tainly this caſe which here is propoun- 
ded is very difficult ; and thereforcI 
defire the all wiſe, and all-gracious 
God fo to enlighten my minde with 
th? rayes and beames of his holy Spi- 
rit,as that I may be able to reſolve you 
as I ought.according to the rule of his 
holy and heavenly oracles, and ever- 
blefled wordof truth. 

2. 1 muſt and will diftinguiſh be- 
tween thoughts flying,and ſtaying gm- 
maxent, and tranſient , the one, that is, 
tranſient or flying. We ſhall never be 
able ſoto know, as that we ſhall be able 
tully to reſolve our ſelycs, whether or 
when we doe prevaile againſt them , 
for of ſuchit may be truly ſaid, hs 
can underſtand his errors, Pſal.x9.12. If 
we firlt miſlike them in generall , ſo 
as that they be not diletta peccate, or 
beloved fins, though they be our Deli- 
4,or unavoydable faults, 2, And ons 
a 


gr the Roſe of Sharon. 


all pray God to pardon them, ſayin 

with holy David, Pſal.1g.12. cleanſe 
thou me Gaps ecret ſins , then muſt 
wereſt therewith contented, and fſa- 


Oo 


tiſfied, as Paulin the like caſe, whom 


the Lord, upon his earneſt ſute for his 


treedome and exemption from the 


pricke in the fleſh, gave no other an-| 


ſwer but this, Aſy grace « ſufficient for 
thee,2 Cor.12.9. 

2. But whether the other ſort of 
thoughts, and inward cvill motions, 
which we call immanent and ftaying 
for ſome time, doe prevyaile, or not 
againſt us, that we may know by theſe 
enſuing evidences. 52) 

1. When we doe not regard them, 
while they ſtay with us, according to 
holy Davids moſt gracious ſpeech, 
Pſal.66. 18. If 1 regard iniquity in my 
heart ; that is, when we doe not ho- 
nourthem : forſo much the origioall 
doth import, but fleightand vilttic or 
deſpiſe them, like a ſtranger that in- 


trudes upon us , and therefore is not | 


eſteemed, nor made much of, bur ra- 
ther to be farcher off, 
| 2 When 


LO © INT TY 


2.Immanec 
thoughts, 


þ | «Evidence 


Q— 


2. When we take vo ſuch delightiin 
them, as Non. beleevers doe in many 
ofthem ; and as one that looketh on a 


herin his heart, Mar. 5.28. for ſo. much 
theſame originall word implyeth. 
zEvidence. | 3. When they leave us upon ſuch 
tearmes as theſe, or-after this man. 
ner. 

1. After they be eſpied and ? noted, 
likeathiefe, that flieth when he per. 
oripinall is, | CELVETD that he is diſcoveredand ta- 
Ja3> 1x23 | ken notice ofwhen he comes taſteale. 
OO ths 2. Oratter they have been migh- 


heart wich 
all obſcr- |rhe force of faith, x Per.5.9. applying| 


Coon n*|the word of promiſe, and by the| 
ting thy " | 
thoughts,as | Mighty power of prayer, Eph.6.32,13,| 
——— I8. lam.4.7. | 

_ Where zoe by the way,that a finfull 
A Nee, | motion may make a longer (tay in a; 
man inhabited by Chrift, then inan! 
other,who is poſſefied and beſlived of 
the devill, becauſe: it meets. with 
more oppoſition ; whereas the devils 
vaſluls, whether they be hypocrites or 
prophane Eſauites, yeeld quickly to 
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woman with deleQtation, luſting afterſſ} 


perth tily oppoſed, and ſtruggled withall by | 


ſundry 
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ſundry pleafing and profitable mori- 
ons ; though they be neverſo bad and 
entertaine them, though they breake 
not out forthe preſent, whereupon it 
comes to paſſe that Satan leaves them 
ſeeing them ſecretly to give way even 
to his firſt motions : So as that he 
needs not to prefle them more, as he 
is forced to urge, and often to aſſault 
and to. reafſaulr the beleeving ſoule, 
wherein Chrift dwels, Epheſ.N 17. 
Like a Generall,or war. making King, 
who will tarry longeft where he isre- | 
J [fiſted moft : And leave that place 
ſooneſt, where he is leaſt oppoſed, be. 
cauſe he ſeeth that he needs not much 
to infeſt or batter that fort which 
yeelds and ſurrenders it ſelfe upon his 
very firſt ſummons, without any great 
deliberation or reluCtancy. 

2. If you replie, it ſhould ſeeme | 2ueft. 
then that-ſuch as are without Chriſt, 
may and doe make ſome reſiſtance | ,,4»/. 
too ſometimes againſt evill motions, | * £' a«em 

I Anſwer yes, by vertue of that] 77." 1. 
power of the ſoule, which by the lear- | m« gue 


nedis called*wip1=s; but it is ſo weak, — 
| as) ; 


pI 


. | 4-Evidence 


— 
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as that it cannot laft long, but is and 
muſt needs be vanquiſhed quickly,be- 
cauſe Satan who uſually ſuggeſts and 
followethevill motions mott violent. 
ly,is ſtronger then that naturall power 
of Conſcience ; and therefore they 
2 E ſaid to be overcome for all this 2 
Pet.2.19.and to be led captive by the de. 
vill at his will, 2 Tim. 2.26. 

3. When they relinquiſh us, after 
they have been condemned, reproved 
and well checkt for their over-bold 
obtruſion and ſtealing in upon us, like 
Rogues and vagabonds who are taken 
up, and well whipt for their comming 
intoa well governed Towne or City, 
See Pſal.42.11. how David there cor. 
re&s his turbulent thoughts , and 
finds fault with his owne ſoule for let- 
ting them paſſe freely ; ſaying, 0 my 
Scule, why art thou ſo diſquicted within 
»e? or why makeft thou ſuch a xo7ſe, 
or artſo loud, raiſing thoughtsas loud 
and boiſterous as the waues of the ſea, 
when it is ternpeſtuous. 

4. When the Conſcience is calme, 
quiet and cheerfull, or well comforted 


after 
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after they be gone, Like a countrey, 
that having been much infefted by a 
forraine enemy, finds it ſclie on a ſud- 
den delivered from ſuch a hoſtile in- 
vaſion, Sec Pſal.42. 11. how Davids 
heart at laſt did even dance, as it were 
for joy after.that reſiftance which he 
made againſt the commotions and 
boiſterons thoughts of his troubled 
and perplexed ſoule ; ſaying, Hope thou 
in God,for 1 ſhall yes praiſe hips,who is the 
health of my coumtenance,aud my God. 

., But may not aq, incredulous 
perſon find his heart quiet too when 
evillthoughtsare paſt away? . 

I anſwer, yes, but then there is, much 
difference, and diſcrepancie between 
the calmnefſe of that happy ſoule 
which Chrift-jnhabiteth, and that 
which he inbabiccth not. 

£2. Whatdittercnce ? 

Anſwetug ul he one, Imeane the 
unbeleevibg, may be quiet not know- 
ing wherefbre ; but rhe other he can | 
elif hebeasked, that it is Gpon his 
manly refiftance and oppolitiou, 
which he niade againſt fintull mori. 

D 


Ons, 


Leſt. 
Solut. 


1.difference 


——____. 
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ons, of which his owne conſcience 
beares him witnefſe , that he did nei-] 
ther love them nor like them, Pſal,| 
£19.104.a5 the unbeleever doth, who 
finds much * ſweerneſſe in thern.' 
Whereupon it falloweth that the qui- 
etneſle of the former; or:the one, is 
but carnal ſecuritie, and the calmnes 
the other,a gracious and grounded Tran- 
quillity. 

2. Theunbeleeving may be quiet, 
becauſe other thoughts concerning 
his temporall affaires, and imploy- 
ments' may #texrupr evill, morions, 


| and take up his mind in ſuch aman= 


ner as that-he 'cannotthinkeupon the 
iUlnts;and danger of fuck-morions, and 
ſo conſequently neither is,nor canbe 
troubled about them;burrhatblefled! 
foule, which Chriſt inM\#bits , 15 not ſo 
wholly poſſeſſed and-drawne away 
with the cares and thoughss of this 
life ; butthatit refleQs: wathall upon 


fthe tnordinarenefle of fuchevill mo- 


tions,as take ſome ſtay in the minde; 
notwithſtanding, is well comfar: 
ted in God, who did fend it a 
moſt 


— "I" 


 ———_ ———— 


KK © -” A Ls a — _ ai. "TY — —_— is > 


— 
FLY 


! 


or the Roſe of Sharos. 


moſt happie deliverance: See Rom. 


7.24. 

> We may know that we doe pre- 
raile againſt fuchevill motions, when, 
being tried and provoked afterward, 
we can ſtand out like a Rocke wnmova- 
ble, and impenetrable, and doe not as 
we would do, it it were not for Chrifts 
dwelling in us by his holy and bleſſed 
Spirit, Gal.5.17. wherein ſuch graci- 
ous ſoules mainly differ from all un- 
beleeving perſons,who being without 
Chrift, though they may keepin, and 
ſeeme to have overcome their evill 
motions, yet will be eyer ready to dil- 
cover themſelyes in time of tryall, 
and provocation , forthey are but like 
Leoperds chained and kept in a den, 
who being let looſe, and meeriug 
witha prey, will maniteſt the cruelry 
of their natures forthwith. See ler. 13. 
23. So as that thereby we may eaſily 
conceive how fitly alſo, even then, 
when they doe nor breake out, they 


Baker, Hoſ:9.4. .that is,the devill, who 


are reſembled to an Oven heated by rhe | * 


is the baker that heats their hearts , 
| _—_ ſo' 
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ſoasthar, like an oven ſtopped, they 


{Jareſomuch the hotter within ; ther; 


hearts doe eyen burne with 'envy or 
pride,and wrath,and luſt,and the tove 
of money. 

6. VVe may underſtand that evil 
motions reigne not in us,though they 
rage when we doe /ament them atter 
we have been foiled and vanquiſhed 
by them at any time, giving way to 
them, and taking pleaſure in any'ot 
them againſt the ftudy, bent, and 
purpoſe of our hearts: Like TaMthr, 
who thowgh ſhe hadoft her virginiry, 
being forced by her brother Amy ; 
but ſecretly and clofely 'in a clofe 
roome 3 yet did afrerward moſt la- 
mentably bewaile and :hemoane the 
ſame. See Rom.7.23,24.how the Apo: 
tle himſelfe, who being forced, like 
Tamar, and brought into Captivity t6| 
the Lawof Sin, by fin dwelling in him, 
and prevailing now and then againſt 
himin his mind and ſfoule,did bemoan 
himſclte, ſaying ; 0 wretched mas that 
Iam, who ſhall deliver me from the budy 
of this death ? and how he didprevaile 


for 
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for all this, and was reſpeCtively deli. 
vered, as he implyeth in the words 
following : 1thanke God through Teſus 
Chriſt aur Lord. So then with the 
mind , that is, the part regenerate,l 
my ſelte ſerve the Law of God, but 
with the fleſh; thar is,the part unrege- 
nerate,the Law of Sin. 

2. Thoſe that have Chriſt in their 
hearts truly, may know it by the very 
ſmell and ſweeteſt fragrancy,which he 
ſends forth out of the heart into every 
partand member of the body. So as 
that their choughts muſt needs even 
{ſmell as itwere of Chriſt, moſt ſweet- 
ly,and their words likewiſe, and workes 
muſt be moſt pleaſant, gracious, and 
ſavoury : Forif there be but corrupti- 
'ble and withering roſes in a cloſe 
[roome, you know how ſweetly and 


frongly all that roome doth ſmellof 
roſes;how much more muſt the hearts 
and the lives of thoſe be moſt ſweet, 
and fragrant , who have and car. 
ry withinthem the Lord Jeſus Chrift 
'himſelte, thatſweeteſt roſe of Shares, 
[whoſe ' garments ſmell all of Myrrh and 
TR D 3 Alves, 


2. Marke 
generall, 


(TV: fliments 
qu, ſit 
> ſantii jus, 
ett; cus, 
tora” Eccleſia |* ** 
ej 44, 


Aug.ta loc. 
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r Euſeb.Ecr, 
biſt.l 45.14, 


| Aloes,aud Caſſia, Pſal.45.8. VVhen Po- 
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lycerpus was to be ſacrificed unto the 
Lord by fire, by the hands of his 
moſt bloudy perſecutors ( who not 
beeing able to burne him, becauſe the 
fire would not touch him, did at laſt 
Kill him with the ſword, as he was 
ſtanding in the midft of the fire, all 
reſj "mu r like ſhining . burniſhe 
gold) his body did ſend forth ſuchan 
odoriferous aud ſweet favour, as they 
of Smyrna record it in an Epiſtle of 
theirs,as if it had been perfumed with 
incenſe, or ſome other tragrant and 
aromaticall Efſence. Now though 
every other ordinary Chriſtians body 
doe not yeeld ſuch a miraculous odor, 
yet you may read as much in effect of 
a moſt gracious perfume, which the 
precious ſoules of all Chrifts belee- 
ving member?, his myfticall Spouſe, 
doe ſend forth in a moft ſweet and 
pleaſant manner, Cant. 3.6. Who s this 
that commeth out of the wilderneſſe, like! 
pillars of ſmoake, perfumed with myrrhe 
and frankincenſe, with all the powders of | 
the Merchants ? Marke , Who s =_ 
faith 
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faith Chriſt, the cceleſtiall bride- 
roome of his faire Spouſe, the 
Church, and her members, That com- 
meth out of the wilderneſſe) that is, 


out of this world, which is like a wil. 


is, having an aſpiring and aſcending 
mind. Perfumed with myrrhe and fran- 
kincenſe, and with all the powders of the 
Marchant]thatis,being perfumed,and 
ſweetned with all the moſt fragrant 
and ſweet ſmelling graces of the Spi- 
rit of Chriſt, who being the Merchant 
here ſpoken of, doth ſopertume and 
grace the ſame, 


vv Gree.un 


| z4Cs 


dernefſe.) Like pillars of ſmoake] that | 
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Bind, 
3.c male 0: 
'm'"r3, 4 
Calc, 

:&x. fx:0* OX» 
tw te (tu- 
nts 


The excellency of Chrifh, 


—_— 
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Copvittion for ſuch a4 want Chriſt. 


2. —_ point may ſerve to con. 
vince the Conſciences of all car- 
nall, civill, and hypocriticall men and 
women, that Chrift is not in them: For 
Chriſt islike « 8oſe,whereſoeverheis, 
yeelding a moſt ſweer and fragram 
ſent ; but they doe even ſtinke by rea- 
ſon of their abominable thoughts, 
words, and deeds ; Like the ſauffe 
an extind& candle,as the Apoftle doth 
moftaptiy deſcribe them, Tz#. r.15.at- 
firming that ſuch as are wnbeleevers, are 
alſo abominable, or execrable, odious, 
and ſtinking-perſons, as the * originall| 
plainly ſheweth. Say therefore , or 
thinke what you, will of your eſtates, 
you that are ſo bad ; I muſt needs rell 
youto your faces, that Chriſt isnotin| 
you: Forif Chrift did inhabit in you, | 
your thoughts, words, and workes, 
would be as ſweet and ſavoryas Chriſt 
x - 
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is, that moſt ſweet and fragrant roſe of 
Sharon ; but now thy words and works, 
O thou prophane Eſauite , are de- 
teſtable ; and though thou hypocrite, 
and civill honeft man make a faire 
ſhewwithout, and profeſſe much, yer 
are thy very inward parts , reſerved 


imaginations, and cloſeſt thoughts 


molt execrable;for they ſmell altoge- 
ther and tinke of helliſh pride, and 
devilliſh envy, of filthy luſts, and 
duoghill covetouſnefle , and there- 
fore who will beleeve any of you, that 
Chriſt that is in you? you yourſelves 
will never beleevea man , though he 
ſhould ſweare that there arc roſes in 
his cloſet or cheft, if when he openeth 
it,you ſmell in ſtead of roſes nothing 
but dung and ſtinking carriov. Now 
this is 5oſ your caſe, O ye carnall, ci- 
vill and hypocriticall men and wo- 
men ; you may thinke or ſay Chrilt is 


in you, and ſoconſequently, that you ! 


have ſaving faith in Chrift ; but when 


youdoe but open your mouthes, and ,- 


diſcloſe your thoughts,unlocking the 
cheſts and cloſets of your hearts, by 
| your 


Ar 


| 


. 
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your deeds, then we can ſmell no-|i 
ching but the ill avour of boaſting, or| h 
lying, or rayling, or curfing, or ban-|l 
ning, or ſwearing, or coveting, or lu- 
ſting, or ryoting, which ſtinks worſe 
then any dung : And when youkeep|f 
in ſuch ſtuffe, and doe not breake out, |} 
then your evill thoughts doe ſtioke | p 
within you ; Like the dead corps of | n 
Lazarus in the grave, lohn 11.39. So ff y 
that you ſhall never make me beleeve ||| tl 
that Chrift is in you, though youl|fſ 
ſhould even ſweare by your 7-0 As 
ſome doe , who even thereby teftifie 
to the world that they have none at 
all, being ſo free and prodigall, as to; 
{weare away even that faith which 
they ſay or thinke they have. | 
And therefore be convinced of it, [| z. 
all you that are thus abominable, and 
ſay no more, that Chriſt is in you, and oy 
that you have faving faith in Chriſt, 
ſeeing you cannot make good what re 
you ſay, and ſo conſequently neitherf| pr 
are nor can be credited or beleeved, || G 
what ever ye ſay and proteſt of it. or 
Wheat doth it prefic , my brethren ſaid} 61 
Saint 


— 
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| hath faith,and hath no works, can faith, 
'thatis, ſucha verball faith ſave him ? 
[And ſoſay I, what doth it profac you, 
though you ſay that Chrift is in you, 
' whenas the Saviour of your thoughts 


t, ff words,and worksis ſoill, and the pur. 
e ||| ple ſpots of your fouleſt fins and enor- 
of ||. mitiesſo many ? Can your ſaying ſave 


you ? or bind others to beleeve you 
though youſay it > No, No. 
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toll Matter of feare for ſuch 4s reject 
| Chriſt. 


it, };. THe point is uſefull and good 
nd T6& Lee affettions to non, up- 
nd onthem, 

it, Andfirſt ofall,to terrifie thoſe who | 
aat f| refuſe and rejet the Lord Chrift,! 
er preferring with thoſe baſe ſpirited 
ed, Gadarens, (Mar.8.33.34.) their Swine 
1t.Þ or ſwiniſh luſts, and brutiſh deſires and 
aid] filthy fins before him, whereas they 


Saint [ames once, though a man F he 1ana.14. 


nc ſhould 
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fhould rather infinitely defire andfi 
eſteeme him, even abovepzarles and 
diamonds, and rubies, and the burn. 
ſhed gold of Ophir, and the whale 
world, if it were all turned into ane 
intire maſſe and luwp of gold, feei 
he is ſo faire and ſouſctull,and fo de 
rable, as I ſhewed yon, being like x 
role, 4 Roſe indeed, outmatching all 
other roſes, tor beeutifulneſſe , uſeful- 
neſſe, medicinalueſſe, end deſirableneſſe, 
and ſo conſequently worthy to be 
eſteemed, and tobe preferred before 
all things : Sothatall ſuch ſordid and 
deteſtable Gadarens amongft us may 
well even tremble and be aftoniſhed 
at it, that they doe ſo deſpiſe andf/th 
trample under the feet of ſo mon-f/a 
| ſtrous contempt,the San of God,thatY|v, 
; moſt glorious Reſe of Sbargn - Forflii 
: what will you ſay another day , youſ|[at 
| that are ſo vile and fo baſe, why you 
, did not embrace the Lord Jeſus, ftor- 
going and forfaking all your boſome 
;tanes, chongh never ſo dclighttull, 
\deare, and gefirable to your corrup-|| z 
.tedand depraved natures? Nay, Ide-J|],; 
| | mand} 
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| matd againe, What anſwer will you 
returne ntito him whom now you doe 
|Ovilifieand lightly eſteem, when he 
| thall come in the rowling clouds of 
heaven'tojudge you, and all men elſe 
both quicke and dead , and ſhall que- 
Rion you, as he did once thoſe ftiffe- 
necked Jewes,7tr.2.5. What iniquity or 
fraud, as the originall hath ir, could 
you find in me, that you went ſofarre 
trom me, or ſtood at ſuch 4 diſtance 
be with me,and would rot approach and 
redraw neereunto me, but have walked 
ndJyafterwanjry, that is, as the originallin- | 
ayJ|timates, after things of nought, and 
edI|which did ſoone foe away ;-and in 
ndf/the which you could- find nothing bur 
n-J/a meere emptinefle, and became (o 
1atJ|v4wr your ſelyes,as that you were but 
'orf|like ſo many empty caskes, ecchoing, 
ouf/arid founding loud enough, - but con- 
ouJ|taining not ſo much as one drop of 
Qr-f grace;and goodnefle, as being wholly 
meJ/ſequeſtred and alienated from me, 


111, I|whoam the fountaine of poodneſfle, | * 


Ii 1,16. What can you ſay then, ſa 
-1|L,for*'your ſelves, why you did fo 
| ſhame- 


= 


— 
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fhamefully forget your ſelves? will 
ſay that Chrife - not pa rey as 
uſefull,or faire enough for you 2 then 
my text will ſtop your mouths that 
you ſhall not be able to juſtifie nor 
mainrtaine your ſaying : For therein 
ou ſee Chriſt himſelfe reſembles 
imſelfe to a Roſe right faire and 
good, and defirable , ſaying, I am 
the Roſe of Sharon ; 10 as that he may] 
well anſwer you then after this ſort :| 
If I were and had beea like a tearing} 
bramble, ora nettle which will ting 
thoſe that touch it, you might have| 


had ſome excuſe tor your abhorring 
and rejeQting of my glorious perſon, 
but now I have made my ſelte other- 
wiſe knowne wet have cold you 


that Lam like 4 roſe, to comfort,and to 
revive, and not to ſting, nor toteare 
thoſe that come unto me; & therefore 
now you have no cloake for your de- 
teſtable and horrible fin of eſpiſing 
me,.and neglecting ſo great ſalvation, 
See leh 15. 22. Whereupon ſhall I 
tell you what you may be like to ſay: 
O bedlams, that we were, when we 


deſpiſed| 
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or the Roſe of Sharov. 

deſpiſed and rejected 1o glorious a 
Szvigur, we fooles then could ſeeno 
beauty in him, nor comlinefle where- 
fore. we ſhould defire-him, Eſa. 3.2. 
but now how faire and glorious is his 
body, whichthere we ſce upon that 
white and glorious throne ; and how 
defirable is his ſacred perſon, which is 
crowned with ſuch Majefty 2 Oh how 
doth he ſhine now with incomparable 
ſplendor above the brightneſfle of the 
un, and oh ! how amiable is his coun- 
tenance ; and rherefore,oh 1 how have 
we wronged our own foules, whom we 


have bereaved and deprived of ſo 


beaurifull, blifſefull, and delightfull 
an obje&R, as this moſt glorious and 
ſweeteſt Saviour is, whom now we be- 
hald with moſt birter gricte , aud un: | 


we have ſo wiltully, diſdaintully, and 
obſtinately withſtood and loſt ſo 
preat ſalvation : If now we had time 
and leave to make our choiſe, we 


utterable vexationof heart, becauſe| 


would prefer this glorious: Saviour, | 


whom we have once ſo deſpiſed, be. 
fore tenthouſand worlds it there were 


lo 
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ſo many, and before more then ten 
hundred thouſand - pleaſures and; 
ſports, aud paſtimes,and carball oblg. 
Ctations ; but alas we cannot;the time, 
of mercy is expired, and the time of 
juſtiee,wrath,and yengeance,ſo much 
ſpoken of by our faithtull paſtors, hath 
appeared,and we muſt gow bejudged, 
and adjudged to the eaſclefle, reme- 
dilefle, endlefſe torments and flames 
of that infernall pit; andall our plea- 
ſures, profits, and delights are paſſed 
away from us. Like a ſhadow and. a' 
poaſt, that haſted by ; and there is no- 
ching of all rhings we ever enjoyed: 
and poſſeſſed , that can ſolace and 
comfort us now in that mrercileſſe F 
flame inalleternity,and therefore, O 
that we had never been borne, oh !| F 
that we had been but ſo happy as our: 
cattell, horſes, oxen, dogs, ſwine, 
beaſts, birds,which diedbur once,and 
teele no morcpaine for: ever; whercas 
we muſt be ever dying, and yet ſhall 
ever belivingin patne,in-woe,and mis 
fery. Oh woe, woe, woecuntous that 


[ever we were borne to ſee this day, 


and 
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and to die this death, and to live ſuch 
alife, which will be unto us a perperu- 
all and everkilling deftruion, 


$SncCY. <& 


M atter of ſhame far careleſſe and looſe 
Walkers. 


2. THis may ſerve to ſhame many 
of us, who profefle our ſelves to 

be Chrifts eſpouſed members,and yer 
are ſo regardleflle of our ſelves many 
imes, and doe ſodisfigure, defile and 
taine our ſelves with fuch anumber- 
les nuraber of fins and tranſgreflions, 
hich are the very excrements of 
abuſed and polluted fſoules, as that 
doth at home and abroad we doe even 
liſgrace our holy profeſſion, and di- 
honour that King of glory, Jeſus 
hriſt, ourdeareſt Savior, whois moſt 
ikeunto a Roſe freſh and faire z and 
berefore requires a fingular fairenes 
ff carriage and converſation of all 


hoſe who call themſelves after his 
E name, 


- 


| 


5o | 
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land gooda husband, according to her; 
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naine, and will be reputed to be his 
myfticall Spouſe, If a poore maid 
ſhould be married troa Lord or knight, 
as faire as Abſalom, and as wiſe and: 
rich as Solomon, able and willing to, 
provide her the richeſt clothes, and: 
bracelets, and jewels, as if ſhe were a 
Queene; and yet ſhe ſhould nor carry| 
her ſelſe ſomwhat accordingly,neatly; 
and decently at leaſt, nor make ſome 
advantage unto her ſclfe of ſo great 


degree ; but ſhould come before him, 
like a beggar in filthy rags, and all be. 
{meared,and goc likewiſcabroad thus 
among the people, would nor all that 
know her, cry ſhame on her, that ha- 
ving ſuch an excellent husband, ſhe 
ſhould diſgrace both him and her ſelf?; 
well, it we doe indeed belong to 
Chriſt,and belceve in Chriſt, then are 
we cſpouſed unto Chriſt, who is fairer: 
chen Abſalom,being rhe roſe of Sharon; 
and is alſo both able and ready to 
clothe us, even as Sari the Lords 
anointed did clothe the darghters 0 

{ſracl in Skarlet ; 1 meane the skarlet 
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robe of his owne righreouſneſle, and 
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to 
of grace) upon our apparell, 2 Sam. 1. 
_— ” xo be + j rarga within, 
Pſal.4s5.13. and therefore how can I 
chuſe but cry ſhame upon all you that 
K/ are looſe and carelefle profeſlors,who 
take your ſclves to be thus richly and 
happily married, and yet are not aſha- 
med to come in the glorious preſence 
of that goodlieſt and faire(t bride- 
roome of all bridegroomes, Chriſt 
Fſas with hands and mouthes, and 
kearts all ſoiled, and beſlubbered with 
. || fla, whichis chat abominable and hate- 
f|full ching,, Zſa.1.14. And ſo in like 
$|\manner dare even to goe abroad 
-H/among men of all forts, with ſuch 
{| foule mouths, and filthy hands, and 
1fF polluted hearts, to the great diſho- 
nourof ſo greata king,and the almoſt 
Ficreparable and irrecoverable dam- 
mage of your owne ſoules, whom 
; {hereby you expoſe to his fierce and 
flaming wrath, for the time preſent , 
and likewiſe, detraud and diſpoſſefſe! 
your ſelyes of all thoſe rareſt and ri- 114 diſpel: |. 


cheſt comtorts, which doe ſo happily L yams 
E 2 reple- {LCLVES, 
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repleniſh, and revive the bleſſed 
hearts of other carefull and gracions 
Chriſtians, who doe alwayes 1nduftri. 
ouſly labour to be faire, even as he is 
faire, and glorious,even as he is glori- 
ous, and pure, as heispure, x oh 3.3, 
be aſham:d therefore of your ſelves, 
all you that are ſo regardlefle of your 
ſelves, that dare preſume to bring 
eveninto Gods owne houſe and pre- 
ſence ſuch foule and filthy ſouls as are! 
altogether ſtuffed and ropfull with 
moſt horrible & execrable thoughts; 
that embolden your ſelyes to lift up 
there ſuch contaminated and defiled 
hands, as have touched many unclean 
things but a little before , yea, and 
moreover, to open ſuch filthy mouths 
as have exhaled and uttered ſo many 
vaine,impure,and unſeemly ſpeeches, 
when you were even ready to enter 
the Congregation, Aflure your|ſ 
ſelves, that if you ſhall not henceforth 


you have done; that this veryperfor- 
mance, the word you heare, the pray- 
er 
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er you make, will be a meanes evento 
increaſe and to aggravate thoſe ftin- 
ging tortures, wherewith the moft 
jealous, moſt juſt, and righteous God 
will vexe and plague thoſe foule 
ROny ſoules of yours here in this 
preſent life , thongh he doe not caft 
and throw them into hell hereafter, in 
caſe they belong unto him by the ir- 
revocable degree of his eternall pre- 


deftination. 


SECT. 7. 


Comfort for Gods careful people. 


3, THis pu may ſerye to cheare 
upall Gods people, that their 
deare Saviour is thus pleaſed to com- 
pare himſelfe toa Roſe : For as roſes 
areable tocomfort the very hearr,and 
to * rejoice the bloud : ſo Chriſt muſt 
needs be very comfortable too, yea 
tranſcendently more, 
1. Iſay Chrit muſt needs be much 
E 3 
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3: This 
exves to 
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and to 
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more comfortable, refreſhing,and re. 
viving, andthat ina twofold reſpe&: 

For rx. as roles doe * refrefh and 
coole mens bodies in hot diſeaſes*and 
ſweats, andallay the heate : SoChriſt 
isable to allay the burning heate of 


hell fire, though you ſhould feele it 
{wcating,as it were, in your very ſoul, 
as he ſweat bloud himſelte in the an- 
guiſhof his ſoule, Luke 22.44. to deli. 
verus from the horror and fire of hell, 
and to make us glad. 

2. As roſes doe revive men when 
theyare taken with dead palſies : So 
Chrift will reſtore his to lite againe, 
loh.6.54. Who ſo exteth my fleſh, and 
drivketh my bloud, hath everlaſting life, 
and I wil raiſe him up at the laſt day. 

2.I afficme that Chriſt is tranſcen- 
dently more comfortable then a roſe. For 
as much as every * excellency and 
goodnefle which isin any creature, is] 
is till atcer a more excelleys manner; 
in the Creator, / | 
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And here! that you may ſee this |* 


tranſcendency, 
able to make you ſee ir, I pray you, 
cake 


as much as I am, 1 


or the Roſe of Sharon. 


| 


take notice of theſe 
portions. 

1. Sometimes, I meane inthe win- 
terthere is not a freſh roſe to be ſeen 
nor to be had inallthe fields of © our 

land,if one would give never ſo much 

for any to ſmell to it z bur Chriſt is 
everto be found, and never wanting 
unto thoſe that ſeeke him, neither 
winter nor ſummer, that is,in adverſi- 
ty as well as inproſperity,yea, moſt of 
all, and chiefly then, OY and 
therefore how much more comforta- 
ble muſt he needs be then all roſes ? 

2. And though alſo other corrupti- 
ble roſes may be had and uſed,yet can 
they not adminifter comfort unto us 
at all times, even whileft we have 
them, how ever :: ey may exhil.rate 
the heart at ſome times; but Chriſt as 
he is alwaies to be found in a time of 

.need, fois he alwaies able to comfort 
usinatimeof need, Heb.4.16. 

3. When other roſes doc yet com. 


following diſpro- 


{| is that comfort, being not able to pe- 
ou and reach to the ſfoule 2 For 
E 4 the 


1 -Diſpro- 


portion, 


e Ifayour 
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Carthage 
there are 
freſh roſes 
all the win- 
ter long, as 
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2.Diſpro- 
portion. 
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the operation of roſes is but phyſical, 
and not metaphyſicall,corporall, and! 


| not ſpirituall; but Chriſt che roſe of Sha- 


rou comforteth the very fſoule of a 
man,as yqu may ſee,Pſal.103.3.where 
David communs with his ſoul, ſaying ; 
Who healeth all thy diſeaſes raark, all thy 
diſeaſes,0 my ſoule , and in Eſ4.66.13, 
where God (and ſo conſequently 
Chriſt alſo, who is God) promilſeth us 
moſt graciouſly, that he will comfort 
us ; 45 one whom his mother comforteth,” 
marke, as 4 * mother who moſt affe. 
Cionately comforteth the very ſoule 
of her childe, whereas the roſe doth 
but comfort the body ; and therefore 
how raviſhing and how great muft 
needs be that comfortablenefſe, 
which is in the Lord Chrift, ghe com. 
forts of a mother we know are cxcee- 
ding greatand {weet,and doe a childe 
more good then honey or ſugar. And 
ſuchare Chrifts ; nay,I dare ſayas in- 
finicely greater as himſelfe, being an 
infinite God, is infinitely greater in 
compaſſion then any mother. See 
Eſ1.49.15.Can a woman forget her ſuck- 

in” 
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| 


ing childe, that ſhe [hould not have com. 
paſsion on the ſon of her wombe, yea,they 
way forget,yet will not 1 forget thee. 

4+ Andthough roſes do ſometimes 
revive men, being faint, yet can they 
not take away the fting of death ir 
ſelfe ; nor comfort us after death, 
though many doe beftrow the dead 
with roſes; but Chriſt can doe both: 

1. He can, nay he hath taken away 
the ſting of death ; as it is written, 
0 death 1 will be thy plague, O grave 1 
will br thy deſtrattion : repeat ance ſhall be 
hid from mine eyes , or though comfort 
be now hid from mine eyes, faith the 
* Prophet, forthe Hebrew is Nocham, 
which fignifierh comfort as well asre- 
pentance ; and therefore it is ſorran- 
flated both by Saint /erome , and Do- 
cor Luther. And hence it was that 
Bainham, that blefled Martyr,uttered 
thoſe moſt comfortable words inthe 
midſt of the fire,* 0 ye papiſts,behold you 
looke for miracles,and here you may ſee 4 


paine, then if 1 wertin a bed of Downe, 
but it is wnto me as 4 bed of roſes. This 


pn ES 


miracle ; for in this fire I feele no more- 
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he ſpeakes when his legs and armes 
were halte burner. 

2. Buteſpeciallyafcer death Chriſt 
doth comfort the precious ſoules of 
his, giving unto them the crowne of 
lite, Rev.2,10, and comforting them 
in «Abrahams bolome, Luke 16. 25. 
which isa place of blifſe and everla-| 
ſting wealth, and of 5 unexpeCted de- 
lights,even ® heaven it ſelfe. 

5 Other roſes can doe us no good 
in loffes and reproaches, and in other 
externall afflitions,though they may 
comfort our heatts in ſome diſeaſes 
bur Chriſt can and doth ſolace his 
then too, as you mayread, As 5.41. 
how the bleſſed Apottles d:d even 7e- 
Joyce, when they were moſt reproach- 
tully uſed, and ſhamefully beaten, be- 
caufe they were worthy to ſuffer ſhame for 
Chriſts name. So Heb.10,34. you may 
note how thoſe beleeving Hebrewes | 
did even joyfully endure the ſpoiling of 
their goods. T he like is reported of Pas. | 
linws Biſhop of Nola, that having loſt | 
all, at the raking of Nola, he uttered | 
theſe words : Let me not be mm” 
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or the Roſe of Sharos. 
and vexed,O Lord, for gold or filver, 
for thouart all in all unto me ; and of 


the people of * Merindol,that whefi they 
w their houſes burnt before their 
eyes, they rejoyced at it greatly, being 


and cauſed them ſo todoe. 

Ifany of you that are heldto be of 
the number of Gods people ſhill ob- 
je&, that ſay you can find no ſuch 
comfortableneſſe in Chriſt, as is ſpo- 
ken of here. 

I anſwer, That ſuch as are held to 
be of the number of Gods people,are 
of twoſorts : 

r. Some are Chriſtians i (bew : 
2. ſome in deed. | 

The formerare ſuchas have a form 
of godlineſſe, and deny the power 
thereof, loving theirpleaſures, ſports, 
luſts, pride, money, triends, or belly 
more then God, 2 Tim.3.4. Nowit 
ſome of you be ſuch, then never com- 
plaine or wonder, that you can find no: 
ſuch comfortablenefle in Chriſt ;, for 
you are dead like the widow, x Tix. 5.6. 


honoured ſo highly, as to ſuffer that 
lofſe for Chriſt his ſake, who inabled 
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which living in pleaſures is dead while 


ſhe liveth : and as the * Angell of the 


Church of $ards: So you have «4 name | 
that you live, being called Profeſſors of 
the Goſpell, but you are dead. Now| 
though one ſhould evenfill the mouth 
ofa dead corps, and cover it all over 
with roſes ; yet can thatfame take no 
comfort in them, becauſe it felte is 
void of life ; So you, what comfort 
can you take in Chrift , the roſe of 
Sharon, though we doe even fill your 
eares with the preaching of Chriſt, 
ſeeing that you be dead and deſtitute 
ofthe life of Chrift ; and that Chrift 
himſelfe hath ſaid, that whoſoever lo. 
veth father and mather more then him, 
is not worthy of him ; and that he that 
loveth ſonne or ter more then 
him,is not worthy of him, Matr.10. 37. 
Wherecuponit followeth, that all you 
who love worſe things then father and 


mother,ſfonne or daughter, even baſe 
filthy lofts, and boſome finnes, 

re then Chrift, muſt needs be un- 
worthyalſo of Chriſt himſelfe, and fo 
confequently of the comforts of 
_ _ Chriſt, 


il 
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Chriſt, which he never can or will 
throw away and beftow on ſuch un- 
worthy hypocrites, and ſelfe-lovers as 
you are, who have nothing buta meer 
torme and ſhadow of piety without 
any ſubſtance or reality ;and therefore 


my adviſe and connſell is, that you do 


labour for the power and life of godli- 
neſſe, and prefer the love of Chrift be- 
fore all things , it you defire to finde 
that comfortablenefle, which is in 
Chrift,or clſe never look for it. 

2. As for Chriftians indeed , they 
are of 2.ſorts againe : x, ſome ſome- 
4 careleſle, 2, others very care- 
full. 

r. Some are ſomewhat cartleſſe , 
ſometimesImeane :- 1.0f their ayer, 
wherein they doe not keep a golden 
meane ; aud 2,of their appare{, where- 
in they ſhew too much conformity to 
the monſtrous faſhions of this world; 
and 3.of their ſleep, wherein they take 
up too much time ; and 4.ot their 
worldly cares, unto which they give 
too much way ; and 5.of their compa- 
»y,which they doe not fo diſtinguiſh, 


as 
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2. Chriſtias 
indeed. 


i. Carelefle 
Chriſtians. 
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as to avoid thoſe which are moſt dan- 
gerous enemies to their poore ſoules; 
and 6.0f their duties, which they doe 
not ſo heedfully performe, as they 
ought, daily prayer I meane, and holy 
meditations, and deep humiliations for 
daily fins, and continuall applyings of 
Chriſt, and the like. Such carcleſſe 
' Chriſtians were the Corinthians once, 
as the Apoſtle implyeth , when he 
ſaith , Behold this ſelfe ſame thing that 
-you ſorrowed after « godly ſort what care- 
fulneſſe it wrought in you, ſaith he, to 
ſhew that there was none ſuch in them 


| before, and that they did not grieve 


ſo before. Now it ſome of you that 
cannot find ſo much comtortable- 
nefſe in Chriſt, as was ſpoken of here, 
be ſuch, then never wonder at it : for 
what comfort cana man take inroſes, 
if ke willnot take the paines to fetch 
them, orto apply them ; or it he be 
aſleep, how can he ſmell chem,though 
his chambers were full of roſes ? well 
may others that wake, be refreſhed 
with the ſent of them, and take de- 
lightin chem ; but he cannot, ſolong 


as 


— 


| 
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as he fleepeth : So you that are fo 
careleſſe, what comfort can ye take or 
findin Chrift, as long as you will not 
take the paines, to draw what comfort 
you can from Chrift in that carefull 
manner, as you ought ? yea, are in a 
manner aſleep,in that you be ſodrow- 
fie, dead,dull, backward,and carelefle 
inthe doing of your dutics ; and doe 
ſo ſeldome humble and afflict your 
ſoules for your manifold exorbitan- 
cies, {lips, filiogs, and grievous fins. 
God comforterh thoſe that are caſ 
downe, {aith the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 7. 6. 
but you are not ſo dejected;and there- 
fore, what wonder is it to heare that 
| youare not comforted : So that I for 
' my part doe not intend to caft away 
the precious comfortsof Chriſt upon 
| you, that are ſo carelefle, preaching 
| comfort to Gods people ; for you are 
' not capable, of comfort in this caſe, 
and we miniſters wrong both our 
ſelves,and you too, when we doe pro- 
' miſcuouſly pronounce, and preach 
comfort to Gods people : For then 
'youcareleſſe ones, pcriwading your 
| ſelves 
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ſelves to be Gods people as you may 
be, doe ſnatch at ſuch comforts, and 
apply them, though you doe not feele 

em, nor indeed are then fit for 
them ; and therefore, I muſt and will 
diſtinguiſh between you that are 
careleſſe, and thoſe thatare carefull, 
celling you that you for your part, be- 
ing ſo ſecureand undejected,you may 


[not, nor muſt not looke for any ſenſi- 


ble comforts from Jeſus Chrift, the 
roſe of Sharon, as lobg as you are, and 
ſhall be ſo carelefly diſpoſed. 

But ſecondly, as for thoſe that are 


carefull among us of every thing, and | 


humble themſelves much continu- 
ally, andare dejected, and yet find or 
feele no comfort tor the preſent, they 
muſt not therefore be disheartened, 
becauſe that he which ſhould comfort 
them, is farre from them as they con. 
ceive ; for they may take contort in 
this, that either, 

x. They have in times paſt fate 
downe” under Chrifts ſhadow with 
great delight, and his fruit was ſweet 


rotheir taſte, that is, that they have 
raſted| 
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tafted- of the ſweet comforts of 
Chrift , wherewith he is wont to re- 
freſh young beginners, eſpecially in 
their minority , and in the infancy of 
their converſion, Cant. 2.3. 

2. Or if they have not yet been 
made partakers of the ſweet conſola- 
tions that are in Chrift , they may 
comfort themſelyes in this, that fuch 
comforts belong tothem, and that in 
the * Lords good time they ſhall teele 
them , as he who upon a great ſtop- 
page, not being able to ſmell roſes, 
may and fhall ſmell them in time, 
when that ſtoppage is gone. For ſoit 
is written, Eſa. 54.6,7,8. the Lord hath 
called thee as a woman forſaken,and grie- 
ved in ſpirit ; aud a wife of youth when 
thou waſt forſaken, ſaith thy God : for a 
mall moment have 1 forſaken thee , but 
wich great mercies will 1 gather thee. 
n a lit;le wrath I hid my face from thee ; 
but wich everlaſting kindneſſe will I have 
mercy on thee, ſaith the Lord thy Redee- 
mer + But when it will be,that he tels 
us not, but keeperhit tohimſelte ; and 


2 


therefore you mult live by faith, you 
F that | 
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that complaine of the want of com- 
fort, and ſtay upon God, even in the 
want of comfort, asa man,who in the 
want of boJlily ſtrength ſtaycth him. 
ſelte upon a ftafte ; for ſo faith God, 
Who i among you that feareth the Lord, 
that obeyeth the woice of his ſervant, that 
walketh in — and hath ng light, 
Let him truſt in the name of the Lord, 
ſtay upon his God, Eſa.5o. 10.the * ori. 
ginall is, let him /eane upon his God, as 
upon a ſtaffe, which will be a comfort 
to him for the preſent, by a gracious 
ſupportation of him in the want c 
comfort, and in the end by a moſt 
ſweet and ſenlible diſtillation of com- 
fort into his ſad and penfive ſoule, as 
itis written : Thy rod and thy ſtaffe the) 
comfort me,Pſal.23.4.that is,as * one 
the Ancient expounds that place ; thy 
Chriſt (who is my rod and my ſtaffe, 
inthat he camein the old age of the 
world) doth comfort me as a ftatfe, 
(whichisa comfort and ſupporter to| 
old age.) Where note by the way, that] 
Chriftis a ftaffe to comfort old age, 
that is, ſuch as wait with old $:meox 


py —,, —— - 


torl] | 
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forthe conſolation of Iſraell, Lake 2. 
25. and make not too much haft to 
hare comfort by and by ; and hence 
it is, that ſome of the moſt eminent 
Saints of God felt moſt comfort a lit- 
tle before their departure,in the very 
laſtage and end of their dayes ; heare 
their owne words. 

Deare wife, * ſaid M. San4ers, that 


bleſſed Martyr, riches I have none to| 


leave behind me ; but thattreaſurc of 
talting how ſweet Chrift is to hungry 
conſciences, whereof I feele apart, I 
bequeath unto you. Iam merry,and 1 
crutt Tſhallbe merry , mavgre all the 
devils in hell. 

And when * 0ecolampadings lay fick, 
and his friends did aske him whether 
the light did not offend him, he clapr 
his hands on his breaſt, and ſaid, Hc 
ſat lucts eſt, here is light enough, mea- 
ning comtort enough. | 

So * blefſed M. Bolton ſaid toſome 
of his pariſh that came to viſit him 
when he lay a dying : 1 am by rhe won- 
derfull mercies of Ged as full of comfort 


4s my heart can hold, and feele nothing 
F 2 19 
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in my ſoule but Chriſt, &c. 
If you ſhall reply,that you feare you 
ſhall never feele the hke comforr in 
Chriſt , becauſe theſe men were ſo 
eminent, and you ſo peſtred with a 
number of corruptions, which you 
cannot maſter yet to your content, 
I 2uſwer,x. That they alſo were ſub- 
jeto infirmities as we are ; for we 
may not thinke thatthey were holier 
then Elias, who was a man ſubjett to like 
paſſions as we are, lames 5.17.and there- 
fore why may not you feele ſome 
true comfort too at laſt; though not ſo 
much as they. 

2. Thatindeed {in allowed or too 
much yeelded unto, keeps off com- 
tort ; bur you that are carctull Chriſti- 


lo. 
It youſfay you feare you doe ; 
Ianſwer : doe not you build upon 


examine your hearts, and they will 
tellyou, thatyoudoe what you canto 
purifie your ſelves, and toavoid finne, 
and all the occafions of it, ſhutting the 


ans (for to ſuch ſpeake here)doe not | 


needlef{cand groundleſle feares, but|} 


very |f 


| [ or the Roſe of Sharon. | Py 


very windowes on high, your eyes, | 
and ſtopping the fountaines of finne 
|| | Þclowin the heart, by a holy and c:re- 
, full watching overyour owne hearts, 
thoughts, and motions, evenas God 
himſclte did then ſtop the fountaines of 
y the deep, and the windowes of heaven, 
"|| |when he would diy up the floud, 
Gen.8.3. 
ke And therefore what ſhould let you, 
why you ſhould not cheare up your 
hearts with the ſerious conſideration 
@\1/ot this moſt comfortable doctrine 
®\|f|chatI have delivered unto you, tou- 
ching the moſt ſweet and comforta- 
ble roſe of Sharon ? 
"i Will you ſay that you meet with ſo | - 4.06. 
many troubles, croſſes, aflictions, re- 
| proaches, calamities, lofſes, and the 
{| like, that you cannot bee cheer- | 
full? 
| Thenlanſyer, thatall theſe things | 5% 
jj1||| ſhould nor ſhake nor moye you ſo as 
'to make you refuſe comfort, and to 
walke ſadly and dejeedly, ro the | * 
he |[8r<at diſheartening and diſcouraging 
| of others, and the hurting of your 
| — cn | 
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z. Ground. 
Heb.13z, 
11,12, 


owne fſoules, whom you torture 
more then needeth by a number of 
{e'fe-created vexations and trou- 
bles, which by your penfivenefſe and 
S_ you draw upon them : 
or, | 

1. All your afflictions of what ſort, 
kind, ordegree ſoever they be, what 
are they but purgations to take away 
fin? When God opened the windowes 
of heaven, and powred downe ſeas of 
water, even immeaſurably and moſt 
dreadfully, downe went all ftately 
towers,aud lofty buildings,and ſump. 
tuous monuments ; but as the waters 
roſc,ſothe Arke roſe higher and high- 
er ſtill, and was ſo much nearer 
heaven: So when God ſendeth flouds, 
and ſeas of troubles,downe goeth our 
pride, ſecurity, carnality, 1mpurity, 
and a number of aſpiring and riſing 
corruptions ; and in ftcad thereof 
Chriſt riſes, and the poore ſoule riſes, 
likeuatothe Arke, ever higher and 
higher, ſlcighting and deſpiſing the 


|world. Like that woman cloatbed with 
| the Sun (whereby we may underftand 


Chriſt 


or the Roſe of Sharon. 


Chriſt with his crofle and affliftions, 
as hot as the -Su») is ſaid to have the 
Moon , that is, all ſublunary earthly 
things under her feet, Rev.12.1, 

2. Theyare but like thoſe charers 
and waggons, which Toſeph ſent for 14. 
cob,Gen.45.27. for as they revived 14- 
cob, and brought him neare unto 19- 
ſeph: ſodoafflitions revive and quic. 
ken us,being dead and dull, and bring 
us nearerunto Chrift, who is-our 10- 
| {eph, then we were before. See x Pet, 

1.7,8$. 

| 3. As 1acob made his ſonne Ioſeph a 
coat of divers colours, becauſe he loyed 
him beft,Gez. 37. 3. ſo Chrift beſtowes 
ſuch various and ſnnary afflictions , like 
acoat of many colours, upon thoſe 
whom he loveth beft. See Rev.3.19. 
As many 4s 1 love I rebuke and chaſten , 
and therefore I ſfay,they are bur ſignes 
of his deareſt love. 

| 4+ Butlaſtofall, Chriſt himſeltche 
roſe of Sharon, I dare ſay is more ſweet 


then all your inward or outward trou-| - 


bles can be bitter, for he is asa ſweet 


roſe among all ſuch thornes, or _ 
like 


Pl 


2, Ground. 


3. Ground, 


4+. Ground, 


— 


— 
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| 


like afflitions;and he ſweetens them, | 


though other roſes cannot ſo ſweeten 
the thornes among which: they grow : 
even as that Tree did ſweeten the 
bitter waters of Meriba, .which other- 
wiſe no body could drinke, Exod.1y. 
25.for he aſſures us, that howeverwe 
{peed hereand may be entertained in 
this world, we ſhall rejoyce in him, 
and live with him in glory at the laſt, 
as you have heard that he will quicken 
us asa roſe, and revive us after death, 
whichis more then aroſe can doe : So 
as thatneeds we muſt gaine 1ofinitely 
more by Chriſt then we can poſlibly 
lole by him, 

Aud therefore as you take delight 
ina roſe, tho1gh ic be among thorns, 
lo take comfort and joy in Chriſt, 
though he be a roſe among thornes, 
thatis, ſurrounded witha number of 
oricking, piercing, and heart-cutting 
vexations If one ſhould rob you ofall 
thatyou polſeſfle, and y:uwere made 
ſure at the ſame time» of- an orient 
jewellin a ſure and a fate place, more 
worth athouſand times then all that 
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you loſt, I ſuppoſe you would not be 
ſo fooliſh, asto take on , and to vexe 
your ſelves about your loſſe ; but ra- 
ther rejoiceat ſo rarea Jewell, whoſe 
prize doth fo farre ſurmount the 
worth ofall your other goods, which 
are nothing at all comparable to ſo 
precious a Jewell. And did not Iafſure 
you but now of Chriſt, the roſe of Sh. 
ro, whoſe prize is above rubies and pre- 
cious ſtones, and whom yee cannever 
loſe againe after 'ye have made 
him once your owne ? and therefore 
[ hope yon will not be ſo fooliſh again 
hereafter, as to grieve iiamoderately 
at any afflictionsor loſſes of goods or 
good name by wrongs or —_ 
but rather rejoyce in Chriſt, who be- 
ivg that * peatle of ineſtimable prize. 
is better thena thouſand livings, and 
ten thouſand earthly contentments, 
and millions ofgold;and ſweeterthen 
allthe pleaſures, all the fricads, huſ- 
bads, wives, fathers, mothers, brothers 
liters, &c. inthe world, for they are 
many times rather bitter then ſweer, 


and doe more, grievethen relieve us ; 
bur 


c 


Am 
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the wils of 
ſach as ki- 
therto were 
averſe, and 
farre from 
Chriſt to 
ſ:eke after 
Chriſt, 
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but he is ever ſweet, andis ready even 
then, when they or any other thing 
doth crofle us moſt, ſweetly tocom. 
fort us,being altogether as ſweet and 
comfortable as a roſe,nay much more, 


as hath been largely ſhewedalrcady. 
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SECT. $, 


An exhortation to ſuch as want Chriſt, 
to ſeeke him in the Law and Goſpel. 


4+ — point may ſerveto excline 

the wils of thoſe men and wo- 
men that formerly were averſe 
from Chrift, tobe for Chrift : For he 
is moſt like unto 4 roſe in Sharon field, 
and ſo conſequently moſt defirable,as 
you have heard, wherefore as in the 
ſummertime, when roſes areplenti- 
fully to be had,every body almoſt will 
havearoſe in his hand : folct every 
one of you that hitherto wanted 
Chriſt Wo to get him into his 
heart.. But this is too generall, and 
therefore I'le deſcend to particulars, 


iN- 


or the Roſe of Sharos. 
inftructivg you of five things ; as 
namely, - 

1. Where this roſcis to be ſought. 

2. Wherewith iris to be taken. 

3. When it isto be ſought. 

4. Wherefore, or upon what 
grounds. 

5. What impediments muſt be re- 
moved , that it may be ſoughrandta- 
ken, 

For the firſt : I ſay that Chriſt is to 
be ſoughe for ** 12 the Law. 

8 2. Inthe Goſpell. 

1. This Roſe of Sharon 1s to be 
ſought for in the Law preached ; for ſo 
faith the Apoſtle, Wherefore the Law 
was our Schoolemaſter, to bring us to 
* Chriſt,Gal.3.24. Whereupon it fol. 
loweth, that as he who will gather ro. 
les, muſt ſeeke for them among 
*thornes : So he that will come to 
Chriſt, muſt come to him by the pric. 
king thornes of the law, as thoſe con- 
verts, AcZs 2.37. who wereſore pricked 


in their hearts before they could be ſo] * 


happy as to enjoy Chriſt ; and the rea- 
lon of this afſertion is moſt evident 


1. Dilarati- 
on of this 
ule, 


* Nam Roſa 
ex ſpina naſ- 
eitur,P lim. 

nat bit }.21, 


and plain, For 
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For as long as we are not to ſome 
purpoſe terrified by the law and made 
ſenſible of our owne miſery, we will 
not care for Chriſt, even as ſcarce any 
| body would have cared much for the 
brazen ſerpent, lifted upinthe wilder- 
neſſe, if it had not been for the ferie 
ſerpents,which having ſtung men unto 
death, compelled them to looke up: 
ſo we would hardly make account of 
Chriſt, if the terrours of the law, like 
fierie ſerpents ſhould not fting us to 
death, and make us afraid of death, 
death I meane everlaſting : Or,it you 
will take this compariſon, Men by na- 
ture are like mariners & paſſengers in 
a ſhip, which is in great danger,not far 
from a great rocke , as long as they 
have the leaſt hope that they may el- 
cape,and be ſaved in the ſhip, they will 
notleap intotheſea, and ſwim ; bur 
when they are told by the skiltull 
ſhipmaſter, that there is no hope of 
life, unlefle they doe ſo, then they 
willrather ſwim and try,whether they 
may come to the rocke, there to be 
| ſaved, then die and finkein the wo : 

0 


| 


————— 
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Soas long as men in the ftate of na-' 


ture (which is like a broken ſhip, very 
dagerous)may have any hope togo up 
to EST & do well enough,abidin 

where they are,z.e.in the ſtate of open 
prophanenes, or civil honeſty,or pha- 
raſaicall hypocrifie, 2nd keeping their 
boſome-fins, they will not wagge one 
foot to goe to Chriſt thus as they 
ought, forgoing and forſaking all their 
darling delights, and finfull profits, 
honours, and contentments; but when 
once they are abſolutely and roundly 
told by that skilfull ſchoolemafter or 
ſhipmaſter, whoſe name is Law, thatif 
they abide in that ſtate , and forſake 
not their torlorne hopes, and ſweeteſt 
fins, which are like greatly defired 
goodsin a broken ſhip, they mult pe. 
riſh and finke, and be engulphed in 
that formidable lake, which burneth 
with fire and brimftone, Rev.21.8. 
then, then will they rather doe ſo then 
dye ; rather ſwim to Chriſt, who is 
like a * rocke, upon any<termes, then 


periſhwith their goods ; I ſhould ſay 


profits, pleaſures, honours in hell for 
ever- 


— 


I Co. 10.4 ' 
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evermore. And therefore if any c 
youallthat want Chriſt, doe in 
earneſt defire to get Chrift ; Let him 
not refuſe to heare the law, and to! 
thinke on it ſeriouſly , that ſo he may] 
be thereby terrified and urged cffe. 
Rually togoe to Chriſt, even ſpeedi- 
ly, that he may not be damned eter- 
nally. But hereof more is to be ſaid 
hereafter, This is but to make way 
forthem. 

2. This roſe of Sharon is to be 
ſoughtin the Goppepreached, which 
is like afield for its largenefle, becauſe] 


therein Chriſt offereth himſelfe to as] 
many as will come to him ; ſaying,| 


: 


Come to me, all you that travell, and 
are heavy laden, and Iwilleaſe you,| 
Matt.11.28. ſo as that he might well] 
compare himſclte here to a roſe in 
Sharon field, whichis not ſoincloſed, 
and reſerved as your garden roſes are ; 
but may be had of any that travellerh 
by,and hatha mind toir , fordoe but 
marke his ſpeech, and you ſhall ſee ir, 
Come unto me, all ye that traveil] marke 


all,as ifhe ſhould ſay ; 1 doe not either 
reſerve! 


or tbe Roſe of Sharos. 


reſerve my ſelfe to my ſelfe, or deny 
my fſelfe to any that would have me. 
No,butlI am ready and willing to eaſe 
and to embrace even with the deareſt 
embraces of my love any poore tra- 
velling ſoule that comes to me ; and 
therefore, come hither all ye poore 
ſinners, that groane under the burden 
of your ſins, and ſeceke Chritt in this 
ſweet and gracious promiſe ; for here 
you ſhall undoubtedly find him , he 
S_ go from it, becauſe he is faith- 
a 


SECT. 9. 


Faith muſt be gotten for the taking of 
Chriſt. 


2, OF" I muſt tell you, that as he 

will plucke a role, muſt have a 
hand to plucke it with, ſo you muſt 
have the hand of faith, wherewith you 


leeving verily, that according to his 
faithtull promiſe he will be a Saviour 


may and mutt ly hold on Chriſt, be-| . 
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Leſt, 


Sol, 
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unto you,and refocillate you, and eaſe 
your poore ſoules of the moſt he 
and grieyous burden of fin, and that 
you ſhall have reſt by him here and 
hereafter eternally in the heavens. 
Sec Tohn 6.37. Him that commeth to me, 
I will in nowiſecaſt out, 

But how ſhall we get faith? 

I anſwer, Chriſt himſelte is theau: 
thor of it, Heb.12.2. and he works'it 
by his word and ſpirit, Rom. 10. 17. 
1 Cor.12.9. and therefore goe to him 
by yu r, andcaft your ſelves downe 
before the throne of his grace, both 
before and after the hearing of his 
word,and beg of him, that as he hath 
given you hands to take your meat 
with, and to gather andplucke roſes 
for the good of your bodies in fick- 
neſſe, that you may live the lite of na- 
ture : ſo he would give you the hand 
of faith, wherewith you may takeand 
apprchend him,being that moſt tweet 
and medicinall roſe of Sharon, for the 
good of your ſoules, that they ma 
live the lite of faith here, and the life 


of glory hereafter, 
Now 


EET EI LE TTLEYS 


| -ortbe Riſeof Sharos. 


Now it may be,that Chrift will not 
heare ye by and by, becauſe you would 
not heare him, when he did ſeeke af- 
teryou iti the preaching of his faith- 
'fulleft meſſengers , bur let not that 
diſmay you, forhe loves tobe impor- 
caned , and therefore ſolicite him 
againe.and againe.; and be ye as car- 
'neft with him, as once Rachel was with 
lacs ,when ſhe ſaid ; Give me children, 
or elſe I die, Gen.30.1. ſo ſay ye unto 
Chrift, O Lord Jeſus, who art the au- 
thor of faith, and canſtgiveitto whom 
thou wilt; even as - canft: give 
children when, and to whom thou 
wilt giveus faith, Lord; orellſe wedie 
=r forever ; or clſe, as once a 


old-* Martyr cried out in the 
laying, Mercy Lord, mercy ; fo 
cry ye (as being in the cftate of hell 
fire by nature, fo as that needs you 
muſt needs burne and frye forever, if 
ye have no ſaving faith, wherewith 
you may take Chriſt who muſt ſave 
you from hell) faith Lord, faith, even 
tru> ſaving faith letus have, that we 


* 1ob.B 

burac - ; 
King Hemy | 
the 4. time, 
Aww 140g, 


periſh-not in thoſe mercilefie, caſe- 
G __ tIcffe, 


> 


»Dilaratis 

Szek Chiiit 

while he 

may be 

1] found ſpec- 
dily. 


ly deſerved. : 


 Theexcellency of 6hrift, 
teſſe,, and ,endlefſe flames.of hell 


which ourformer unbeliete hath juſt- 


* 
' | 


SECT. IO. :: 7: | 
_ 


Chrift ma be ſought ſpeedily. " 


3o Af Necker you may; fiad Chriſt 
c (as hath, been ſhewed) imthe 
Law and Goſpell, you muſt ſecke hin 
while he may:be found,:iasir'is writ 


- |ten, ſeeke the. Lord while bg maybe found, 


Eſa.s 5. 6. which ſaying ofthe Lords 


| Propher; plaivly.intimates;that there 


isatimewhen he may,not.be:foundc 


- [ſome,who.ſecke hin 1900 late; where 
- [tore as they that. gather raſes rake 
" [theirtime, and looke outfor themin 
|the. ſuramer-, when they: may: havt 


them: ſofdoe-you looke out for Chriſt 
n:w in theſe warme ſummer _ 

the Goſpell,, -which ſhitics ſo faireh 
and fully among us z yea;to day ſeeke 
him asjtis written, Heb. 3.7. Te day if i 


wil heare hys-vaice, harden \not yout 
| hearts; 


a. 
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The excelency of Chrifh, | 
night-birds,” Lewvit.3 1,19. he forbid- 


derh his ie le the Jewes to feed oi 
bats or flindermice , afd thoſe twi- 


light birds fignified putters of, and[}!, 


rolongers of repetitance, and of ſee! 

ing afcer Chriſt, who thinke to flut- 
ter confuſedly about Chrift , and re: 
pentancein the evening of theirwil 
thered yeares,andin the night of their 
latter end; ſo asthat' eafily you may 
conceive how welcome moſt of they 


'& free thy ſelf from-doubting,repe 
while thouart in health*:'Fhus he of 
repenting, and ſo fayT touching ſee-|ſ 
king after Chriſt, 'will-yoti freE'you 
ſelves from the doubtwhether Ot 
will welcome youar laſt, after ye have 


- 


(LSE DEETETS 


or #be Roſe of Shayos. 


wafted your beft time, and his beft 
time, wallowing io finfull and ſenſuall 
delights,then ſeeke after him, now to 
day,without delay, and fay not either 


as they in Hagg.1.2.the time is not come 


forus tocome to Chriſt, itis too ſoon 
yet,to morrow,to morrow ; For God 

ſeeketh not after adilation in the 
voice of the crow, but an humble con- 
feffion and; groaning after Chriſt in 
the voice a hghing of adove, whoſe 
tune is, Now, Now ; and notas the 
'yoice ofa crow, to, moxrow, to mor- 
row;0ay come,you ſhallnot go hence, 


but you ſhall promiſe firſt, and reſolve 
yithin yonr-ſelyes, that as God ſhall 


enable you, ſo you wilt now forthwith 
ink upon this matter ſeriouſly, and 
ſeek after Chriſt in the Law and Goſ- 


| = earneſtly;and that you will labour 
or 


faith induftriouſly, praying to' 


Chrift for faith Wane, that ſo you 


may carry away Chrift at laft moſt 
happily, tobe ſaved by bim eternally; 


ou goſo,and to way theſe things,w® 


elong to your peace, hewill rather 
| uath G 3 ſollicit 


l know the devill will be loth tolct|. 


* Now queerit 
Dea dilet- 
0n'm in voce 
(@vina, /c: 
cf fione: 
Bs gmiY Cum 
lum! wo. 
Avg.n P/al. 


103, 
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| of your poore ſoules, and rocnſtate 


ſolicite you to ftay and tarry a little 
longer with him, as Lab4z would have 
ſtayed /acob ro be his drudge for a lon- 
ger time ; bur doe you nor hearken 
unto him,nor be perſwaded by him, to 
ftay a day or an houre longer with 
him,to be his ſlaves as you have been, 
no :; but rather hearken- unto the 
Lord Chrift, who in his word did 
now appeare unto you; and as once he 
appeared unto Jacob, ſaying, (as hee 
laid then, Ger.21.3.) Come unto me,and 
ſo conſequently,come away from Z« 
ban , I ſhould fay Saran, forhe doth 
but oppreſſe you, butlle eaſe you, yea 
come preſently,quickly, faith he ; for 
he ſpeaks in the preſent time, Come; 
without delay,mane, or early, which is 
Gods adverbe, whereas. the Devill 
ſaith, mane, which is his verbe, that is, 
tarry : well if I were but able to pull 
you away from this cunning deceiver 


you in Chrift this day, youſhould not 
tarry with him one momenr longer ; 
but iris God-who muſt graw you, as it 


is written, Tohn.6. 44. No man call 
by) come 


Q -& 1 -A £©A -_ mw A +# 
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| 


come to me, except the father which 
hath ſent me, draw him, '1947.6.44. 
And therefore as the ſpouſe of Chriſt 
did once pray for her ſelfe, Cant.1.4. 
draw me, ind we wiilrun after thee:ſo 
will I pray for you, Lord draw thoſe 
whoot themſelves cannot goe, thar 
they may come to Chrift, even as ma- 
ny as belong to Chriſt by the unalte- 
rable decree of thine eternall prede- 
ſtination. 

I for my part can but perſwade you, 
and it may-pleaſe God to blefſe my 
perſwaſions, and to make them effe- 
Quall untoyour pooreſoules, who can 
rell> and therefore , | 


SECT. IT. 


Foure grounds which (hould draw men 
toChriſt, 


4. | Rn you what grounds ſhould | 4.Di 
move youſo togoeto Chriſt,and ofthis uſe. 


. 


to ger him into. your hear ts, as you 


were inſttuQteEt. 


pe EE 


4.Dilaratis 


1. Chriſts 
ſweetneſle. 
Me thinks 
thereisno 

; earthly 
thing char 
yeelds fo 
perfect a 
plcaſure co 
any ſenſe, 
as the odor 
of the firſt 
roſe dothto 
the ſent, 
BuHall in 
his moſt, 
Excel.Oc-+ 
cal.Medirt, 
93+ 
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1. Doe but confider his admirable 
fragrancy and ſweetneſfle, for being 
likearoſe, he muft needs be as redo» 
lentas aroſe (whoſe ſent is moſt ſweet 
and pleaſant ) in regard of the ſweet 
odor of his gracious words and works 
of obedience ative and ye, and 
in regard of the ſweetnefſe and faire- 
nefſe of his perſon formerly menti- 
oned;and therfore how: 6 how ſhould 


[ye be moved with this tranſcendent 


ſweetneſſe of that ſweeteſt roſe of 
Sharon, toſeceke after it,and to get it? 
how farre doe men goe for fragrant 
adventure 


| _—_ - and how doe t 
their lives, failing in the Indies, and 
the ſpicy {lands ? but ye need not goe 
ſo tarre for Chriſt, whois ſweeterthen 
all ſpices;for he is nigh unto you,even| 
in the word , which we preach unto 


unto you. Againe, ye need not leave 
your \wark and home, and friends, as 
men that are bound for the Indies, but 
onely your finnes, and you ſhall not 
needto adventure your lives, if you 
goe to Chriſt ; for then you ſhall finde 
them, and ſave them y and ſhould ye | 

| ; | | not | 


is. 


— 


boo © oF o& 1 ue 0 
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not be willing then to goe to Chriſt, 
which is but a little way, fi 
beſt beloved fſinnes, which can 
yecld but little comfort 2 
2. Conſider his delightfulnefle : 
For being like a roſe, he muſt needs 
be as. deleRable as a roſe, which de- 
lights our eyes as much asany flower. 
* Some write of Tixw the. Romane 
Emperour,that he was of ſo ſweet and 
— —_— as that he was 
ommanly called, delitie gener is hu 


_—_ lhe bt 5 dang 


_ we may truly fay ſo, without 
ering, that he is indeed the very 
wg OY a Sce Cam.y. 16. 

e 


ordeleable,as the * rew hath ic, 
marke, he is altogether delightfull, 
delightfullI,name melyia his firſt 
for its admirable beauty, Pſalme, 
47-2. 


and mighty monarch of heayen and| 


raph bn} oo omar lovely, 


alin. bis gracious. Ti : 


+ Dalla 
des, » for » RNS hg Liga 
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2.Chriſts ; 
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ot men, 70h» 1.4. Now all know how 
deleQable and pleafing the light is; 
as the light of the ſun, the lighr of the 
ſtars, and the light of acaridle, even 
little children do rejoyceatthe light 
of a candle, and defite to play with it; 
becauſe they ſee adelightfulnefſ& in 
it, and we doe all take greatdelighr 
in the ſhining ſun,and ſhall take a farre 
greater delight in rhat maſſe of: ſhi: 
ping light; which we ſhall ſee another 
day in the-higheft heaven, which for 
* 2:64 | £5 brighenefle may be truly * termed 
c&2 beat 64 2uuro;rhat is;all light p and therefore 
how deleQable muft Chrift himfelfe 


needs be, who is the Light, and that 
T:o- | bghr, even that rtaiſcerident ligne, 

lobnx. 8. 'and that trace lighs which en- 
| bo guiun | Hebrenetth;thatis, * endueth withrea: 
'retma.ſcu | fon, Every man that commeth into the 
e131, | perld, oris borne ifhto the world; and 


24. \is the'cauſe of another light , for as 
much as allrhings were tnade by him, 
| ver. 3. yea, the very perfeQtion*of All 
created light, which* Plato termesrhie 
perfeation of ſhining bodies,” ** ** 

| © 2 Het ealled #*3aw/097, "and the 


Saviour 


Pn — 


or the Roſe of Sharon. 


title of his is ſo delighttull, as that ic 
ſhould even cauſe your hearts to leap 
within you, when you heare ir as Sainr 
hn did leap in his mothers'wombe 
for joy , at the voice of the blefled 
Virgins ſweeteſt falutation, Lake 1.44. 
ea, ſhouldeven forthwith pluck your 
arts out-of your breaſts and bo- 
ſomes, to tranſplant them intothe bo- 
ſome of Chrift ; for how delightfull is 
the very naming of a temporall Savi- 
our unto them that are in miſery, 
when they underftand or heare of his 
willingnefſe to deliver them ; and 
therefore how can your hearts chuſe 
but even dance for joy within you, 
whiles you heare me ſpeake of ſucha 
Saviouras is called the Saviour of the 
world, and of all men, and ſo conſe- 
quently willing to ſave you alſo, if 
youſhall beleeve in him ? for ſo the 
Apoſtle goes on,who is the Saviour of 
all men, eſpecially of rhoſe that be. 
_ becauſc he ſaves _ =_ ON-, 
corporally, but ſpiritually and ever- 
ingly, ht ackerbif he _ 
ut 


OR 


Savioxr of all men, 1 Tim.4.10. which | 


,* Piſc.inle. | 


260 The excelencyof Chrifh, AY 


= * preſerve you and others: corpo.. 
Taily ; 
- Nay is he not called ſalvation it 
ſelfe, Luke 1.39. toſhew, ſaith * one, 
that there is no other Saviour but. 
this one ; and this word falvation, 
uoth he, is the ſweeteſt word -inall 
the ſcripture, and therefore how de-. 
lightfull muſt he needs be, who beares: 
this name, which is the ſweeteſt word | 
inallthebible? 
4. He is ſtiled a bridegroome, lohn 
_—_——— hor er Latine ſox ws] 
us MK, as ng: 0 DV! 
Gs heavenly father, Shendas | 
nnto all true beleevers. Now how| 
deleQtable is the name. of a bride-} 
groometoa virgin,eſpeciallyit being | 
told her that ſhe may have a bride- | 
groome whoſe beauty and ſweetnefle | 
of diſpoſition paſſeth all other mens >| 
and therefore how delightfull muſt | 
|Chrift needs be, who is fairer-then 
all the children of men, and ſweeter 
to0, then all other men, in regardof 
his diſpoſition, and how ſhould ye 
'be delighted with him, O.mydearl 
; 


| beloved, 


or the Roſe 8 of Shayos. 
beloved , when ye ye heare me tell of 
bim defirin you even forthwith to 
chuſe him for your bridegroome, for- 
_ all other finfull and ſenſuall de- 
s, wherewith you have been hi- 
lghs, too much enamourcd and 
faſcinated, or bewitched ? O confi- 
derof it, conſider of it deare friends, 
you can never make the ike choice, 
while the world —_— = Lord 
our eyes and hearts, that ou 
«cm bw owne good, and | may noe 
letflip fo faire an © ity to be 
fo hichly P » and for ever 
made ip | ws ” 
5. Againe,is noceatio3a 
Cant. 5.16. This is my friend,0 pho 
aw f lersſalem. Now how deli 
ls good friend is you know 
e very i ohr of foch a friend 
Ba * faith . ; and hee that 
w_— - te _ faith _ ; 
the ſweeteſt thing that may 
bee -; nay; there 'is no thing| 27% 
better then = : next oo Nang 
tne e 
preferring it bee” Parent F 
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childre, brothers, for as ſhining bodies 
doe even, transfuſe ſome. of their 
light into thoſe me which are ni h 
untothem : ſo doth atrue and fait 

full friend ſend forth, and breathe 
|ſweetneſſe, and grace, and pleaſant;' 
neſſe, faith* another; and therefare' 
how pleaſant muſt. Chrift needs 
'be > who: js that true. and. faithful: 
friend indeed ,, who being once be-' 
| friended with any indeed, never cea- 
| ſes, nox can he ceaſe to, be kind, and 
| courtequs,, and affable ynto him,and 
toſend and dart forth ſome comfortay 
ble beames "of his pleaſant counge-) 
| nance inc his beleeying Score toi 


makeit li; lo! me, ſereu _ 
full 7 LES, Is all x oe com - 


| "0nia mon wi iy accord 1 

| 03_ny | HR OE ac Tt eres 
* anift 4,8. bach nd COD s of aſock 

Eth. 13 EE 
Is. «I: 4 Acomimon righteouſnes,] _ 

ym? | Los he buf: place, #93 6-L.f0r-1- -IzZ04 
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dog {o much for you, as this-friend 
willdoe foryou..Is there atiy that you 
knowiamong all the friends you have, 
andirwhomyou take moſt delight ? 
No, No, there can be none ſuch, but 
Chriſt, zene bat Chrift,and thertore, O 
that yqu were willing to.forget even 
farther & mother;brethren,and ſiſters, 
and all your kindred, yea,andall other 
friends beſides, that are carnal, for 
thisdeare friend Chriſt his ſake; as it is 
written, Hearken, 0 daughter, and conſi- 
der,and encline thine eare,and forget alſo 
thine owne people, and thy fathers houſe, 
Bfal. 45-10. The Lord incline your 
heartstodoe ity that ſo you alſo may 
be able to ſay in truth, This Chriſt 
who $3:that pleaſant roſe of Sharon, is 
oun4riend alſo as well as. yours, 6 ye 
daughcers of Jerufalem, Caw.516., 
13.rCenfider Chriſts lavingneſſe,; who 
toribeing like;a.noſe, and 35 xed-a54) 
roſe, in-regard of. his Hloudfhed; he 


AL 1 ks nn, 6, 


forvboReſegf Sharty. || | 

+.4.:A.common throne, inthat cele- 
ſiall kiogdome, Fev. 1.21... - 

Now tell me what friend.clſe: can 
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I, 
Chiits le> 
vingnefle. 


muſt needavernos loyivg, os al/$he 


| would 
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[great friends, * Damon-and Pyrhias, 


: [havedyed 
 Twere'minded'to deny you 


Theexcclency of Chrif, 
would never ſhed his heart blood for 
us. See how the Apoſtle reafoneth, 
* Hereby _— we the love of God, 
that is, of Chriſt, who is God, aswell 
as man , becauſe he laid down hs life for 
us, Great was the love of theſe two 


who were even ready to dyc one for 
another; but greater was Chriſts, who 
did lay down his Life for us, being 
then none of his friends, but his 
eſt Enemics, Roms. 5. 10. and therefore 
howloving, 6 how loving a Saviour, 
fayI, muft Chrift needs be, who out 
of his meere and free love would even! 
unſoule himſelf for us men by death, 
and depoſe his bleſſed life for us re- 
bels, that had j 
finfull life ! | CLE 

O go, gothen unto this loving.and 


gracious Saviour, ye __ finners, 
go, be not afraid of him, forif he 
would have you die , he would never 
himſelf for you; and if the 
that eter- 


expoſed. our| | 
ſelves to the ſtroke of death by our| | 


nall life, which every one of 
; "ou ſhould! 
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ſhould infinitely preterre before this 
preſent life , which is but fraile and 
mortall, and momentany, he would 
never have laid down his own moſt 
precious life, to deliver you from that 
death which is eternall ; or thus, as 
Manoahs wife ſaid oncetoher busband, 
when he was afraid that they ſhould | 
ſhould ſurely dye; becanſe they had 
ſeenGod ; If the Lord were pleaſed to 
| kill 19, he would not have received aburnt 
offering at our hands, and a meat off ering 
at our hands, neither would he have ſhew- 
ed ws at thoſe things , nor would he at this 
time have told us ſuch things, as theſe, 
Iudg. 13. 22, 23. ſo ſay Iunto you, it 
happily you be afraid leaſt you dye, 
and that for ever, being damned by 
the Law of God for your ſins in gene- 
rall, and for yourunbeliefe in ſpeciall, 
becauſe you have not yet by faith ſeen 
and beheld che Lord Chriſt , as it is 
written, he that beleeyeth not is con- 
demned already. Iohs 3. 18. if the 
vere pleaſed to kill you, he would not 
have offered himſelf as an offering 
unto God, his Father,upon the crofle, 

H neirher 
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4. Chriſts 
neeeful- 
-nefle. 


+ 4. Conſideralſo, my dearely belo- 
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neither would he have now ſhewed 
you all theſe things, which you have 
heard related of him,onely * beleeve 
beleeve on him, aud then you ſhall not 
die but live. For ſs God laved:theworld, 
that he gave his onely begetten Son, that 
whoſoever belceveth on him ſhould nat 
periſh but have everlaſting life , Tobn 3. 
16.wherefore * caft away tromyou all 
your tranſgreſſions, whereby you have 
travſprefſed, and ſo going away from 
your fins go and draw neere to Chriſt, 
by faithin his name, which the Lord 
in mercy grant you, For why will you 
dye, 0 houſe of Iſrael, Orthus,why will 
youdye, 6 ye poore haners, the Lord 
hath not pleaſure in the deathot him, 
that dyeth, wherefore turne your 
ſelves, and turve in unto Chriſt b 
faith, andliveyou, The Lordof life 
put life in you that ye may live, 1 
humbly beſeech his Majeſtie. 


ved, the xeedfulneſſe of Chriſt , who 
therefore reſembles himſelf to aroſe, 
that you may ſee what need you have 
of him. For Roſes, as you know, we 
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can * hardlyeſt ſpare of all flowers, | * The roſe 
becauſe they be ſo uſefull and ſo me- | 564i of 
dicinall, whereby you may eaſily con- | 1um * 
ceive how needfull then Chrift him- | -<22/47 in 
ſelf is, in whom, asthe Creator , ac- wrong 
cording to that ofren mentioned rule, | p#g.5; 5. 
there muſt needs be more medicinall- 
nefſe and needtulnefle then poflibly 
can be in a created Roſe, unto which 
= pleaſed ro compare his ſacred 
Clit 5 
Take a view of ſome particular 
| reſpects. 
' 1. .Sec howneedfull he is in regard 
of the life naturall. | 
2.. Inregard of the life ſpirituall. 
3. Inregard of the Lite eternall, 
1. Tobegin withthe life Naturaft, | 1.Inregard | 
[whatis it without Chriſt , buracurſed |; * iy 
death? for without him , you are ſtill 
under the curſe, Gal. 3. 10, 13. Soas 
that your very meat and drink, and | 
wealth, and ſtore, and fruits , and bo- | 
dies are all accurſed , ſee Devr. 28. 15, { 
16, 17, 18. till Chriſt who was madea| * 
curſe for them that beleeve, deliver 
you from that curſe, Gal. 3. 10. and 
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have you not cauſe enough to goto 
Chriſtto be freed from ſucha curſe? 
ſome Emperours and Kings have 
even proſtrated themſelves before 
the Popes of Rome, being but ex- 
communicated by Popes to be freed 
from their curſe. * Frederick Barbaroſ- 
ſa, that glorious and victorious Em- 
perour of Rome, dideven ſuffer one' 
of the Popes of Rome to tread upon 
his neck to have his abſolution, and to/ 
tree his fon , who was then the Popes 
priſoner at Venice. But you for your! 
part need not goe to the Pope of! 
Rome, but onely to Chriſt, by taith,! 
whoisin the middeſt of us, tobe ex. 
empred from the curſe of God,pon! 
your eſtates, and bodies, as wellas, 
ſouls, and you need not put your! 
necks under the odious teet of an Im- 
perious andinſulting Pope, but under 


- ]che yoke of Chriſt, whoſaith, 7 am! 


lowly, and my yoke ts caſie, and my burden 
& light, Matth. 11. 29, 30. and ſhould; 
ye not be willing togo to Chriſt, yea, 
into Chriſt, believing on him, to free! 
your ſelves from that curſe, which 

lyeth' 
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lyeth ſo heavy upon you, and upon all ; 
that you poſleſſe, | 

Secondly, Confider Chriſts nced. 
fulneſſe in regard of the life ſþ1y1tnuall. 

1. Itishe that muſt tree you from 
the burning heat of filthy luſts,, and 
covetous s Fon Yea, from the reign 
and power of every heating fin , even 
as Roſes either diſtilled or infuſed or 
conſerved, do take away, or allay the 
heat and hight of hot diſeaſes and 
purge the body. See 1ohn 8. 36. If the 
ſonne therefore ſhall make you free, ye ſhall 
be free indeed, whereupon it followeth, 
that if he deliver us not, we are in 
bondage ſtill, and are fick ſtill, even 
very»fick , irrecoverably ſick of the 
moſt dangerous and conragious le 
profie of fin ; nay, forever Pk and 
tor ever in thraldome for the will of 
the damned will be ever perverſe, 
laith* Lombard, Some ſins, men may 
leave indeed, for want of means and 
opporturnties, or for feare, whereup. 
on they may conceive that they are 
not ſo bad as they are. Yea, may even 
juſtife themſelves with che Phariſee, 
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Luke 18. 11. and conclude, that they 
are indeed converted, and ſhall be e-: 
erally ſav<d, but there is none for 
[all this of all thoſe that are out of 
| Chrift, who liveth not under the pow. 
er and predominancy of one com- 
manding finne or other, inwardiy, or 
outwardly , or both, becauſe Chriſt 
bath ſaid it, that he muſt make us free, 
if we ſhall be free indeed, mark indeed, 
orſubſtantially, really, exiftently, as 
the * originall hath it, and not imagi- 
narily, verbally, ſeemingly, as many 
conceive themſelves to be, being la- 
mentably deceived, and that either 

| _ | becauſe they never ſearch them- 
"$4" 2," | elves ro any purpoſe, or becauſe God 
« homo 4. | Bath deſervedly * given them over, 
win 172 | for their former delinquencies, and 
pc ogy abhorred exorbitancies into a repro- 
;recedut'- | bate ſenſe, that they cannot feele, nor 
--r\gg8 be {ee their fins. | 
vidhee pb Take a Survey, if you will, ofthoſe: 
cata (ia. | ſeveral Lordly fins,which comineere 


ys © is! 2 4 4 ' 
G47: | overthem, and then their guiltineſle, 


Tt "an, *a +4 * 


/e 1:14. x, | and filthinefſe, will appear as cleare ws 
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Firft, Some of them cannot deny,if 
they will buttell che truth , that they 
'are moſt horrible ſwearers ; though 
\perhaps they be notheeves, or adul- 
terers. 

Secondly , others moſt audacious 
prophaners of the Lords moſt holy 
and glorious Day , pretending Chri- 
{tian libertie. 

Thirdly , others they be no ſwea.| 53. 
rers, yet are moſt ſpighttull, ungrate- a 
full, and tubborn agJinſt their very | ,;,, #70; 
parents, being worſe then brute crea- | p-rmes fore 
tures, whichdorecompente, ſupport, | "= © 
and help their aged parents as much | /;pJecza 
as much as they can, 2 Tim.3.2, *'| 55% Gear 

Fourthly, others, though they be | ** 
neither drunkards, noruſurers,yertare by 

'moſt fierce like Tigers, bears, and 

Lions, when they are provaked ,' 2 

Tim, 3.3}. - 

Fitthly, others are moſt laſcivious, 
either in, orout of rhe (tite of marri- 
age, like unto filchy Dogs, and neigh- 

| [2g Horles, 
|  Sixthly, others moſt infatiably co- 


'vetous and greedy, like the © Horſe- 
1B H 4 leeches 
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leeches daughters, which ever cry, 
give,give, *{ucking blood and vomit- 


[ing it up again, to fill themſelves a- 


reſh. 

Seventhly , others moſt brutiſhly 
intemperate in eating or drinking, 
ſomerimes breaking out by notorious 
drunkennefſe , and glutronie , and 
ſometimes vailing themſelves with a 
kindeof reftraint,when they be not fo 
over-drunk, nor ſo notoriouſly glut- 
tonous ; as others , but only do over 
greedily pleaſe their pallates with 
delicate mear,and trong drink,which 
both they love better then God him- 
ſelt who made both, 2 Tim. 3.4. 

Eighthly, others are as envious as 


- |* $aul,or as af Peacock,who out of en- 
|vie, asit were, Hideth his own dung, 


which is moſt medicinall , that man 
may not be the betrer forit. 

Ninthly, others are moſt hatefull 
and malicious, againſt ſome, either; 
Firſt, Becauſe they differ from them 
in the power of religion ; orſecondly, 
becauſe they are like to carry away 
ſome profit, or ſome preterment , or 
__ applauſe 
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applauſe, which they would fain have, | 
and gaine tothemlſelves , or thirdly, 
becauſe they have giveth them ſome, 
even the leaſt diſtalte, therefore they 
cannot endure the fight of them, yea, 
they could even teare them, being 
like a * Panther, whoit he doe bur ſee 
a mans picture upon a paper will teare. 
it, becauſe he hateth him moſt deadly, 
and cannot abide him, 

| Tenthly, others are as inſolent and 
| _ as the devill himſelfe, manite- 
ſting ſo much by their monſtrous fa- 
ſhions, paintings, boaſtings, or elſe 
keeping ir in ſecretly to themſelves,as 
being contented with a hidden, moft 
eager and greedy defire of vaine-glo- 
rie,which like an ever vexing, urging, 
and ſcourging * fury ſohunteth them, | * Hoc enim 
asthat they doe even all they doe to — 
*be ſeen of men,who ſee bnt their glo- pre 
rious works, but cannot ſee their odi. | 9/nis 
ouspride,ard abominable affeation' > Pp , 
and ambition. I ſhould be iofinire,if I ; *Ma.22.5. 
ſhould nominate all the domineering | . 

finnes which reigne inthechildren of 
diſobedience, and convince them to 
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be out of Chrift, who makes men free, 
theſe may ſuffice at preſent; onely ſut- 
ter me to perſivade you, who live un. 

P you, n 
derſach ryrannous Lords,even there. 
fore to get Chrift, that by him you 
may be treed from ſuch an inſuffera. 
ble tyranny ; or if you will have me 
ſpeake more ſutably, to the metaphor 
of a cooling roſe, from the foreſaid 
burning * leproſie of finne, we read, 
2 King. .1.23. that Naaman the Syri- 
an was a great man with his maſter, 
and honourable, and a mighty man of 
valour,buta Leper, which ſpoiled all, 
whereupon a little Hebrew maid, 
which waited on hiswife, ſaid to her 
miſtreflſe, would God my Lord were 
with the Prophet that is in Samaria, 
tor he would recover him of his le- 
profie. Anſwerably whereunto fay 
I unto you, who may be ennobled 
likewiſe with many excellent na- 
turall parts and endowments , but 
withall arc ſtained with one kind of le-) 
_—_ or other (tor there are ſundry! 


ads of it) I meane one inteCtious] 


reigning finne or other, being either 
Out- 


: : 
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outwardly and notoriouſly ſpotted as 
Elephants, or inwardly ravenous as 
Wolves, or fierce as Lyons, orde. 
ceitfull as ſerpents (that I may allude 
toall the foure ſorts of naturall lepro- 
fie ) whoſe heat and powernone bur 
Chriſt the roſe of Sharon can take away. 
Toyon I ſay, as that damoſell wiſhed 
her maſter to be with the Prophet 
Eliſha,lo doe ye heartily wiſh and de- 
firenow that your ſoules may be with 
Chrift,that ſweet roſe of Sharos, Chriſt 
Jelus, that he may recover them of 
their ſpirituall leprofie. Some write of 
a —_— , that he wasa man ſo holy 
and gracious,as that witha kifle he did 
cure a man of his leprofie, afſoone as 
he met him, which relation whether it 
be true orno, this Iam moſt certaine 
of, that Jeſus Chriſt, the roſe of Sharon, 
both can ard will free not one leper 
onely, but every one of you whoſe 
foules are leprous, from their moſt in- 
tetious and pernicious ſpiritual le- 
profie, if you doe but kifle him with 
the kifle of faith. See AF. r5.9.how be 
IS faid ro * purifie the hearr by faith; 
and 
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and therefore ger faith firſt, and then 
kifle Chrift next, obſerving the inſtru. 
Qions formerly tendred unto you, 
and praying eſpecially, or ſpeaking as 
much to Chriſt,as the damoſell to her 
miſtrefle. O that our poore ſoules alſo 
were with thee, as the ſoules of others 
are, ſweet Jeſu ! Olet them cometo 
thee, and that they may come, draw 
them, and then free them, as Eſha 
freed Neaeman from the leprofie of fin 
and corruption, we humbly pray thee, 1; 
This doe, and then I dare ſecure you'ſ 
in the words of Chriſt, that ye ſhall be 
all cleane through the word of Chriſt, | 
or by vertue of the word of Chriſt, |} 
which I have preached unto you, love | 
1f-3- ® | 
Secondly, it is Chriſt that muſt! 
quicken you tolivethe life of grace: 
as roſes in vineger eſpecially doe re-|f/o 
vive 2 man that is taken with dead|ſ 
pulles, that he may live the life of na- 
tore, for therefore he is ſaid to be the 
lite of beleevers, Col. 4.34. and tolive 
iothem, Gal. 2.20.and this lite 1s ſo ne- 
ceſlary, as that without it we can doe 
| nothing, 
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nothing, that is, nothing as we ought, 
acceptably and fincerely, to the right 
end, and 1n the right manner : For 
otherwiſe men may doe many things, 
as Herod, cMar.6-20. they may pray 
much, heare much, read much, faft 
muſt, give much, repeate much, con- 
fer much, yea, _ may have ſhewes 
ofevery grace, ſaith * one, inſomuch 
as that they may even deceive both 
'F'others and themſelves, as thoſe foo- 


e.' liſh parabolicall virgins, Matr.25.11, 


$12. who, becauſe they were virgins, 
$; 4id make no queſtion bur they ſhould 
Fcnterinto the cceleſtiall marriage, as 
| wellas the wiſe ; for therefore they 
FB faid, Lord, Lord, open unto us, bur 
|| they could have no other anſwet bur 
Fchis, ver.r12. Verily Ifay unto yau, I 
know you not, for they wanted the 


e-|f|oyle of the life of grace, and held 
d | forth only the empty Lamps ofſhewes 


F ofgrace. Againe,they wanted Chrift, 
[whois the life of the righteous, and 
the oyle, or cauſe and ground of the | - 
lightandlifeof grace , and therefore 
hetels them, I know you not : ſo (at 

needs 
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needs you muſt get Chriſt, if ye will 
truly live the lite of grace, or elſe 
chough you make never ſo many 
ſhews, you will but deceive your 
ſelves,like thoſe virgins, or like thoſe 
filly * women, who, in ancient time, 
being deluded by Satan, did verily 
chinke that they did ride on beaſts by 
night, and travell over many coun- 
tries, when they did not : ſo you will 
bur imagine that you goe I know not 
how farrein the way of hte and true 
godlineſſe, having a forme thereof, 
whereas, for wane of Chriſt your 
hearts will nor ſtirre nor move a whit 
as they * ought, ſoas that you ſhall do 
what you doe in fincerity, and truth, 
and tothe glory of God, becauſe the 
truth hath ſaidit, wirhout me ye can dot 
nothing : O goethen and get Chrift, 
whateverye doe in the manner and 
order aforeſaid, and let none of you 
ſleepor flumber as the fooliſh _ 
did; but ftirre and rouze up yorr droo- 
ping ſpirits, and goe Feillace ſay, ad 
exdentes,tothemthar ſell, as the wiſe 
virgins ſaid tothe fooliſh, but a&ver- 
dentem, | 


— 
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dentem , or to him that ſells himſelte, 
I meane Chriſt himſelf, and beg faich, 
whichis like gold, for he ſellethir, yea, 
himſelfe, for loe here he offererh 
himſelfe, ſaying, Rew.3.18. I counſel 
thee to buy of me gold,thatis, faith, that 
thou mayeſt be rich, and rayment, that ' 
is, me, Chriſt himſelf, that thy naked- | 
nefle may not appeare, I adde by way 
of expoſition ; bur rather that thou 
mayſt be graced and clothed with the ! 
glorious robe of my righteouſneſſe 
1mputed, and with fine linnen of ha- 
biruall righteouſneſſe infuſed, and! 
derived from the fulnefle of grace 
and goodnefle, whichis in me, as the 
ocean and fountaine of all grace and 
holineſſe, 10h» 1.16. 

Thirdly, it is Chriſt that muſt cow- 
fort your ſoules, as roſes doe comfort 
the heart of the body. Sce [6h.15.26. 
loh, 16. 7. how himſelfe againe and | 
againedoth promiſe to ſend the com- | 
forret, implying, thatif any man will 


| 
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| bebedewed with the ſweet conſolati- | 

iſe ||| ons of his ſpirit, he muſt be beholding | 
to him forit, or elſe he muſt goe with- | 
out | 
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out it: even as whoſoever would haye 
corne inthe ſeven yeares of famine, 
was to getitof loſeph,or elſc he might] 


ſtarve, evenin Egypt itfelte, where 


there was corn enoughin the granaries 
ereQed by 1oſeph for that purpoſe. So 
a man ſay I, may live inthe church, & 
want that true and ſolid comforrt, 
which commeth by Chriſt, both in his 
lifeandin his death, though he livein 
aplace, where there is no want of com. 
fort, but comfort enough caught and 
profered,and to be had by Chriſt, un- 
lefle he will repaire to Chriſt, who is 
the true and caretull Joſeph, that muſt 
impart unto us his holy ſpirit the com- 
forter,and cheare up our hearts, as a 
role. 

Sume temporaries that are illami- 
nated and forward for a time, ſachas 
are ſaid to have taſted of the heavenly 


| gift, and ofthe good wordof God,and 


of the powers ot the world to come, 
Heb.6.5,6. may have certaine flaſhes 
of joyand comfort , butthe true, and 
ſound, and ſolid comfort, which dit- 
fers as much from their taſte, as the 
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rafting of good meat from the eating 
of it, none can enjoy and feele bur 


onely by Chriſt himſelfe;- inhabiting | 


thetheart, and bleſhog it with the 
ſweeteſt influence of the unurterable 
joyes and comforts of his holy ſpirit, 
by whom he.doth not only exlichcen 
them as temporaries, but alſo regene- 
[rates,and new'creates them in ſuch an 
[admirable and glorious manner, as 
'that the joy and comfort thence re- 
ſulring, "muſt needs bealfofull of glo- 
G r Pet. 1.8. And therefore as they 
that wanted corne, went to Joſeph in 
Egypr to get ſome, ſodoyerepaireto 
Chriſt, beleeving in him, that ſo you 
alſo may rejoyce in him with joy un- 
ſpeakable and full of glory : For why 
willye,and how can ye live ſouncom. 
fortably,-as ye have lived formerly, 
being alrogether deſtitute of that ho- 
ly ſpirit ot promiſe, whoſe ſoule-re- 
treſhing comforts none can truly 
teele, till he be truly and thronghly 

come home to Chritt. 
.3 So for the lite to come, it is 
Chriſt that muſt procure and "_— 
I tne 
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the ſame unto you, or-elſe you muſt 
never looke for it, but rather for 
death and deftruction, as.it is proba- 
bly conceived, that it roſes had mot 
revived ſome by Gods blefling updn 
them, they had dyed when they were 
taken with grievous pulls, See John 3. 
36. He that beleeveth not the ſonne, 
ſhall nor ſee life, but the wrath of God 
abideth upon him. Hence* Auſtin, no 
man is freed from the damnation 
which Ade hath brought upon us, 
but only by faith in Jetvs Chriſt. 
This one ground well digefted, is 
like ro doe you moſt good ; for as] 
told you formerly, the terrors of the 
law, breathing out nothing but hor- 
ror, and damnation, muſt firſt make 
you afraid, before you will goe to 
Chriſt as ye ought:cven as a great ma- 
ny men will aever yeeld to leave the 
world, and the cares of it, till they ſee 
chat they muſt die;and as ſome others], 
will neverbeg, being too much aſha-|1, 
med rodoe it, till they ſee that they 
muſt doeit,or ſtarve : ſo you will ne- 


ver yeeld to leave your deareſt fins, 
| and 


[ 
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and boſomedelights,and ro beg faith 
in earneſt, and to goe to Chriſt 
by faith, unlefle you ſee death as it 
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were before your eyes, and conſider 
of itſcriouſly , that you muſt ſtarve, 
and dye, and periſh for ever in that 
formidable and horrible lake, which 
burneth with fire and brimftone if you 
doe it not. 


| Andtherefore, as * men went no| * 
fatther, but tood ſtill by the dead bo- 


dyof Aſael : ſo goe no further,till ye 
have viewed and digeſted this chiefe 


and laft ground, concerning lite and 
death, that ſo you may proceed no far. 
ther, neither in your chaſe and eager 
rſuit afterthe profits, ſports, plea- 
ures and preferments of this world ; 
bat rather may beg ſaving faith of Jeſus 
Chrift, who is the author of it(as I no- 
ted before ) and then may lovke v 
by faith on Jeſus Chriſt, that ye periſh 
not. O my dearly beloved, what will 
not a man doe that he may not * die , 
Skin for skin,yes all that a man hath will 
be give for bg life, ſaid Satan once to 
dd, lob 2.4. I adde,efpecially,ifa man 


I 2 being 


* Duomodo 
bomines om. 
mem 1mpen- 
duzt operam 
Be 1307 L4R ut 
temporaluter, } 
quare non 
Mem 2e nmige 
IM in 
aeonmm, 

A ug ae verb, } 
Apoſt 1.18. 


| | being apriſoner, were like ro be cax- 


.| doth kindle, Eſa. 30.. 33- even far! 


{ nay, ſuppoſe a man might eſcape-ſuch| 


— 
as 
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ried every moment out of his pile 
the place of execution, there to be ro.| 
ſted in a chaire of. brafſe by a ſmall} 
fire, and {otodye by little and little, | 
and to finiſh his miſerable lite io un-| 
ſpeakable rorments, would not a man 
give all that he hath that he might 
not dye ſuch a fearfull death. And 
therefore what is it that you ſhould 
not be willing to doe , andto forgoe, 
who being priſoners too , muſt expe& 
every minute to be carried away « 

the devill, who keeps you in priton 
2 Tim.2.26, into the terrible place c 

execution, called hell, there to be ro- 
ſted, and to.be burned, 'and tormen- 
ted, net by a ſmall, but a greatand 
mighty fire, whichthe wrath or breath! 
of God, like a ſtreame of brimftone, 
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everandever, it Chriſt tree you not;| 
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'a temporall puniſhment. of fire, and! 


free him, falling downe betore him, 


ſave his life, if he would but goe forth! 
out of priſon to his King, who cal; 


| 


ue 
5 


and 
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and ſubmitting himſelfe uuto-himrto | 


*Y bettiſpoſed of by him, doe ye thinke | 
-o.\f0 | he would nor willingly leave bis pri- 
all fon, and even runto the King,and do 


J any ching rather, that the King ſhall 
'command,then burne, Well,you may | 
'eſcape ſo, I am ſure, and therefore 
ſhould ye not gladly leave finne , | 
which 1s bur like a Rtinking priſon , 
andgoeto Chriſt the King of Kings, 
who requireth no more but your 
comming , and the kaving of your 
finnes, and humbling of yourToules, | 
anda ready ſubmiſſion to be diſpoſed : 
by his holy will : Let Satan then ſyg- ! 
gel what he will, ſaying, how can ye. 
orgoe ſuch a darling delight > and 
how can ye ſpare ſuch a tweer gaine 2 
and how can ye live without fuch' 
honour 2 you may now ceafily pur | 
him off with. his owne words , f R 
ing, «Al! that a man hath will be give, 
U fer - life ;- are not theſe thine owne 
words 2 canft thou deny them Sa. | 
J tan 2 thon- canſt not, thou canſt 
F bot; andherefore, never trouble 
fv more with theſe infinoations and | 
BY I 3 whiſ-| 


5.Dilararis 
of this ule, 


| on in our finnes to the utter undoing 


— 
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whiſperings ofthine, weare reſolved 
to ſuffer ſuch a temporall loſſe rather, 
and to goe to Chriſt now, then to goe 


and looſing of our poore ſoules for 
everandever. Thus repell Satan,and 
thus be induced, I pray you, to confi- 
der the day of your viſitation, and the 
moſt terrible danger you are in, that 
ſo you may nas, ent. to Chriſt, and 
Chriſt may come to you, which God 
in mercy grant for his goodnefle, and 
for his Chriſts ſake. | 


— 


JI 
SPOT. Ih 


Sixe Lets,which keepmen from Chriſl, 
are tobe removed. 


The firſt s Blindneſſe. 


Ur Iamafraid forall this , left 
5. 4Imyperſwalion prove truitleſle, 
unlefſle ſome certain impediments, 
whichlie inthe way, be fir diſſolved 
and removed, and therttore Ile nov 


beftoy 


| "or the Roſeof Shavos. 
beftow ſome of my pains that way, as 
being confident, that, as when the pil- 
lars and poftes of an old tottering 
houſe are taken away,down comes the 
houſe, ſo your former and old Difpo- 
fitions which I ſuppoſe are now tot- 
tering and wavering already, - upon 
that which. hath been ſaid already, 
will quickly fall to the ground, and be 

ſtrated unto Chrift, who looks for 
uch, as are dejeQed and throwne 
down, if thoſe ſeverallpoſtes, which 
© | as yet keep them up, may be pulled a- 
J| way both by me,and yourſelyes, 

r. 1fay by me firſt , who muſt ſhew | 

them nnto you, and perſwade you to 
throw them away. 

2. By yourſelves, who muſt follow 
mx , forelſe I can doe you no 
: For the firſt, that I may diſcharge 
my dutie, I fay there are {ix maine 
polts, orlets, which yet beare up ma- 
ny mens tottering wils, and muſt be | 


1. Blindneſle, 
2. Blockiſhneſle. 
I 4 3, Baſe- 


taken away z Imeane, : -- BE 


ct. Let, 
1 Blindncfle, 


_ 


la Roſe, ahd therefore cares not fort, 


3. Baſenefſe. oc 
4. Brutiſhnefle. - ' **: 
5. Bitternefle, -' 
6. Bufipefſe. TRE 
1. Blindneſſe is a main ſupporter, 
and Keeper up ot-thewils, and diſpo. 
ſitions of men, to make them ftand 
= againſt Chriſt , and:ta go without 
. For, 1. asa blind man; doth not ſee 


-4 


thoughir be naverſo faire ; ſonaturall 
men, being blind, 2: Corizrh. 4. 4. cans 
not ſee any ſuch excellencyand beau-| 


tie in Chrift, for the which they ſhould| 
defire him , and therefare-they. care! 
not for him, though they heare us tell 


much of him, they may be nioveda, 
title forthetime, but 1fay they will 
not ſo care forhim , asto go to himaz| 
they ought, away from themſelves, 
and away from their baſe:lufts;. away 
trom- their pride, and away from all 
their hoſo@me fins, who be as deare uns| 
rothem, as theirright eyes, and right: 
hands. - 3 

2. Asablind map, who capnot ſee 
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or ſmeHa Roſe, being farre-from it, 
can put nodifference between a pain- 
ted flower, and atrue naturall roſe, ſo 
'paturall men and women , can put no 
' difference: between Chrift the true 

Roſe of Sharon;and the yain and tran- 
ſirorie delights, pleaſures, 'profits, 
' whichare bur like painted flowers,and 
| hence it comerhto paſſe, that they do 
farrepreferre the vanitie of periſhing 
creatures, before the everliving Lord 
of glorie,, becauſe they are not able 
to ſe& the emptinefle and nothing- 
nefle of the: oye,” and the filvefls 
fairenefle , : aridGlory of the other , 
Like Eſaps Cock, who preferred a bar- 
| ley corn, þef&re/amoricahr pearle, and 
like Eſav, whoſer a higher prize upon 
a pottage of Zentiles, whereby vene- 
able * Beds rfderftands vanitie, then 


| | upon his birth-right, whereby was ty- 


ec} tharas he opened the eyes of thoſe 


pified the inhericance of the King- 
dome of heaven, Gen. 24.34. 

IF you aske me how ſhall we re- 
{| | movethis blindeſſe > | : 
| ' E Anſwer, x.- You muſt pray God, 


two 


ee nn 
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two Diſciples that went to Emausthat 
they knew him,ſo he would open your 
eyes, that you may know him and ſee 
his glorious beautie , with the eyes of 
your minde , and alſo the vanitie of 
thoſe things , which you do ſo prize 
above him, orelſe Ipreachinvaio. 

| 2, Suffer me to compare | both 
\Chrift and thoſe things which you 
prize ſotogether , and do youthinke 
oftit, For thougha blind man of him- 
felf, cannot pur adifference between 
flowers and flowers by fight, yet when 
he hears others tell of, chem he may: 


| And fo mayyou beable to diftinguiſh 
'between Chriſt and finne , after you 
have prayed to God-to- open your 
eyes, and have heard the Minifter 
\fpeak of both in the preaching of his 


word, which his divine Majeftie may 
'blefle unto you, who can tell, I tor 
my part do infinitely defire it,and pray 
God that it may be fo, ſaying,even ſo, 
Lord, givethy heavenly benedicion 
and bicth 

work and illuminate thoſe men and 


ng to thy word, that it may | 


women , whoſe underſtandings are 


Hud dark-! 
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darkened that they may ſee. 

Now to the matter. - 

As for Chrift firft, him Ile deſcribe 
out of the Canticles 5.10,11, 12,13,14, 
15,16. concluding thence-from, that 
1. he is more faire. For ſo his faire 
Spouſe tells thoſe which inquired af- 
ter him, ſaying , What « thy beloved 
more then another beloved that thou doeſt 


ſo charge ws, verl. 9. My beloved is white 


and ruddy , ver. 10, of which beautic 
much hath been ſaid already. 
2. Heis moft excellent ftrong and 


valiant z For he is the chiefeſt among | , 
hack | 


ten thouſand , oras the * Hebrew 


it, the very foremoſt or ſtandard- |* 


bearer,among an infinitemultitude,wv. 
ib.ſeealſov.1s.the ftrength of his legs 

3. Heis moſt rich. For 1. his head 
is a8 the moſt fine gold,cyen * God him- 
ſelf, who is® richin mercy, and abun- 


dantin goodneſſeand in truth, Exod. | 7 


34- 5, 6. 2. and his hands are 4s gold 


rings, ſet with theberyl, that is, his a 


<works are moſt rich , and precious, 
even the moſt rare works of his; firſt 


Redemption; and ſecondly, Mortifi- | ” 


cation; 


1, Chriſts 
propeiries, 


I, Proper- 


tics 
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conflce aw” death hath 
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cation ; and thirdly, SanCtification by 
his holy Spirit. 3, and &# Beth, that js, 
his very death and *morrtalitie , mnm- 
plyed by his belly, as Gregory notes, & 
moſt rich, tending to incorruption and. 
immortalitie, ſignified by bright Ivory 
[which is moſt durable,and is aſſumed 
among Kingly ornaments), overlaid 
with $aphires } which are.of. an aeriall 
and heavenly. colour ,;apd fignivie 
thoſe rich and heavenly joyes and va- 
rions pleaſures , which Chriſt by his 
purchaſed for ys, ſo that in 
theſe words bere, you here of nothi 


| but of gold and precious m7 wy 6 


are doubtlefle/ler down, to ſet forth 


4. He ismoſt wiſe. For bz */echs. 
ee buſhieand black 45 4 Raven, that is, 
his wifdome is moſt, admirable, and 
his counſels ſo myſterious atd paſt 
finding our, : ſo deepand dark, as that 
none catmaceh orreachthem. - .- 

..5, He moſt harmlefle, and ſingle 
eyed, far tþk.cyes are 44 the eyes of dpvues 
thy the rimuers of waters, waſhed with wylk 
axd filyſeriithat is, heis moſt vere 
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and innocent,inall his works general- : 


ly, andin his all-ſeeing 'providence, 
eſpecially as interpreters note, v, 12, 
6. He is, moſt pleaſant. For hs 
cheeks are. as a bed of ſpices, as ſweet 
flowers, bis lips like lillies dropping ſweet 
ſmelling myrrh, verſ. 13. whereby is 
ſet forth'unto us, both the ſweetnefle 
of his diſpoſition, and the graciouſ- 
nefſe of his verball expreſſions, which 
have eeded out of his mouth, as 
Matth. 11. 28. and lohsns. 37. See alſo 
verſ.16. his mouth is moſt fweer,or all 
ſweetneſſes, as the Hebrew hath it. 


D'> POD 
DN 
7. Proper- 


rie, 
6 Grey, is 


7. Heis moſt ſure. For his legs are 
«4 pillars of merble , ſet 
fine gold, in regard ofthe s ſurenefle of 
the word of prophecie , ſpoken both 
by him and his. | 

8.::He is nioft ſublime and high. 
For hs countenance ts as Lebanon, ex- 
cellent as the Cedars} x.:as* Lebanon] 
which is a moſt lofric mountaine, 
2, excellent.as the Cedars} which are 
borh high + and incorruptible , as 
Chrift is. | 


upon ſockets of | 


oC. 
2 Pel.i.1g, 
20 


8, Proper- 
tie, 

v Libaxnus 
quippe mens 
eft in quo 
ſublimes 
valde + 8- 
doriftre ar- 
Lore: naſcar 
tur, Cedries 
etiam excelſa 
eſt arbor & 
imputribils, 


9. He is moſt amiable and raviſh- 
, ing 


| Greg in Lo6 
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ing. Forſhe concludeth. He & altoge. 
ther levely, or hc is all deſireable things, 
as the Hebrew phraſe doth ſer him 
forth more emphatically, roſhew that 
in him there is all that we candefire. 

But now what are all thoſe things 
which you prize ſo much aboye 
Chrift, but 1. moſt fowle , like dung, 
Phil, 3.8. in compariſon ofChrift, * 

2. And likewiſe moft weake and 
unable tohelpyou,and to deliver you 
inthe day of wrath, takea view. 

1. Ot Riches. 

2. Of Pleaſures. 

3. Of Honours, 

To begin with Riches, let a man en- 


grofle all the wealth of the land , and} 


fill his houſe full of filver, and gold, 
and let then Gods wrath _— 


him, and ſee, whether all his treaſures! 


will be able to deliver his Soul ; No, 
No, they cannot, they cannot, do that 
which properly belongs to Chriſt, 
who alone is able to free us from that 
{wrath, Eſa. 63. 3. andhence is that: 
{excellent ſpeech of Solomon, riches, 


profit not inthe day of wrath, Prov. 
b II, 


—— — 
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11. 4. Remember Spirs, ( who once 
was exceeding covetous of money, 
ſo as that he got abundance of wealth) 
what good could all his great cftate, 
which he preſerved by his apoftaſie, 
dounto him in the ſenſe and feeling 
of Gods flaming wratb, None art all. 
2. So pleaſures, how weake are 
they to reſcuea man then , when the 
wrath'of God is upon him, Belſhazzar 
you know wantcd nothing that might 
either pleaſe his daintic palate, or de- 
light his amorous eyes, and yetloe | 
how, when he did even wallow in plea- 
ſure, his countenance was changed, 
and his thoughts troubled him, So as 
that the joyntsof his loynes were loo. | 
ſed, and his knees, ſmote one againſt 
the other, becauſe the Almightie did | 
begin to manifeft his wrath againft | 
him, by a hand writing upon his wall, 
whoſe meaning as yet he knew nor, 
which notwithftanding he was ſo per- 
plexed in his thoughts, as that neither 
wine nor women could pleaſe him at- | * 
terward, for the text ſaith, He cryed a- 
lead ro bring in Aſtrologers, &&c, Dan.5.7. | 5%. 
- whereas yo 1 


O52 ww w 2} Hae 0 


En © FTY 


... © 


LO CY 


OE —— 


Theexcellency of Chriſt, 


whereas before he called for the veſ* 
ſels'of the Temple, and for drinke; 
&ci Now he calls for Caldcans- to 
know the meaning of -che hand wri- 
ting,” which he conceived to be a- 
gainſt him , becauſe his owt conſci. 
ence accuſed him , 'thns neicherthe 
delicateft belly cheere'; nor the moſt 
delicious love of women, can free's 
man from perplexitie-in the day-of 
wrath.” lb IM BOY 

3. The like may befſaid of honours 
and high places; let a man be cartied 
upon mens ſhoulders, as the Pope;and 
weare a triple crown upon his head; 
let him b2atrended witty all the nobi- 
litie of the land , where he lives,-ler 
him be honoured and idolized as 4 
god, like Alexander, and Herod, and 
then let Gods wrath fall on him, as it 
did on theſaid Herod, Att. 12. 23. who 
was cater up of wormes, becauſe he 
gave'not God the glory, when the: 
people ſaid of his ſpeech , Thi w the 
woice of 4 God , and nat of 4 man, verſ"| 
22. -and then ſee whether all that glir- 
teripg honour, and pleaſing applauſe; | 

wi 
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will be able to deliver him from the 
revernging hand of that great and 
mightie God , whoſe wrath burnerh 
like fire; alas it cannot, bur Chrift 
can, and none but Chrift indeed ; and 
ſhould ye not the pura higher eſteem 
upon Chriſt then upon theſe things ? 

3. Whereas Chrift is moſt richin 
mercy and contort, thoſe things which 
you prize ſo aboye Chriſt are moſt 
poore, and v4in,and exptie, More par- 
ticularly. 

1. Riches are moſt emptie and as 
unable tocomtort you, as they be un- 
able ro deliver you in the day of 
wrath; let a man accumulate and heap 
up wealch like duſt, and let him cum- 
ble himfelte upon heaps of ſhining 
*gold, and ler him ſee whether he 


Diffe- 


FeWce, 


* Like Ca- 
ligula, who 
was {o des 
lighted ro 
rouch and 

£9 handle 

monty, as 
that laying 
great heaps 
otgoldina 


can extract or attract ſo much as one | ſpzcous 


dramor dropof comfort from all that 
|Yabundance, to ſuſtaine and to retreſh 
him in the middeſt of Gods burning 
ice, and flaming indignation ; Tis all 


F ia vaine, he cannot : for riches are 
' {Fnothing, as ſaich che wiſeſt King, who, 


over-flowing with wealch himfglte,' 
K fou 


place , he 
woul.1 
tread on it 
barefoored 
and fome- 
times cum - 
ble hiolf 
in it. 
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found whar he writ by experience, 
Prov. 23.5. Wilt thou caft thine eyes up- 
on that which is nothing , for viches bett- 
keth her ſelfe to her wines ; marke how 
riches with him are nothing , whereas 
you thinke'that they are ſomething, 
and that there is ſome true comfortto 
be found in them, but do you imagine 
what you will. Ile rather beleeve 
Gods penman , and his experience, 
then your deluded and abuſed imagi- 
nations, and ſo conſequently I cannot 
but conclude, that ſecing riches are 
| nothing, they can comfort nothing in 
theday of wrath: for how can a man 
fetch any thing out of an emprie bag, 
 oran emptie cheſt 2 
2. Norcan pleaſures comfort youin 
{the day of wrath, and inthe houre of 
death, though your table ſhould be 
covered with the choiſeſt diſhes, and 
your beds ſhould be all of Down, and 
[Your Cellers ſhould be full of ſweeteſt 
; wines, and your eyes ſhould feed on 
the faireſt objets , and your eares 
[ſhould drink in the moſt melodious 
and ſweeteſt muſick., yet would - 
| a 
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all rhis' be able ro comforr your 
hearts, when God is angry , and; 
death approaches, like a cruell and: 
anmercitull executioner to bring you 
to the place of Gods dreadfulleft 
execution, called hell, marke but 
the end and period of other dying 
men, and ſee what little comfort they 
caatake in any ſuch thing. Forall is 
vanitie, Eccleſ, 1. 2. thatis, ameere 
* emptineſſe, and therefore theſe 
thiags muſt needs be ſoroo, and ſo 
conſequently unable to yield che leaſt 


day, ſo as that we may truly ſay of 
them, as 106 of his friends , that they 
are miſerable comforters, 

3. What comfort can a man take in 
all the honour and applauſe of the 
world, when he comes to dye, and to 
yield up his ghoft, orelſe is affrighted 
with the terrours of the Almightric ? 
letme inftance in Sau! , what content 
could he finde in all his royall pomp, 
and in the maſt glorious title of a 
crowned King, when God being an- 


K 2: neither} 


es 


true and ſolid comfort in the evill : 


gry with him, would not anſwer him, | 


| 132 


* For he 
wasnort $4 
muel but 
Swan 
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11) L, e th1pe 
of Samucl, 
Inflin May- 
'Y” vor vpiu, 
cz phud, 
mill.p.1 5 6. 
T heodbwer, 
Dueft.62.in 
lx Regta.1, 
Holds that 
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neither by dreames, nor by Yrim, nor 
by Prophets. x 54m. 28 6.and when that 
* ſuppoſed * Sammel, raiſed up by a 
Witch, told him that the Lord waz 
departed from him , and become hi 
enemie, verſ. 16. and that to morroy! 
he ſhould be with him, verſ. 19 ? upon 
chat the text ſaith, He fell all along on 
the earth and there was no ſtrength in 
him, wer. 20. ifthat inſtant he might 
have had all the applauſe of Iſrael as! 
muchas David, 1 Sams. 18. 7,8. andif 
one ſkould have ſhewed him all the 
crowns of all the Kings of the earth, 
to mike him merry it had been in 
vain; for what comfort can he take in; 
crowns, and worldly honours and pre- 


ferments, who within a day mult leave] 


che world , and looſe all the glory of 
it? itis Chriſt and onely Chrift that 
can then comfort the heart, and cheer 
it. So Maximins: that great and migh- 
tie Emperour of the Eaſt, what com- 
fort could he take in his Imperiall dia- 
dem, andinall the pompe, honour, 
and flattering applauſe thar ever filled 


his cares, and litred up his ambittous 
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me protulit ſex/ontiam per cdverſario. cre Eu Exlcſbift 18.c 18,29 | 
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heart, when the wormes, as-the juſt 
exccutioners of the implacably pro- 
yoked God of heaven, and moſt glo. 
rious _s of Kings did crawle upon 
[allhis bo y? none at all, though he 
'didevenrecant and revoke his bloo- 
dy edicts _ the poore and harm- 
lefle Chriſtians, becauſe he was no 
Chriſtian himſelf, and ſo confequent- 
ly uncapable of comfort, as being out 
of Chriſt , who onely can and muft 
comfort the heart. 

4. Whereas Chriſt is moſt wiſe, 
thoſe things, which you do ſo preterre 
before Chriſt , are woſt feol:ſh. See 
1 7:m.6.6, how they that will be rich fall 
into temptation,and into many fooliſh and 
hartfull luſts , marke , footii|þ luſts , the 
like may be ſaid of all _ elle, as 
of vain-glory, that itisa fooliſh thing, 
and maketha man a foole, and of the 
love of * ar phrkes , that it isa fooliſh 


thing, and of anger, revenge, and exvy, 


[that it is a foohſhthing: for anger is 
{aid to reſt in the boſome of fooles, and e- 
| 0 , . . 

very man, before he turneth into wif. 
dome, which is Chriſt, in Salomons 
4k K 3 Proverbs 


2. 
* A wbr. de 
Poxo, Mot, 
cap, 6. 
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Proverbs 1s judged to be buta foole, 


Prowv.8.s. . 

5. Whereas Chriſt is moſt harm. 
leſſe, thoſe things, which you valuea. 
bove Chriſt, are moſt burifull, for x, 
rishes like thornes do prick rhe very 
hearts of their owners, yea, pierce 
them thorow with many ſorrows, and 
drown men in deſtruction and perdi- 
tion, when they be ſo greedy, and co. 
vetous after them, 1 7:48.6.9, 10. 

2. Pleaſures, like the * anglers bait, 
have a hooke hid under theirenticing 
ſweetnefle, wherewith thoſe, that are 
inconfiderate , are caught and killed, 
Luke 16.19,23,25. C3 


3. The like maybe ſaid of honours, 
ambitionlly deſired”, and purſued, 
that thereby men are caught as with 
ſnares, which the Devill layerh for! 
them , to carry them along with him 
intoeverlaſting —_— for him, 


andall fuch, as are like him for pride, 
and other wicked qualities, Matth.2. 
41. Mal. 4. 1. 

6. Whereupon it comes to paſſe, 


| that, whereas Chrift is woſt ſweer,thoſe 


other 
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other thipgs , which you eltecme a- 
bove Chriſt, are, or will be in the end 
moſt bitter,che beſt fruit, that can grow 
from them , is * repentance and re- 
morſe of conſcience for ſweet meat 
muſt have ſower ſauce. , 

7. And whereas Chriſt is moſt ſure, 
they are moſt wncertaine and unſtable. 
For inſtance, x. See x Tm. 6. 17. how 


richesare {ud tobe uncertain, and ri- 
ches ſaith Selomon, betakes her ſelfe to her 
wings , like an Eagle, Prov. 23. 5. and 
therefore the forme of money 2gree- 
eth well wich the condition of it. For 
it is ſtamped round, becaule it 1s fo 
apt to run from him, that ownerh it, 
2. The ſame may be ſpoken af Hs- 
zours, that as ina wheele the ſpoke 
that now is upward,is by and by down- 
ward : ſo he that now l:veth in pompe 
and honour may be ſhortly fo dethro- 
ned from his greatnefſe, as that he 
may be little the better for all tormer 
happinefſe. Thus a great King once 


applycd the unſtableneſle of a wheele, |. 


when being dejected from the rop of 


his proſperity, and taken priſoner, he 
K 4 was 
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Arm 


| was inforced to drive a charior(which 
| indignity wasadded to his former dif- 
'|aſters,as a complement of his calami- 
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ty)as thoſe wheeles tvrne round, ſaid 
he, ſo doe mens conditions change 
likewiſe, they that are high onaſud- 
den are brought low. 

3. And are 'not Plesſures as varia» 
ble ? are they not ſaid to be but for s 
ſeaſon ? Heb.11. 25. and to paſſe away, 

x/ohn 2. 17. and doe we not find it ſo, 
that asa bird in the aire, and as a ſhip 
in the ſea under ſayle, and a poſt upon 
the lind tafteneth away : ſo pleaſures 
of all forrs doe poſt * and fly away 
trom us ? No longer then the meat 
and «drinkeis in ourthroats, and other 
pleaſant thingsare in uſe, doe we, or 
C:n we perceive any pleaſantiefle at 
all ; the conſideration whercof, cauſed 
* one to affirme, that therefore they 
are nopleaſures, but rather deccits of 
pleaſures, becauſz afterthey be uſed, 
their vigor preſently * expireth, and 
departeth, and is no longer to be per- 
ceived. 

Thereupon a * wiſe man wiſely con- 


cludes, | 
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cludes, that as Eſops dog, being dclu- 
ded with a vaine ſhadow of fleſh, loſt 
the true fleſh : ſo they are likewiſe all 
dedeived, who in ſtead of the true de- 
lights of the ſoule, conſiſting in ver- 
tre, hunt after the vaniſhing plea- 
fures of the iſh ; anſwerably where- 
unto, ſay I, may we affirme the very 
ſame of thoſe, who leaving Chriſt, that 
is moſt firmly and unchangeably plea- 
ſant,embracewith Demeas the tranfito- 
ry pleaſures of this preſent world, 8&1 de- 
fire you whoareſuch,ro lay it to hearr, 


change your conditions, 'which for 
ought I know may be very ſhortly. 

3. And are not all cheſe things, 
whi:h you doe ſo dote upon, moſt 
baſe and low, even much below your 
immortall and heavenly borne ſpirits, 
waereas Chrift is moſt high and ſub- 
lime ; and therefore were much fitter 
for your high and immateriall ſoules, 


Take a ſurvey of ſome of them : 
i. Whit 1s Beauty in men or wo- 
men, 


and to thinke ſeriouſly of it, that you| 
may change your minds, before God 


then thoſe baſe things here below 2 |. 


8.Diffe1Ece. 
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men, but a little colour:d skin, coye- 
ring raw ficſh ; and ſometimes, much 


xz; | rotten ſtuffe,and corrupt matter, that 


lyeth hid under a faire outfide, as that 
| faire Emperour of Rome once wrote 

toa friend of his,fo as that Gods word |. 
» | might well ſay, that favour is deceit- 


*, |full and beauty vaine, Prov. 31.30? and 


is there no difference then between 
- [this vaine, and Chrifts matchlefſe 
fairenefle, both inward and outward ? 
and is not that ſame firter for your 
ſublime ſpirits, then that whichis fo 
 Howand vain? 

2. Whar is Meat , which the baſe 
glucton preferres before Chrift, but a 
:, {morſell of a dead bird , or beaft , or 
ſome other livelefle creature , too 
| ow an object for man, who being the 
 maſter-peece of earthly creatures,and 
Lord of them all, ſhould infinitely 
preferre the Lord Chriſt, who being 
moſt ſublime,and the very food of the 
foule, is moſt fit for his unſatiable ap- 
petite,and tor his aſpiring Spirit ? 

3. What is V:»e, which the drun- 
kard preferreth before Chriſt, bur on- 


ly 
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ly the refined blood of the vine, which 
ſprings up from the earth, too lowan 
Lied alſo fora man inſpired withan 
immottall ſoule, which he ſhould ra- 
ther inebriate and make drunke with 


vine, which came down from heaven, 
toſatiate our thirſty ſoules on earth ? 


4. Whatare Clothes, bur either the | | 


excrements of wormes, or the haires ! 
and coats of beaſts, borrowed of 
them, or rather taken from them by 
violence? which cauſed * once Deme- 
ex to checke a vaine man for bein 
proud upon his purple clothes, whil. 
pering theſe words1nto his cares; 

Hews tn,hec ante te geſtabat ove, 

This # ſheep did weare before you. 

Compare then that which comes 
from beaſts here below with Chriſt, 
who comesſrom above, and is a farre 
more fitter object for your immorrall 
ſpirits , which be is moſt willing ro 
clothe with himſelfe, as with a * gar- 
ment,more glorious then the ſun, that: 
ſoyou may ſcorneto ſet a higherprize 
upon ſo low and baſe an objc&, as 


your 


PEE 


4- 


os Ereſm [.3, 


8 | Apophe, 


yg. Difcrecc 


— 


The excelency of Chriff, 


your cloathes are, then upon Jeſus 
Chrift, the Lord of glory, and upon 
the garment of his ſalvation. 

5. And what is «pplasſe but a little 
vaniſhing breath, and a paſling ſound, 
which alſois tolowan obje@ tor that 
ummortall breath, which breatheth in 
your humane breaſts, and ſhould be 
fed with no ſuch corrupted aire,exha- 
ling from finfull and corrupt men; but 
with the incorruptible, high,and hea- 
venly ſpirit of Chriſt , and with his 
everlaſting and bright ſhining glo. 
ry? | 
6. Againe, what is wealth , gold1 
meane and filyer , but a little ſhining 
clay, and painted earth ? too low au 
object likewiſe for ſach lofty ſpirits,as 
lodge in theſeyour breafts, whoſhould 
rather pant after thoſe highand hea- 
venly, and incorruptible treaſures ard 
riches thatare in Chriſt, Col.2.3. 
whom dwelleth all the fulneſſe of the Goa- 
head, which is the tountaine of all ri- 
ches * bodily, Cel,2.9. 

7. Andlaftly,whereas in Chriſt are 


all defirables is may be truly ſaid - | 
; all 


— | 
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all other earthly things, which are ſo 
preferred before Chrift, that there is 
none of them all ſo abſolute or con« 
tenting and fatisfatory, as that one 
might ſay, now I have enough, I de- 
frreno more. Will you ſee inſtances? 
Leta man empty all the ſpicy Iflands 
of their fragrant ſpices, and let him 
[evacuate all the richeſt mines in 
America of their moſt precious mi- 
nerals, and let him find out the Philo- 
ſophers ſtone, if he may poſſibly be 
| pomen, and thenlet him turne all that 
he touches with it into beaten and ſhi- 
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ning gold ; and befides all chis, let him 
empty the Erythrean ſeas of their ori- 
ent and brighteſt pearles;nay,let him|« 9,,, 
.ingroffe and get into his hands the | entiun 
| whole materiall, and moſt ſpacious, 94m #f 
| | nolant | Wea 


world , whichrhe ancient Poets have ,,,, lice. 


called «ri pe#Þo, that is,infinite, by rea- | um xovem 


ſon of his vaſteneſle, and incredible — | 
bigneſſe, in its * circumference. —— 
| AndyetIdarefay, that all this will. 7* Zu 


|\not, yea, cannot fatisfie the infinite _ 


and immeaſurable appetite of his tri- Dae | 


angled and unſatisfiable heart : For #9/-ciilt. 
neR,z.c.22. 
how "IO 
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how can. fuch a round globe as the 
worldis, filla triangle ? and what faith 


the wiſeft _ thatever ſwayed ſcep- 
ter upon earth : He that boverh ſalver, 


| /ball not be ſatufied with ſilver, Eccleſ, 


Fo 
: Hence * Alexander that great Pel- 
lean Monarch, havinga world of king. 
domes,yct weeps, and takes on,and is 
diſcontented , becauſe he heard that 
there was but one world for him to 
conquer ; whereas his inlarged heart 
did wiſh that there. had been many 
more, 

2. Let a man drinke in pleaſures 
likea river, and lIct him fill his belly 
with the moſt exquiſite and delicious 
varieties of meat and drinke, let him 
have the* faireſt woman in the worlds 


«| circumference, and ler him pleaſe his 
cares withrhe molt raviſhing and en- 


chanting muſicall harmonies, and yet 


| I dareſay, he will not be pleaſed, but 


find a vexation and wearineſle, and 
and unfatisfiablenefle, and emprines, 
evenin the affluence and fulnefle of 


. all theſe earthly Paradiſes, if you will 


not 


UC 
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notbeleeve me, beleeve Solomon, who 
for his part enjoyed as much pleaſure 
as was poſſibly to be taken in the moſt 
dainty diſhes, orſweeteſt wines, or 
ifulleft women, or the moſt plea- 
fing and melodious muſicke, as you: 
may read, Eccleſ.2. 1 ſaid in my heart, 
to now, 1 will prove thee with mirth, 
therfore enjoy pleaſures ,c.ver.1.again, 
[ ſought in my heart to give my ſelfe ts 
wine,ver.g. 1 gate me men-ſingers, and 
women-ſingers, and the delights of the 
ſonnes of men, 4s muſical inſtruments, 
and that of all ſorts, ver.$. and whatſs- 
ever mine eyes deſired, 1 kept not from 
them, 1 withheld not my heart from any 
Joy ; for my heart rejoyseth in all my la- 
bours,ver.x0. adde his ſeven hundred 
wives,princeſſes, and three hundred con. 
cubines, x King.r1.3. and his daily de- 
licate proviſion of Harts, Ro-bucks, 
and Fallow-Deare, and fatted foule, 
beſides fatted oxen and ſheep, 1 King. 
4+22,23. 
And yet at laſt he conld draw no- 
other concluſion from all ſuch premi- 
ſes, but the very ſame which I have 
| here 
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here ſer downe, athcming that a man 
ſhall fiad in the end even an emprines 
and wearineſſe, and trouble in the 
very tulneſſe of all ſuch pleaſing and 
cake 

\ and 


fugitive follies. Heare him { 
I ſaid of laughter thou art m 
of mirth what doth it ,ver.2. Again,thes 
I looked on all the works that my hands 
had wrought,&c. and behold all was ya- 
nity an4vyexation of ſþirit,and there was 
no profit under the ſunnt ; and therefore 
I ſuid,that onely #n the ſunne, that is,in 
Chriſt the ſun of righteouſnefle , and 
notunderthe ſunne , or io things be- 
low this ſun, there are or can beall de- 
Grables. 

3. Let a man have as much honour 
asthe fiſhes 10 che great occan haye 
water, let him ever ſwim in the prai- 
ſes of men, and let him fiye upon the 
wings of fame, and foareas highasan 
Eagle, let him draw in the breath of a 
world of applauding fluterets,yea, let 
him live by ſuch breathas the * Cha-| 
mzleon doth by the aire, and yct1 
dare fay that all that aiery and glirte- 
ring glory will not content the moſt 
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unfatisfiable breath, or ſoule, 
which eyer craves more till be dee fill 
it,who1s called the King of glory, and 
God Almighty, or all-ſufficienr, and 
all-honourable, Gen. 17. 1. See Eft. 3. 
how reftlefle , and how diſcontented 
ambitious Haman was, even then, 
when Ahaſurrus had'promoted him, 
and ſet his ſeat above all the Princes 
[that were with him, wver.r. becauſe 
\Mordecai, a poore deſpiſed Jew, who 
late in the gate, and did pot bow to 
him,the text ſaith, he ws full of wrath, 
ver.y. 

None of all his mounting greatnes 
and towring honour could then fatis- 
fiehis vexedand diſcontented mind ; 
which ſhewes how ſmall a matter will 
marre and unglorifie all the ftarelieſt 
pomp, and moſt refulgent and admi- 
redglory of the world , every poore 
caitite, and moſt vileſt wretch; retu- 


cager and greedy defire of his af piring 
an 
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to,13able to eclipſe ir, and to create 
evenalittle hell in the aſpiring mind 


ofa vaine-glorious perſon, who there- 
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tore,as a * father ſaith wel,may be ſaid 
to have as many Lords, unto whom, 
he is ſubject, as there be men among 
all the people , among which he 11. 
veth, though in his mind he doe def- 
piſe them all, ſo that honour cannot 
poſſibly ſatisfie. If Alexander get up 
into the inperiall throne of Dariw, 
aud be made a Monarch of the world, 
yetthat will mot content and ſuffice 
his aſcending and lofty mind, bur he 
muſt needs be Deified too, and called' 
a* God, and 1upiter in ftead of Kin 
King Philip nauſt be his father. G 

God, what will not the reſtlefle ſoules, 
of men doe anddefire, when they be! 
out of Chriſt,'who onely can and muſt | 
ſa:iate our endleſle appetites, being 
himſelfealldefirables , andrthe.onely| F 
ocean of all defirables, whence they; 
doe origivally flow, and whether they 
doe finally returne : ſo as that Paulin 
might well ſay of him, as he did inthe 
want of all tings, Tw« es mibi omnia, 
thou Lord art to me in ſtead of all 


chings.- Have what you will, defire| 
what you will, and yet youſhall want 
one 
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one thing or other ſtill, till you come 

bome to Chrift, and he be unto you 
all in all, The Lord open your eyes, 
that you may now ſee all theſe diffe- 


rences clearly,and weigh them duely, 
and compare them together wiſely, 


fo. 


that ſo you may chuſe at laft the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, in whom are all defira- 
'bles,unfainedly,and alſo may be ſaved 
ererlaſtin ly. Amen,Good Lord, let 
itbe even ſo, if itbe thy will to haveir. 
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of Blockiſhneſſe;the ſecond Let. 
THe ſecond let which here muſt be 


SECT. 13: 


 L pulled away,is Blecksſhneffe, wher- | The ſecand 


by many men and women are ſo ftu 
fied, as that they care as little fort 
ſe of Sharon,as a great many of your 
blockiſh. countrey people care for 
Fother roſes, though they have great 
.Eftore of them in the countrey : For 
nceive that they may 


they doe not co 


mm 
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be ficke and ftand in ſome need of 
them, and therefore they will at 
take the paines £o gather them, and 
{to preſerve rhem againſt a time of 
|faratnefſcor ficknefſe which may hap- 
pen y Nor doe a great many men 
us once ſeriouſly thinke upon 
| , when Chriftche roſtof 
Sharon villdoe a man more good then 
{this whole world, it it =_ —_— | 
one entirel of ,nay,t 
{doc even pcktly = off all ſuch 
{penfiverhoughts as now and chen doe 
{mind them of ſuch a day : Like that 
|timorous Kingof France, who chat- 
ged all his followers, that chey ſhould 
not once name before him that moſt 
| dreadfull, feartull name of death;they 
doenor defirc to thinke that ere long 
. {they muſt ſicken, and dye, and come! 
ag judgement; and therefore,though! 
[we Minilters tell chem neverſo much 
{oi Chriſt,and doe eyen filltheir cares 
with Chriſt, and make them even 
| weary toheare ſo much of Chriſt, yet 
;can we doe them no good, | 
| they be ſo blackiſh, as that they can-| 
net! 
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or the Roſe of Sharon. | 


not or will not remember their latter 
end. Sothat needs thou muſt remove | 
out of the way this blocke, if thou be 
yet oat of Chriſt, and remember thar | 
aday is comming, evena day of dark- | 
refle, and of gloominefle, 2 day of 
clonds,and of thicke darknefle, 1ge} 2. 
2.when thou ſhalt lie downeupon thy 
death-bed,inthy laſt fickneffe,unteffc 
God rake thee away ſuddenly. When | 
the * keepers of the houſe, thine armes 
ſhall cremble, and the * frong men, thy 
knees ſhall bow themſelves, and the 
grinders,thy teeth, I mean, ſhall ceafe, 
and thoſe that looke out at the windowes, 
even thoſe very eyes of thine ſhalt be |_ 
darkened, when friends will be tron 
blefome unto thee, thy fervants or| 
thoſe that ſhall keep thee, will not be} 
able topleafe thee, when ſpeaking will 
ſpend thee, and filence grieve thee, 
and thy witfand childiten thofe pte- 
cesof thy ſelfe, in anothet kind, wee- 
ping about thee will torment thee, 
and when thy feet will begin to grow 
cold, and thy face to waxe pale, rhy 
lips and mouth to retire, thine eyes 

3 ro ! 
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* Yancheſt: y 
al mondo. 


v 27,27 ator 
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C0:Hmut, 

{ wurrin de 
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So that the 
d:fiotucion 
of ſoul and 
body moſt 
nearly */. 
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be cxcce- 
ding great. 
*P. Boayſtu- 
an mm {49 
the'a'ro mun- 


' [moſt abhorred underprizing and un- 


to pitch,thy rongue to faile, thy teeth 
tocloſe, thy breath to faint, thy heart 
to beat and ake ; and when the me. 
mory, the magazine of the ſoule , as 
* one aptly termes it, will recount all 
that thou haſt done, thought, or ſpo- 
ken, and Satan, yea, many devils and 
malignant ſpirits will in this thy laſt 
aſſault with combing} forces ſur- 
round thy bed, aad lay to thy charge 
what thou now lighteſt, even thy 


deryaluing of the Lord Chrift, and 
thy wiltull neglect of a number of 
golden ſeaſons, and precious duties, 
befides an infinite multitude of other 
moſt grievous and haynous abomina. 
tions, yourhtull luſts, and execrable 
pollutions, extortions, oathes, cur. 
ſings, revilings, and the like, which 
will moſt bitterly aggravate the unex- 
preflable * paine of death, who in the 
meane while will put thy whole dying 
body into a moſt grievous and coldelt 
ſweat, as an jvfallible * evidence that 
nature is now yaLquiſh: d, yea, will be 
ſure tobatter chiefly thy once ſtrong- 


p- 2 PÞ-147. | 
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or the Roſe of Sharon. 
eftcaſtle the hearr, ftraighteningand | 


diſtreſſing it round on every fide, and | 
burfting che very ſtrings of it, to 

make the laſt fatall breath, and to! 

fetch out by force and maine ftrength | 

thy poore andtrembling ſoule, and to | 
deliver it, it thon dye out of Chriſt 

(which God forbid) unto his fellow, 

the ſecond death, to be tormented for 

ever and ever : For therefore ir is; 
written, Luke 12.20.thow foole,this night | 

thy ſoule ſhall be required of thee, * or,* "im. 
theFſhall require thy ſoule of thee. | 
Marke they, and who they be, thinke 
ye? the firſt dearth, and theſecond,one 
ſucceeding, as it were, and'ſeconding 
the other ; and th-refore 1 beſeech' 75 ciaugy. 
you, think but ſerioully and trequent+| 2.F::q-<:1y 
ly on this your lat ii:knefſe, and upon 
your latter end, which is approaching, 
and be nat ſo blockiſh as formerly | 
you have been : Forthen,as the litzle 
Bee, which ſoſooneas flowers ſpring, 
goeth abroad, vieweth the gay diape-| 
ry ,. and the variety of the ſweeteſt - 
flowers', growing jn the colonied 


fields, fraights her thighes, makech a 
; L 4 


curious 
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curious combe,and ſo betimes hoards 
up honey in the pleaſant ſummer 
againſt the cold, ſad and troubleſome 
winter : ſo you cannot chuſe bnt rake 
this golden opportuvity, which God 
in mercy oftercth you, cauſing the 
moſt ſweeteft roſe of Sharon, even Je- 
ſus Chriſt him{clfe, blefled tor ever,to 
ſpring,as it w:re,and to appeare. Here 
before you, I fay you cannot bur goe 
torth now forthwith, & uſe the means 
tormerly ſhewed, that you may ſucke, 
provide, and get,L will not ſaya Pttle 
' corruptible honey out of this my text, 
which is Chrifts owne ſpeech. ; but 
—_ himſelte, who is ſweeter then 

oney, though it be made never ſo 
pleaſant with the moſt fragrant roles, 
againſt that moſt heavy , moſt grie- 
vous, and ſyrrowtull winter of your 
latter end, which is to come. 

The Lord make you thinke: upon 
it, that you may not neglect or For 
flow this moſt pleaſant ſummer day of 
your molt gracious viſitation, in the 
which the Lord Chrift doth 1o blef- 


ſedly appeare unto you in his dloteg 


fr” © we 
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word, 
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or the Roſe of. Sharon. 


word, and proffers himſelfe unto you 
ſo lovingly and pleaſantly, like a roſe 
fullfreſhand faire in the field. 


H— 


SECT. 14. 
Of Baſenefſe,the third Let. 


3 A® ſome baſe people will nor 

gather roſes to beftrow their 
cloathes and roomes with the ſame, 
though they ſmell moft odiouſly and 
abominably, becauſe they.can endure 
any ſenr,and make no reckoning of it, 
being uſed to it : ſo carnall men and 
women are ſo baſe and ſordid, as that 
they will not get Chriſt, becauſe they 
are ſoaccuſtomed to the filthy ſmell 
of ſin,as that they doe ſcarſe perceive 
it themſelves, though a ftranger to 
them, whois not uſed to ſuch anabo- 
minable ſent, doe ſmell it quickly;and 
therefore, I pray you be ſenſible -of 


this baſeneſſe, and remaine it by la- | 


bouring to be ſenſible of thoſe odious 
{imels, which your filchy hearts doe 


CONnN- 


3-Ler, 
Baſen: fle, 
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continually exhale and ſend forth, ay 
itis written, that every imagination of | 
the thaughts of mans heart(by nature)s 
oncly evill continually Gea.6.6,and that 
out of the heart proceed evill thoughts, 
murders, cdulteries, fornications, - ts, 
falſe witneſſe, bl:ſphemies, which atfile « 
man,Mat.15.19,20, | 

| Doe ye nor ſmell theſe abominati- 
ons brethren (I ſpeake bur ro theyuil. 
ty)nay ſhould > not perceive them ? 
how can you chuſe ? every body that 
knowes you,cannot but take notice of 
' you how baſely you carry your ſelves, 
and how ſtrangely you be overſwayed 
with' fiercenefſe and. anger, and with 
monſtrous pride, which doth even 
tinke before God and man, and ſome. 
times with filthy avarice, and other 
times with -that deteftable finne_ of 
drunkennefle , and therefore fceivg 
others note you, .can you not, and| 
ſhould you not obſerve it' ip your 
{clves, being privy to your very hearts 
and moft fecrert and reſerved imagi. 
nations , which others know not-10 
well as you 2 Welt you know, that-if | 


one; 


— 


or the Roſe of Sharos. 


one doe ftiire in adunghill, and put it 
abroad, it will ftink ſo much more then 
itdid before, ſoas that one muſt needs 
ſmell it,and I doubt not bur if you ſhall 
ſtirre but a little in this matter, x. ran+ 
ſacking your hearts ; and 2. ripping up 
your lives, and fifring them exaQtly, 

you ſhall ſmell more of your odious 
fianes then ever youdid ; and there- 

fore, ſearch your ſelves, and ſo labour 
to come to the {ſight and ſenſe of all 
your abominations, that you may get 

Chrift to ſweeten you, as roſes doe 

ſweeten our houſes. 

And here looke backa little I pray 
you to the ſecond branctr of the ſe- 
cond generall uſe tending to convi- 
Qion : For I confefle that there is 
ſuch a neare affinity between thisler 
and that uſe,as that one may be ſaid to 
embrace & to re-imbrace the other, 
and that both agree in one, I meane 
in one end principally, For as there I 
did labour to make men ſee that they 
are out of Chriſt by the ill favour of. 
their abominable thoughts , words 
and works to fit them for Chrift, y 

Or 


| 
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for the meanes to be ufed tor the get- | 
ting of Chriſt, that they may fee what 
need they have of Chrift : ſo here I 
ſrive againe to make men fenfiBle, if 
I can, of that fame odious favour, up- 
braiding them with their execrable 
bafenefſe, that I may take away that 
whichletteth, after men have heard 
much of Chriſt, and know what they 
muſt doe to obtaine- Chriſt , prefhing 
'them before and behinde, as tighting 
fouldiers are wont to doe in the wars, 
ta make ſome yeeld , who yet will 
Rand it 'out and maintaine the field 
againſt Chriſt, ſuppoſing that they are 
'for Chriſt, and Chriſts already, and 
,neednot goe to Chriſt, when indeed 
they are againft Chrift , as may ap- 
.peare by the odious ſent of their cor- 
'rupt hearts and lives, both to others, 
and to themſelves, but to themfelves 
| efpecrlly. 

» Brethren, thists my aimel tell you, 
{and thereforel have purpoſely ſuper- 
added this lot of Baſcnefſe, not for- 
b gerting my ſelte what I had faid in the 
: ormer ule of conyidtion, but intend- 


ing 
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| know that elſe all my preaching and 


|their houſes, as not being able toen- 


or the Roſe of Sharon. | 
ivgto fecend that by this, becauſeT 


my labour will be in vaine, if men.be 
not made ſenkble of the moſt odious 
ſent of their, abominable deeds ; and 
onthecantrary, thatit mea doe once 
ſmell che intolerable ftinch of their 
very deareſt and moſt delicious fins, 
they will then labour as much as they 
can for that ſweet roſe of. Sharon, Jens ' 
Chriſt, co perfume and: to ſweeter | 
their moſt corrupt and falthy hearts 
For doe we: got ſee. how, men will 
tetch roſes., and - other, Bowers and 
perfumes to perfume 'their-roomes, 
it by reaſon of one that dyed of a fil- 
chy diſeaſe, and ſtinks moſt abomiga- 
bly, they cannot otherwiſe tay in 


dure the odious and peftilent ſenr 
wherewith the dead corps doth fall 
che ſame ? and therefore I doe pro- 
portionably conclade , that if men 
were but or could be ſenſible of that 
infinitely more abominable and ex: 
ecrable ſmell, which that body of 
death, even finne within their hearts 

evas- | 
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evaporares, and ſends forth conti- 
nually out of their hearts, they 
would not goe ſo as they doe with. 
out Chrift that pq > roſe 

Sharon, but rather cry out as thoſe, 
 AﬀRs 2. 37. What ſhall we dee to get 
Chrift , that he may take away this 
moſt odious ſent, which we are no 
longer able to endure ; and with the 
Apoſtle,” Rom. 7. 24. O wretched 
men that wee are, who will deli- 
ver us from that ftinking body of 
death > Oh that Chrift would doe 
it ! and oh that we were but able to 
get Chrift to doe it. 
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SE CT."IF. 


| of Brutiſhneſſe the fourth Let. 


4. "TD Here is much 6brutiſhneſſe like- 
wiſe in the hearts of a great 
many men and women, which keeps 
them from Chrift : For as the bruir 
beafts are all for grafle , and care not 
for: roſes, ſo are they altogether for 
their victuals and belly cheare, and 
ſenſuall delights, asthat they doe not 
at all regard Chriſt, See-ZLuke 14.20. 
howone of the gueſts there invited to 
the great ſupper, doth upon this very 
ground refuſe tocome, 1 have married 
«wife,faith he, and therefore! cannot 
come. Marke, I cannot come perempto- 
rily, whereas the fprmer deſired to be 
excuſed onely, which plainly ſhewes, 
how hard it is for a* luxurious perſon 
tocome to Chriſt, who is the good 
cheare of that great ſupper;wherefore 
be divorced, I pray you from luxury, 
| | which 


pI 


[ vie 


* Conhde- 
rations of 
eternity, 
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| 


paſſe fromdelights to delights!either 
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which is the wite there meant , and 
withdraw your ſelves buta little from 
your pleaſures, ſports, meat, drinke, 
and carnall company , and then confi. 
der of this bufinefle which doth ſo 
much concerne the eternall welfare 
of your neverdying ſoules, for then 
as not till then there is hope that 
you will care more for Chrift then 
everyou did yet. Take one * Theods. 
rus for an example, when asa great fe- 
ſtival day was kept through all Egypt, 
a great Laſt was at his fathers houſe, 
and many were invitedto it, ſomeof 
whom did dance, and others laugh, 
and were merry, he retired himſelfe 
into his cloſet, and expoſtulated with 
himſelfe thus : unhappy Theodore, 'is it 
according to .Chrittian religion to 


Tam much deceived, or elſe Chrift 
hath ſhewed us another way into the 
kingdome of heaven ; whereupon, as| 
he prayed, that God would not fuffer 
him to die eternally, and wept, in 
comes his mother and telleth him; 
that he'is looked for ; but he excuſing 


hioy 
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himſelfe ſend her away againe, ſay- 
ing that he was not well 1n his fto- 
macke, Thus being alone, he confer- 
red with Godand himſelfe about eter. 
nity, and of his former courſe what 
am I > or what have I been ? or how 
will it be with me hereafter ? there 
are divers helps to heaven : Ile goe 
that way which is moſt convenient 
for me, but my friends will grieveat 
it ? what then? butmuſft Idoe it now 
in my youth? thatis hard ; ſoit isin. 
deed to fleſhand bloud ; bur experi- 
ence hath taught that late ſervices 
are ſeldome good. Therefore, Now, 
but I have been tenderly brought up, 
ſhall I beable to live ſo ſtritly?I hope 
Iſhall, but itis a hard matter to ſtrive 
againſt cuſtome:I have hitherto lived 
kea nobleman , and ſhall I now live 
like a poore man ? Theodore, what 
thinkeft thou ? canſt thou doe ſo ? 
Ile ftrive what I may, Chriftis gone 
bat a ligtle before me, ſhall not1 fol- 
low him ? Therefore farewell all the 
world, and the things that are in it, 
[care not for you, farwell,I ſay all,bur 
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welcomeeternity, thou art the onel 
thing I ſeeke after, my ſoule loogerh 
afterthee, there is nothing thatI de. 
fire in compariſon of thee. With that 
bentof cogitations hereſolved to be- 
come one of Pachomus his ſchollars, 
and did fo, ſaith my anthor, and as he 
did thus leave a feaſt, and all, and mu. 
ſed oneternity,and reaſoned the mat- 


ter with his owne ſoule, when he was 
alone,and ſo welcomed eternity, and; 
reſolved tobe a follower of Pachomi-| 
w : ſo ſay I, doe you inlike manner, 
firſt retire your ſelves, ſetting apart 
one whole day of taſting at leaſt, and 
then, ſecondly,reaſon the matter with 
your ſelves concerning Chriſt, that 
ſo you may yet embraceand welcome 
Chriſt, and become his followers and 
diſciples, which the Lord in mercy 
grant that it may be ſo, 


or the Roſe of Sharon. 
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of Bitterneſſe,the fifth Let. 


| fifch impediment is birt erne{[e. | g.Leris 
For as aroſe of its quality is * bit- | Birernefle, 
ter: ſo Chrift is ſomewhat bicter too, | , p- 
orſeemesto be ſoin regard, 1.0f the |. kmpl, cds 
law, whoſe bitterneſſe he that will | c2. 
come to Chrift, muſt taſte of Gal. 3. 

24. b2fore he can tafte how ſweet the | 

Lord Chrift is, Pſal.34.8. 2. in re- | 

gard of thoſe bitter troubles and per- | 
ſecutions,which attend thoſe that will 
live godly in Chriſt, 2 Tim.3.12. and 
retard and hinder many from com- 
ming to Chriſt;bur that muſt not dif. 
courage you, my dearly beloved : For ; 
a5 the bitterneſle is grear firſt,and the 
troubles many,that ſuch mutt taſte of, 
(| waocome to Chrift : ſo the comtorts! 


;T. and the ſweetnefles ro be found in | - 


Chriſt both here and hereafter are 
| great, and many, yea, infinitely grea- | 
- ter, 


eee 
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rer, and more then all your greateſt 
and manifold diſcomforts can poſſi- 
bly be ; for ſo ſairh the Apoſtle, 2 Cor, 
1.5 For 4s the ſufferings of Chriſt abound 
'n u,ſ0 our conſolat on alſo aboundeth by 
Chriſt, Seealſo,Eſ4.7.22.alſo,r Pet.r, 
8.and 2 Cor.4.17, Oh that you did bur 
know whit it is to be in Chrift, and 
»with Chrift ; and oh that you could 
but taſte once and feele what ſome 
havefeltand taſted, even that joy us- 
ſpeakable and full of glery! For then you 
would never complaine of any bitter. 
| nefſe, thatisin Chriſt, even as he that 
| taſtes and takes roſes conſerved with 
| jugar, never complaineth of any bit- 
| rernefſe, that he finds in the ſame ro. 
þ | {cs, becauſe their bitternefle is taken 
| 


away by the abundance of ſugar which 

| ſweerneth them : Nay, you would ra- 
| ther cry out (with Peter in Chriſts 
| transfiguration) Lord, it is yood for 
' us to be here, Mattrh.17.4. and there- 
_ | fore Ipray you conſider what I ſay,and 
tell me no more of that bitterneſſe 
which Chriſt himſelfe will take away 
with the abundance of ſugred mo 
orts, 


© — 


or the Roſe of Sharon. 


forts, whererewith he will overſyee- 
tenall your diſcomforts. 
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of Buſineſſe,the ſixth Let. 
6, TD laſt impediment is Buſes : 


For as ſome worldly people are 
ſo bufie and greedy till, as that they 
will afford themſelves no time to 
provide or to gather roſes to preſerve 
them againſt atime of need : ſo there 
are not a few, who plunge themſelves 
lo deeply in aſea of buſineſſes, as that 
they can never be at leiſure tothinke 
ſeriouſly eicher on Chriſt himſelte, or 
on the gracious meanes whereby they 
ſhould labour to get Chriſt;and hence 
it comes to paſſe, that they alſo goe 
{till withour Chriſt, See Lake 14.18, 
19. how ſo ne that were invited tothe 
toreſaid great and bleſſed ſupper, put 


itoff , one ſaith, | have bought apiece |. 


of = » and I muſt needs goe, 
marke ye- ds goe, and ſee it,I pray thee 
M 3 _ have 
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| have me excuſed, and another faid, 
I have bought five yoke of oxen, and 
I goero prove them, I pray thee have 


' me excuſed, bothare whully for this, 
' world , and wholly taken up with the 
| cares of this lite ; and thereiore they 
| Cannot come to tafte how ſweet the 
Lord Chriſt is, whois the cheare pra 

vided tor thoſe that come to that 

moſt happy ſupper ot the great God 
of heaven, Whrtretore that the ſame 
\ may not befall you, doe 1:0t you pre. 
tend buſtnefle, ſaying, as once Anttpa- 


res, King os Macedon ſaid ro one who 


' protercd him a treauſe revding to 
 hapriueſte, 1 am not at leaſnre : 10 we. 
' are Not nor cat: be ar leiſure to thinke! 
' 08 this marrer. For lolterder unto! 
'youſuch a tube and theme, as ten-! 
.derh to everlaſting happineſle , and 
'thereiore you ought to be-at leiſure, 
and pur cff all butinefſe rather then 
, Chr:!t, whois that one moſt needfull 
\roſc of Sharon, which you muſt prefer 
b iorea thouſand worids, were they 
211 compoſed of the fineft gold, and 
'brimtullwich chericheſt oricar pear's. 
| | 
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Ipray youthinke on ir, that you may 
put your ſelves indeed upon the ule of 
thoſe gracious meanes, which in great 
mercy the God of mercy hath by his 
unworthieſt meflenger made knowne 
\untoyou, forthe getting of the Lord 
| Jeſus Chriſt, blefled for ever, putting 
ahde all other imployments whatfo- 
ever: For then,and not till then there 
is hope that ſo many words (ſpoken 
now, and heretotore ) will not be as 
water fpilt 1pon the ground, and asa 
ſound vamihing in the ai e;bur rather 
that you will labour for Chriſt withall 
che might and {trength you can. 
Toitthen,toir, my deave. triends, 
whom now it concernes inthe ſecond 
place to follow al! theſe my perſwatlt- | 
'ons : AsT aid at (irft,that as 1 mult la- 
|bour to remove the Lers now difco- 
vered by ſpeaking and perſwading : {0 
you mutt pull chem away by obeying. 
You have heard ow blindnefle, bloc- 
kiſhnefle, baſencfle, brutiſhneſlc, buſts | 
| nefle, bittertiefle, are the poſts where- 
upon your tottering wils doe ftand ; | 
and you know how earneſtly 1 have 
M 4 exhor- 
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exhorted you all this while to pull 
them downe, and that is all I can doe; 
but now you muſt not thinke that all is 
done when I have done, No, No, but 
you mult then begin to be moſt buſie, 
when you neither heare nor ſee me at 
home in your cloſets, as I told you: 
you muſt thinke on this matter ſeri. 
ouſly, ponder all things underſtand- 
ingly, and labour to yeeld obedience 
inall things conſcionably,that ſo con- 
ſequently you may carry away Chriſt 
for your labour moſt joytully, baving 
devolved and overcon eall thoſe un- 
happy Lets moſt blefledly;and there- 
fore when you come home doe nor, as 
you were wont, ca'l for meat, drinke, 
worke, company,ſports, delights; but 
rather call upon your poore ſoules, to 
whom this word of exhortation is 
ſent,and let them recount all that you 
bave heard, andare able to recall, and 
ſo fallrothe worke which I provided 
for youat this time, thatis, tall a pul. 
ling, and ſhaking ; aud ſee it by any 
means you may pull away theſe fixe 
poltes or Lets, labouringas tor or” to 

ee 
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or the Roſe of Sharon. | 16g | | 


ſee a difference between Chriſt * and A» come | | 
all earthly things whatſoever, by + _ 5 
comparing one with the other, andto , rs. 
be (crioully mindtull of your latter ,»x:dw< 
'end, and to be truly ſenſible of the [ox _ 
 odiouſueſle of your molt filthy finnes, ! won. 
and to weane your ſelves from your 
former bratiſhneſſe, which you have 
too too much diſcovered by your 
moſt eager purſu'te after ſenſuall and 
brutiſh delights, who have hitherto 
kept you from Chrift, and to caſt of 
all buſineſſe whatſoever for Chriſt his 
ſake; and if you find this tobeataske 
too heavy for you, then,as Sampſon be- 
ing minded tothrow downe'the houſe 
in the which the Lords of che Phuli- 
tines were, beſides three thouſand 
'men and women, and finding himſelf 
too weake and unable for ſo great a 
worke, prayed untothe Lord his God, 
and ſaid, 6 Lord God, remember me, | 7,46, 
1pray thee, onely this once, 6 God, | 37, 38,29-| 
that I may be at once avenged of 3% 
the Philiſtines for my two eyes, and| - 
ſotooke hold of the two middle pil- 


In upon which the houſe ſtood, and 


—— 
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on which it was borne up the. one! 
with his right hand, and the other: 
with his lefe, and bowed himfelfe 
with all his might, andthrew down 
(the houſe, which tellupoa the Lords, | 
and upon all the people that were 
[therein, and flew them ? ſo pray ye 
unto.the ſame God, ſaying, O Lord 
God , remember us this time, O' 
God, that we may be able to pull 
downe. theſe fixe pillars or poſtes 
,whereon our tottering wils doe ftand; 
, jthatthey may come down, and there- 
[upon we may be fitted, as being deje- 
:cted torthe Lord Jeſus Chriſt blefſed 
itor ever, and ſo lay hold on all the 
'txe poſtes or Lets,and pull ther with: 
{all your might, and then ſee whether, 
1tf you be both carneſtand conftantin 
{your endeavours , your wils and alt 
irheſe Lers will not come downe ? and; 
'whetherall your lordlyfinnes will oot 
thereupon be even cruſhed, Like the 
Philiftines by the mighty power of 
; Chrilt, of whom Sampſon was a type, 
;there being no blocke in the w_ to| 
_ * keephim from you, or you from him. 


The! 


| orvhe Roſe of Sharos. | 
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The Lord ſtrengthen you, that you 
may beable to goe through this great 
ww mighty worke, which muſt bring 
ou along to Chrift, for Jeſus Chritt 
his ſake,ouralone moſt deare and glo- 
rious Redeemer, to whom be glory 
forever. Amen. . Rom. 11.36. 


SECT. id. 


An exhortationto Gods prople to be 
more for Chriſt then ever they were. 


2, *SHis point may ſerve to incline 
| Ws. wits of Gods people + + 

| 1. TobemoreforChriſtthen ever 
they were, 

| 2. To make more ule of Chriſt 
then ever they did. 

| For the firft, I ay they ſhould be 
more for Chriſt then ever they were, 
' manifeſting ſo much ; 

| I. By a happy undervaluing of all 
carthly vanities in compariſon of 


(Chriſt. 
| 


II By 


— 


- 
2, This ſer 
veth tO I- 
cl:ne the - 
wills of 
Gods pro 
pleyet more | 
ro Chr 
ward. 
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IT. By a holy wilinzneſſetobe with 
Chriſt. _ W go 

ITI. By a mighty care to kee 
Chriſt fill? iT : 

1. Tobeginwith the firſt of theſe 
particulars, how willing ſhould all 
 Godspeople be to preferre the Lord 
Chriſt beforeall things elſe here be. 
 low,evenasthey nes preferre roſes 
before nettles, and thiftles,and things 
of no yalue ; for, 
x. Gcund. | 1x, Chriſt, being like a roſe, will 
comfort us, lohn*14. 138. where as 
worldlyriches, and honours,and plea- 
ſures will but vexe and ſting us, as you 
. | have formerly heard. 

2. Being like a roſe, he is moſt 
* precious : For * roſes were ever 
highly eſteemed ; among the * Ro- 
mans eſpecially, 

3. Chriſt isa roſe ſtill : For he ſaith 
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are, though in many other reſpects w 
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or the Roſe of Sharon. 
be like a roſe, No, but that he isa roſe 
ill, faire ill, precious till, freſh Rill, 
even the immortall and everliving 
God, Alpha and Omega, the firſt and 
the laſt, Rev. 1. 

True it is, that this ſweet roſe once 
withered a little, when Chrift died, 
bur it was onely for a little while, and 
according te his humane nature, that 
he died ; for his divine nature could 
not poſſibly ſuffer, or die, being im- 
mortall, x 7:m.1.17. and his humane 
nature roſe againe likewiſe the third 
day,1 Cor.15-4. Like atrue Phcenix, 
which burneth himſelfe to aſhes, and 
ſodieth, and revives again wholly the 
third day, aud then returne to his own 
place,as * Epiphanixs records it. 

Thus Chriſt for his part is a roſe ſtill 
durable and permanent , ſeeing he 
ever liveth, Heb.7.25. but all earthly 
thingselſeare fading, vaniſhing, mu- 
table.I'le inſtance in a man that ſwims 
in honour, wealth, andpleaſures, and 
flouriſhes, like a roſe for a time. | 

There is one who writes of a fa- 


mous Phyſician of Cracaw , _—— 
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did fo * artificially apt and ficaſhes of 
all cheparcs of a roſe plant, as that he 
did preſerve the ſpirits thereot ; inſo. 
much as that, when he did bring neare | 
ita candle and heate it, one might ſee 
che forme of a perferoſe, which at- 
rerward returned againe to duſt, when 
che fireand heate was removed. Thas 
he: whether his relation be true or 
talſe I know not ; but this I ain fare of, 
that however man, being raiſed of the 
duſt, and warmed with a living ſoule, 
may make a faire ſhew, and ſeeme to 
be like a roſe in his flouriſhing eftate, 
if God doe but blow eut his candle, 
andrake away that heate which muſt 
preſerve his naturall lite, hz refurne to 
duſt, from the which he is taken, and 
chenall his thoughts periſh, his plea- 
lures periſh, his taire lineaments pe- 
riſh, his honour likewiſe and glory 
doth periſh, and all his goods vaniſh, 
tor he carrieth nothing with him bur 
a winding ſheet of all his abundance, 
See Eſa.40.6. All fleſh is graſſe,and af 
the goodlineſſe thereof as the flowers of 
the field. The graſſe withereth,the flowey 


pal uorems igne remoto. Foſexberg, Rindo'og. cap ul:, 
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fadeth becauſe the ſpirit of the Loxd flow- 
eth upon it. | 

Wherefore let us looke upon all 
earthly Paradiſes with a moſt diſdain- 
full eye, and ſcorntull countena ce, | 
and trample under with the feer of a 
holy contempr all ſublunary tading, 
and flowry proſperity, Likethat my-| 
ſticall woman, Rev. 12.1. and let the 
/Lord Jeſus Chrift be alone exalted, 
and mounted in our truly belceving 
hearts. Let himreigne there, and fic 
| upon his Throne as King, and have. 
'the preheminence as our dread and 
foveraigne Lord, whoſe glorious ex- 
cellency, raviſhing beauty, and inex- 
plicable delightfulnefle doth more 
then infinitely tranſcend the utmoſt 
and height of all earthly feliciries, rai. 
ſed above the higheſt poſlibilicy by 
the moſt inventive and (trongeſt ima- 
gination of any meere humane brain, 
and extended to the very laſt end of 
'the world, orthat length of time you 
can imagine, © & 

2. Be more willing then ever you 
were tobe with Chriſt, 


wo 
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1. Here. 


ys. | band, asfaire as Abſalow, and as plea- 
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1. Here, 

2. Hereafter. 

x Here, ſceing he is thus like a 
roſe,and therefore * moſt faire, moſt 
fweer,moſt pleaſant ; for the roſe de- 
lights us more then any flower * ſaith 
Darand, by its colour,and recreates us 
more by its odour, and comforteth us 
more by its taſte. I amſure you will 
grant,that if a woman were joyned by 
matrimoniall copulation to a hus- 


fantas 1onathan, ſhe ſhould not defire 


= |ro goe abroad among other men for 

content-; bur rather keep home and 

fariate her ſelte with that pafling de- 

light, which ſne may take in ſoſweet a 

companion, nay ſhould even infinite- 

_ be where he is, rather then 
w 


ly1 
any where elfe. . 

Well,Chrift Jeſus to whom all you, 
who are Gods people, are moſt blel- 
ſedly united, and married in a myſti- 
call and incffable manner, is fairer 
then Abſalom , picaſanter then ons. 
thas : For heis like aroſe, yea, he pal. | 
ſes any roſe, as I noted formerly, For 

fairenefle. 
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fairenefle and pleaſantneſſe, being the 
author of that fairenefſe and ſweer- 
nefſe;whichisin all roſes created, and 
therefore I ſaid but now that he is 
moſt faire. And ſhould ye not then 
deſire to be with Chriſt rather then ! 
any whereand with any creature elſe > | 
nay, ſhould ye not even be reſtleſle as 
long as you be out of his blefled fight, 
and ſweeteſt company ? and ſhould ye 
not even be in paine, and regardlefſe 
of all things elſe, if therein you can- 
not meet with yourdeare love Chriſt? 
Remember Aſaph, who could fay for 
his part , whom have 1 in heaven but 
thee ? and there is none upon earth that 1 pal. 7. x5. 
deſire beſides thee ? or * with thee, that 
is, like thee,or as much as thee,as if thou 
alone wert not my all-ſufficient hus- 
band, to content me, butthartl muſt 
[needs aflociate my ſelfe with others, 
that they may ſatisfie me, No, No. 
Thou Lord art unto meall inall,ſwee- 
ter then a thouſand other friends, and 
ten thouſand companions ; It I may| 
but enjoy thec, I have enough ; andit 
lſhould miſle thee, there is no friend, 
N no 
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'no company, no conference,no place! 
[that would or could pieaſe me ; fo 
ſweet * S'. Bernard could ſay the like, 
'all the mear of the very foule is but 
unſayory, 1t Chriſt be not 1n it: if 
thou write unto me, thy writing de. 
lights me nor, 1t I cannot reade Jelus 
1a1r; itchoudiſpute or talke and con. 
 ferre with mec , thy diſcourſe cannot 
pleaſe ne, unlefic Jeſus do ſound in 
mineeares; Thus he, cvenin thoſe 
darke and miſty dayes of ignorance 
and blindneſſe, in the which he lived, 
( neere 4co yeers betore the Retor- 
mation) and ſhould vor you living 
and flouriſhing under the brighteſt 
Sun-ſhine of Chriſts glorious Goſpel 
be as much tor Chriſt ?- | 
You will ſay unto me, where would 
you have us then todefire and ro ſeek 
to be with Chriſt, ſeeing you do fo 
chargeus? Chriſt you knowis 1D hea- 
ven, and you would have us to be 
willing to be with him here, | 
For anſwer whereunto I fay fuſt, 
char Chriſt is not like unto that role 
of gold, which the Pope of end 
EwW-! 
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ſheweth upon a Lords day in the Lent | 
onely in Rome, which his * flitterers * Durand. 
hold totypifie the new Jeruſalem, No, Tv 
he is nor onely in one place evenin | m1, © 
heaven, which is his proper place, 
though his humane nature be there 
'bodily , buthe is alſo tobe ſeene and 
.to be met with here below , as he is 
God, ſhewing himſelf graciouſly pre- | 
ſent in his own ordinances, and in che 
hearts and meetings of his people. See 
Matth. 18. 20. When two or three be g4- 
thered together in my name, there I amin 
the midaeſt of them, and oh. 17.20. At 
that day you [ball know that ] amr in my 
father, and you in me, and 1 inyou. 
Thus generally. 
More particularly Ianſwer; 
Be willing therefore to meet him 
and to be with him. 
TI. Inthe word preached inthe houſe 
of God, which is like rhe pleafant 
held of Sharen, where the Suune fhi- 
neth moſt warme and faire, fo as that 
there you cannot mifle the Lord Je-|* 
| ſus Chriſt, that ſweeteſt Roſe, who 
| pon obliged himfelt by promile tobe 


—. there 
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thereeven asin Sharon field properly 
ſocalled,w*lyeth moſtpleaſancly un- 
derthe warmeſt Sun-ſhine one might 
not wanta goodly Roſe ſpringing our 
of that proſperous earth in Solomons 
dayes, and when the time of theyeer 
did ſerve. Wheretore as the little Bee 
loves to flie about thoſe gardens and 
places whichare full of Roſes, as be- 
|*?Plas |i0nga* lover of Roſes, ſodo yelove 
aye 4g '#t- | 2ndlike the houſe of God, whereas in 
x aRoſegarden you may be ſure to find 
Chriſt that ſweet Roſe of Sharon, 

2. Bewillingtobe with him, at and 
in the myſterious adminiſtration and 
participation of the bleſſed Sacrament 
of his ſacred Supper. For there alfo 
you cannot but meet him, yea, ſee} 
him with the eyes of faith, as bleeding 
foryour (ins, and being allred, as it 
were, likea Roſe, with bleeding, inre-, 
gard of that precious blood which 
once he ſhed for your immortall ſouls, 
| when he died for your tranſgreflions, 
' [and which then you do favingly and 
ſeaſonably remember to have been ſo 
powred forth, as the wine is powred 


out, 
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| prayer , talking and conferring with 
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out, when you feaſt and feed your 
fouls with that celeſtiall and myſtical 
tood, which is there provided for you; 
nay you may even there embrace the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt in yourarmes, the 
armes I meane of faith, as that good | 
old Simeon, held him in the armes of 
his body , being ready even to fing 
with him, for joy the ſame Cygnean 
caution, or ſong, which he ſang, fay- 
ing; Lord now letteſt thou thy ſervant 
d:part (home ) in perce according tothy 
word ,, for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalva- 
tion, Luk. 2.29, 30. Thus he,and you 
may adde ; for oureyes of faith have 
now feene that ſweeteſt Roſe of Sharon, 
our eyes have ſeen his precious blood, 
as it were, asred asa Roſe, and our | 
ſouls have taſted how ſweet the Lord | 
is, even ſwecter then ſugared rofes, | 
and the ſweeteſt honey;oh how good, | 
how good, and gracious is he? and 
how infinite are bis tender mercies, 
and his ſweeteſt comforts paſt finding 
the like 2 * 


3- Be willing to be with Chriſt in 


N 3 him, 
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him, as freely and frequently and fa- 
miliarly as a Bride with her Bride- 

roome, and as * Zoſimas,and Latimer 
that blefſed martyr , and worthy Bi- 
ſhop did, who prayed' (as M". Foxe re- 
| porteth ir, of him) as if he had ſeene 
| God face to iice ina moſt ſweet and 
| familiar manuer, ſolet your beleeving 
| hearts alſo even mount up and aſcend 
into heaven it felt, where Chriſt is at 
| che right hand of God, that Chriſt 
| may again deſcend in and with your 
| hearts 12 a moſt ſweet and inexplica- 
| ble manner, returning moſt comtort. 
able and h-art-reviving anſwers , to 
[your molt gracious and heart-break. 
ing deſires, as you may ſee, Cazt. 5. 1, 
I am come to my garden (meaning the | 
Chucch and every * beleeving foule| 
which is his mo{t delicious paradiſe ) | 
my Siſter, my Spouſe, asit he ſhould fay, 
itwas thy heartie defire , 6 my deare| 
Spouſe , that I ſhould come into this! 
pleaſint garden; for thou aidft let 
my beloved come into his garden, 
Cant. 4. 16, aud nowloe here lamto! 
anſwer the longing expectation hs | 
thy 
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thy bleſſed ſoule , which doth even; 


|panrand thirſt after me , who am the! 
' health of thy countenance aid thy God, | 
'Pſal. 42. 1. 2.11. My company thou ! 
doeſt affect, I fee, and it is moſt ſweer | 
untothee, and therefore my compa- | 
ny thou ſhalt have, here I am to be| 
0: | 2 2+ 
wi" thee,as thou did{t defireme: for as 
thou take(t delight in me, fodo l take} 
delight in thee, and as my voice is 
lweettothee, ſo thine is ſweet tome, 
Cant. 2.14. and as Iam likea roſc in 
thy ſight, moſt amiable and mot faire, 
fo arc thou like a garden of flowers 
[moſt pleaſant and molt fragrantia my | 
fight, Cant. 4.12. andas theunexpret- 
able and ſweerelt comforts of my {pt- 
ritwhich are my fruit,that I bring with 
me, do marvelouſly pleate thee, ſodo 
thy inoft * pleaſant fruits, which are | *Cr!.4. 


| y ! x6, 
the * grace: of my ſpirit, whon I find | * [el hong 


in thee, when T comeunro thee, pleaſe | 9 Pets | 


me, aud therefore behold, here I ain | £=#-4- 

to enjoy thee , who doſt {o earneſtly = 
and ardently long tobe with me, 
4. Be willing to be with Chrift by | 
Kegng much and often 1n the booke 
N 4 of 


| 


— 
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« } Chriltuarm 
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* Acgaſt, in 
Pſal. 49. 
$, 


of God, whichis like a moſt pleaſant: 


* paradiſe ( as renews aptly reſembles! 
ir) inthe which the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
doth flouriſh, asa Roſe in Sharon field, 


|of God, whereof that Princelyprea- 
cher, the * Princeof Anhalrt was wont 


'3- line, ſo as that the * Apoſtle might 


ſhewing himſclte rhorow the very 
thornes of the moſt pricking and pier. 
cing Law of God, bur eſpecially tho« 
row the green and reviving leaves of 
the ſoul-ſolacing Goſpel, and ſocon- 
ſcquently throughout the whole book 


roſay; what elſe is the whole Scri- 
pture, but ſwadling clothes of the 
childe Jeſus, he being ro be found al. 
in6ſt in every page, in every verſe,and 


well rerme the whole word of God, 


| theword of Chrift, becauſe he is the 


matterof rhe whole, and the contents 
of all the Bible; * ſhadowed in the; 
Law, ſhewed in the Goſpel, which 
cauſed * S', Auſtine to ſav moſt aptly, 
Vnam vocem habent due teſtamenta, The 
word of the Lord containes nothing 
but the word, which is the Lord, 


5. Be willing to be with Chriſt _ 
r 


p— 


—— 
” 
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m_— cw —— 


the reading of ſuch good books as were 
written by good men of Chriſt. For we 
muſt nor thinke that the Pope of 
Rome onely is authorized to ſhew 
Chriſt by aroſe of gold unto thepeo- | * 3»mamus 
ple, as his * fatterers doe make him | "52/0; 
beleeve. No, butevery faithfull Mi- A 
niſter of Chriſt may ſhew him forth in | vie: vicar. 
the beſt manner hecan, though hebe | # ang” 
notable to doe it in golden lines and | fl þlelubrs 
phraſes, and therefore divers able | pls de 
men have done their beſt to ſhew| —— | 
Chrift both by ſpeaking and by wri-| ze.1 66. | 
tingunto the people of God, whoſe | 11+. 
moſt excellent treatiſes are to be' 
tound extant as ſo many delightfull 
rofaries or roſe-gardens, wherein Je- | 
ſus Chrift is moſt ſweetly ſet torth,and 
flouriſhes like aroſe, faire andpleafant: ' 
ſo as that ye may doe well to fercha 
walke in them now and then,to recre-, 
'ate your wearied minds with the fight 
'and ſmell of fo fragrant and faire a, 


'flower,and to manifeſt that ardentand 


F 


longing deſire to be with Chriſt , w4*, 

ought to bein every one of you. | 

6. Be willing to be with Chriſt in! 
the 


% 
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the people of God,whoalſoare asa molt | 
delicious garden, Cazt.4. 12. In the 
which this fire roſe doth ſhew him- 
felfke moſt graciouſly by their ſweet 
and ſavory ſpeecnes, and faireſt carri. 
| age, emblematizingand repreſenting 
.1na moſt fit and proportionable de- 
gree that moſt admirable and ravi- 
ſhing pleaſancneſſe, amiablenefle, and 
| fairenefle which is in Chriſt himſelte 
the roſe of Sharon, Sec Gal.2,20. Pal, 
16.3, 

2, Be willing to be with Chrift in 


| heaven hereafier, and not founwilling | 


2id«e | rodepart this fraile life, as many are : | 


' For fo you ſhall mount up with Eras, 
; though not ina Charior of fire,yetup. | 


{ p09» | On the wings or armes of Angels into 


Prophetarm he 


© rhe very boſome. as it were of Chritt, 
that faireſt roſe of Sharoy, afloone as | 
your earthly tabernacles are diffol-| 
| ved, and unſouled by death, you goe | 

theri to behold and toſee his glorious | 
auty 2vd roEtnjoy his ſweetclt ſoci- | 


1 fam in ſag | CTY chrough all ererairy. 


* Socrates did protefie once, that he | 


for his part was molt willing to die, 
| | that | 


I" 


O—_— 


or the Roſe of Sharon. 


| thar he might ſee thoſe companies 


| | 


and aſſemblies of thoſe ancient heroi-- 


call perſonages, Orpheus namely, Heſi- 
8445, Homer, &c, and ſhould not you 
Chriſtians chat are eſpouſed to Chriſt, 
be infinitely more deſirous ro goe 
hence upon the ſummons of death, 
that you might enjoy the bearificall 
and moſt glorious viſtton oft Jeſus 
Chriſt, your cceleſtiall bridegroome, 
that ſweeteſt and faireſt roſe of Sharon, 
blefled for ever ? ſhould ye not even 
eccho forth'as it were the tame words 
which once ifſued from the bleſſed 
foule of that holy Apoſtle, ' 24:1. 1.23. 
anſwering him and ſaying ; we alſo 
have a delire to depart, and to be 
with Chriſt, which is tar better. 

3. Beperſwaded likewiſe ro mani- 
telt ir, rhat you make more of Chriſt 
thenever you did, ſeeing he is ſo faire 
and ſo uſetull,and fo defirablea roſe; 
by a mighty care to keep him till, as 
we keep and conſerve roſes over yere, 


in glafles and veflels of carth : fo be | 


caretull I ſay,to conſerve Chriſt, that 


lweetelſt roſe of Sharon,not onely over | 


yeare 


Deſt. 
AHnſw, 


* Fil Max. 


£m 14 

(prigene 7.9. 

2 &? 71 TH 

FOanniallo,? 

Vat.P.215 

® C8476 1.4. 
2. 


him continually, even as a ſpouſe up- 


deceaſed husband Mauſeolrs, ming- 
ling her very drinke with his aſhes: 


1s your beſt beloved, and mingle-or 


| words and works with his ſweeteſt re- 
* 7-0x4 | Mcmbrance, Cvenas the ancicnt * Ro. 
1{{e1/2 um | Manes did beſtraw their meat with ro- 


UTY 1 Coen 


, 
— 
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yeare but every yeare, and every day 
of your whole race, till your very 
laſt gaſpe. 

If zouask me how and where would 
you have us rokeep him ? 

I anſwer : In the veſſels of your 
hearts, and within the compaſle of 
your minds, ſtriving to thinke upon 


on her beſt beloved,and as * Artemiſia 
did ever carry in her mind her deare 


fodoe you beare Chriſt in mind, who 


beftraw all your meat and drinke, and 


fes, nay, come you mult promiſe him 
fo much , betore ye depart in the! 


; words of his ſpouſe * : We will remem-! 


ber thy love more then wine. | 
2. Keep him not onely by way of, 


a holy and perpetuallrecordation and 
| mindtuinefſe of him, bur alſo by an, 
' extraordinary care to preſerve and to/ 


enjoy). 


” _— 


or the Roſe of Sharon. | 


enjoy the comfortable ſenſe and fee-. 
ling of his gracious preſence in your 
bleſſed foules, inurating his taire 


ſpouſe in the Canticles, who when he 
had him, would not let him goe, chap. | 


| Youwill ſay unto me, how can we 
keep him if he will be gone? 

I anſwer : as you conſerve roſes 
'with ſugar, ſo you may keep him a 
long time with 

1. Sugred and ſweet thoughts of 
God, and him, and his word , and 
ſaints, &c. abandoning other vainand 
woridly cogitations : For: then we 
make,as it were, ourmindshis * bed, 
whcreon he is then pleaſed to reſt, 
Cant.3.7. 

2, With ſwect and gracious ſpee- 
F/ches and communications , if you 


he 'F have a care to bridle your rongues, 


F/andeo refraine your lips from bitter 
| words, and unprofitable diſcourſes ; 
£$ and contrarily, to ſugar the concepri- 
F/ons of your minds with ſweet and fa- 
| vory expreſſions, tending to the glory 
$/9t God, and to the editication of 


others, | 


ef. 
An. 


" Salomon | 
ergo (vel |, 
Chr({o) 
(eftulum 
facimus,cum 
cmnund 
ſalicitudina+ | 
bus omni. 
no ceſſamus, | 
dum m {6 dls i 
deſiderio 


Chniſli &- 
benter ane \ 
ſamus eigue, 
ut nobiſc un | 
pauſ't cor | 
6b omms ter- 

ena cup di 

tate Wanda. | 
mus,G 70g. ! 


m(aut,3.7. ; 
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others ; For with ſuch communcica- 
tion God is well pleaſed. See Luke 24. 
IS. * 
g 3. With ſweet and gracious works, 
whichare evenable toattrat him,and 
todraw him towards you after he hath| 
been ( in regard of his ſenſe and feel-| 
ivg) abſent from you for ſo he faith! 
to his faire Spouſe , 1 am come into my 
garden , &c. meaning the beleevingÞ 
foule, Cart. 5. 1. atterſhe had defired 
him togive hera gracious viſit, ſaying, 
Let my beloved come into his garden, and 
eate of hi pleaſant fruits , that is, let 
him pleaſe and delight himſelfe with 
theſe precious graces ,- and glorious 
works , which himſelt hath wrought 
by his holy ſpirit, as I noted formerly, 
that this is the meaning of that excel-J\ 
lent place, as both Grezory and Pſellu 

in their ann-tations afhrme., | 


— — 


Ca- 
24. 


ks, 
1nd 
ath} 
el-| 
ith; 


x 
: 
: 
: 


18, 


»d \[ech and ſerteth forth in his Commen- 


. words ( which formerly I have cited 


—— 


or the Roſe of Sharon. 


SECT. 19. 
Chriſt ſhould be uſed much. 
BE willing alſo to make more uſe 


uſefalnefle and medicinallneſle Perr us 
| Andre. Matthiolus a Phyſician ſoextol- 


taries on the x. Book of Djoſcorides the 


112, Chapter, as that I for my part| 


muſt nor thinke that I ſhall be able to 
, magnifie them more then he did, and 
therefore Ile here ſer down his own 


in the margin ) Certainly , faith he, 
|roſesare much ro be magnified , and 
to be had in high cſteeme, becauſe 
they ſerve not onely for an ornament 
to beautifie our eden, and are moſt 
delightfull cotheeye, bur alſo becauſe” 
they be uſed in the moſt excellent 


FY 


of Chritt then ever you did yer, | 
FE ſceing that now you underſt and how 
F chat he is moſt like unto a roſe, whoſe 


| medicines , whereby the life of man 
| 1s 


—— 
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is ſuccoured. Thus he, and therefore 


how may we extoll and magnifie , 


fa 
I, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt , that w_ 
admirable Roſe of Sharon , which muſt 


needs be more then infinitely more |. 


medicinall, being rhe Creator, then 
all roſes created. Make uſe of him 
therefore, as men make ule of roſes 
in ſuch caſes as theſe. 


— 


SECT. 20. 
Chriſt is to be made uſe of in 

2F. Caſes. 
I. V Hen you be overcome 
with choler and angey , or 
elſe finde your ſelves prone to it at 
any time: for as * roſes do purge cho- | 
ler, fo * Chriſt is able ro purge out 
your anger, and better too, for him- 


{elf is moſt meeke, Mattih. 11. 29. 
and therefore as it is the nature of 


b*ya,ſup:; 


- IF. 


— - -” —— —— 


' 
! 
. 


contraries to expell one another , ſo 


cor 5am. | Chriſt, being molt meeke, muſt needs 


be able to expell your wrath , even 


then 


Oe BOO AAEN] 


| or the Roſe of Sharosn. 


then whenyou are apt to be moſt an- 
gry , if you make uſe of him aptly, 
that is, 1nſucha ſort and manner, as is 
to be ſhewed hereafter. 

| 2, When you be apt andprone to 
hate any man , which is more then to 
be angry onely with another. For as 
*Roles, being phylically and rightly 
uſed, do ftopa b x fluxe, fo Chritt 
isable to ſtop this bloody fin , which 
runs paralell with the bloody crime of 
murder , inthe fight and Judgement 
of God, as it is written, x /ohy: 3. 15. 

Vhoſoever hateth his brother is a mur- 

therer. This fin I fay Chrift isableto 

ſtay,and to ſubdue, being rightly made 


— 


LS 


3, Caſe, 


* Flos roſe 
ſanguintm 
Sitiz, Plin. 


Ne.Hifta, 
liz IC1 9. 


uſe of : forhe is all love, being God, | diaboicus 


as it is written, 1 lohn 4.16. God « love, 
and therefore by the ſame rule of con- 


.traries, he mutt needs be able to caft | mib; 
out hatred alſo , which is contrary to | 


love. 
3. When you bepeſtered with that 
* diabolicall fin of Exvie : for as * Ro- 
ſes preſerve from rottennefle , ſo 
Chrift is able to keep you from that 
roxten finalſo, as we may call it, be- 
| cauſe 


| 


— 


frnn_ 
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cauſe it * cauſeth rottenneſle thar it 
may not * reign; for who ever did 
ſhew himſelf more oppohite to that 
ſoul-waſting finne, then he, in that he 
rayed, that his very ſervants might 
= one with him , and gave them the 
ſame glory which his heavenly father 
ave him. ohz 17. 22,23. and there. 
ore there is no doubt, but if you make: 
uſe of him, as you ought, he will free 
you more and more | and that ſine, 
which is ſo oppoſite to his own nature, 
4. Whenyou are troubled with the 
moſt deteſtable finne of Pride , being! 
ftrongly tempted to be proud of your 
wealth, or gitts, and ſpirituall graces; 
for as Roſes are good againſt * wel.) 


— — — 
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uſefull againſt that ſwelling fin, being 
himſe!f moſt humble , Matth. r1. 29.) 
and therefore, as contrary to pride, is, 
alſo able to expellitinany of his faith-[J ,, 
tull members , that is, or ſhall be in-|Þ.. 
teed with it. 

5. When you feele the ſcorching ||| 
heat of concupiſcence , and know not 
how to free yourſelves of it, thenalſo 


go 


or the Roſe of Sharon. 


———  — 


goto Chriſt for help, and makeuſe of 


him. For as Roſes do coole and take 


away * inflammations , ſo * Chriſt can 
quickly allay that flaming heat of ori- 
|ginall concupiſcence , which doth ſo 


'moleſt his own beleeving members, 


Fas they be partly fleſh , now and then 


asthat it makech them cry out with 
Paul, who, 2s *fome hold, means this 
ame concupiſcence by the prick in 
his fleſh, 2 Cor. 12. 7. I ſay, Chriſt can 
quickly take away ſuch heat , that it 
may not break out into a flaming fire 
of notorious and ſcandalous unclean- 
neſſe, but rather ſhall die in the heart, 
withour being allowed,or defired. For 
he is moſt pure, and therefore moſt 
 oppolite to ſuch burning lufts , which 
are moſt impure , ſo asthat they can- 
not conſiſt or ſabſiſt rogether with 
him, if he be made aſe of and taken as 
the onely Soveraign antidote againſt 
'the ſame. 

6. When the eyes of your mindes 
grow ſomewhat am» , and you cannot, 
vr do not ſee fo well as you were wont 
the fouleneſle of (in, and fairenefle of 

O 2 Chriſt 


—— 
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Chrift and grace , then alſo make uſe 
of Chriſt in that caſe. For as © Roſes 
are good for the cleering and curing 
of the eyes of the body , ſo Chrift is 
able to cleere the eyes of the ſoul , fo 
as that you ſhall ſee farre cleerer and 
| better then ever did © Lyncexs , who 
with his Eagle-like eyes could ſee 
from the Lelybean Port the Cartha- 

inian Fleet, going forthour of their 
| , forliving and being on earth, 
you may behold withthe illightened 
eyes of your mindes Chrift himſelf 
in heaven, which is more then * infi- 
nitely farther, even as Abraham ſaw 
him and his day by faith, before ever 
he was born , 19h. 8. 56. and with the 
ſame eyes of an illuminated minde, 
you may {ee even the leaſt fins, and 
ſuchas by others are ſcarce perceiva- 
ble; ſee Revel. 3. 18. [counſel thee to 
buy of me, &&C and anoint thine eyes with 
eye ſalve\: that is, with the knowledge 


tranſcendently higher again , even (»11gh , as that it ' way be 
called the height ar (elf , or heights. NJ , Job xx. 3, 6 (olb- 
riur oft proprie fragilitats agn-tio, ſ+134t avjettia e& bumiliatis. Gag- 


of thine own frailtie and finfulneſſe 


chat 


an_— 


| or the Roſe of Sharon. 


that thou maift ſee ]that is, mayeft ſee 
how poore, how wretched, how naked, | 
how odious , how finfull a creatnre |} 
thou art z therefore * buy of me this 
eyefalve: for ſomuchis tobe under- 
ſtood, as interpreters here have well 
noted it. i Evagrizs writes of Zoſimas 
and Chuzubites, that they did ata time 
reſtore unto the wife of Arceſilaus the 
fight of her eyes even miraculouſly, 
which narration of his, whether it 
may be undoubtedly beleeved, or not, 
this I am certainof: that Chrift can 
make you fee as well as ever you did , 
if you make uſe of him, becauſe $*, 
lohn in this Canonicall Book of the 
facred Scriptures, (which is infinitely 
to be preferred before Evagrime his 
Ecclefiaſticall Story )- ſets down theſe 
words, which. but now I cited, as} 
Chrifſts own , and therefore you may 
boldly go to him, whenfoever you 
cannot fee well, that you may be en- 
abled by him, to ſee both him and 
your own finfulncfle more cleerely 
then you do. ; 
7. When you can hardly we in 
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8. Caſe, 

* Folja Roſe 
1etentrice ms 
facultatem 
corroboraut, 
AMatith,olus 
in Dioſcs. |, 
I.CG 1112s 


boaſting, and detratting , or any other 
rotten ftuffe, that it may not breake 
outin your conferences and commu- 
nications with others, then alſo make 
uſe of Chrift, the Roſe of 5haron. For 
as Roſes-are by their nature * aftrin- 
gent and binding, fo Chrift by his na- 
cure is binding alſo, being cleane con- 
trary to ſuch boaftingand reviling, as 
you may guefle by his humilitie, Marr. 
11. 29. and by his filence mentioned, 
x Pet, 1.23. intheſevery words, Who 
when he was reviled, reviled z0t again, 
&c. Soas that you may be ſure, that 
he can eafily bridle your tongues, and 
bind your vain-glorious and malicious 
humors, unto which you may be ſub- 
je& by nature, ſo as that they ſhall nei- 
ther breake forth by the tongue, nor 
be predominant in the hearr, if you do 
bur make uſe of him,as you ought, and 
are to be ſhewed hereafter. 


8. Whenyoucan hardly retain any 
thing that is good, being ob{:w10us and 
forgerfull, go to Chriſt. For as Roſes 
are able to * corroborate the reten- 


tive facultie for the good of the _ 
fo 


or the Roſe of Sharow. 


fo Chriſt can as cafily ſtrengthen the | 
magazine of your ſouls, your memo- 
ries, yea infinitely more cafily, for he 
can write his Law in your very hearts, 
as he hath promiſed, 7erem. 3r. 33. 
Wherefore make uſe of him. 

| 9. When you begin to nauſeate 
and to loath his word, as the Children 
of Iſrael did Idath even Manna, which 
came down from heaven, 1shyx 6. 32. 
for as Roſes doe ſtop and cure the 
loathing of meat, if we may beleeve 
* Plinie, ſo Chriſt can quickly cure the 
nauſeating of his word , which is the 
GE diſcaſe of our age, yea, 
thouſand times better. For he is Man- 
na himſelf, and the word it felt; and 
thereforeif you can buttake and taſte | 
him how ſweet he is, you will find fuch | 
aſweet reliſh in him , as that you can- 
not loath his word , which is alſo moſt 
ſweet, by reaſon of him , as meat and 
drink is ſweet , if ſugar be in it, by 
reaſon of the ſugar, which is init, ſal, 
19. 10, . Therefore take him. 

| 10, When you are fo obſtructed 
and troubled with ſtoppages, as that | 


O4 you 


————————— 
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you cannot fetch your breath , as you 
were wont, thatis, donot, cannot 


ovidza, +6. | breath and pant ſo after God , «s the| 
mirificeopem | x7 gy; breathes after the water brookes, 
p_ Pſal. 42. 1,2. by reaſon of ſome ob- 
is Dioſco, 1.| truftion within, proceeding from an 
4<17*-; | cauſe whatſoever, then alſo make uſe 
quando fe-| of Chriſt, who alſo can undo ſuch 
tie anefaci-| {toppings in the ſoul, as Roſes can re- 
—_ move * obſtructions inthe body : for 
zevie tr- | Elſe his deare Spouſe would not have 
_— prayed him ſo, asſhe did , to draw her, 
* Coferves | that ſhe might run after him (Can. 1.4. Vit 
of Roſes | he were notable to take away all fhort- 
mojlite ..|Defle of breath, and to enlarge the 
rey pens "| heart, that one may * run, which be 
oſs yes. cannotdo, whoſe breath is but ſhort. 
the fone, | 17. If you be peftered with hard- 
Wit. Lay-|weſſe of heart , ſo as that ye cannot 
— P mourn for fin, or be ſenſible of fin, &c. 
bealth, p. [goto Chriſt tor help, foras the Roſe 
can mollifie thoſe parts that are hard, 
as *.one writes of it, ſo Chriſt can take 
away the very heart of ſtone, as he 
- [hath promiſed being God, Eze. 36.26, 
hence Bernard what hardnefle of heart 
was eyer able to ſtand before Jeſus, 
12. When 
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12, When you are troubled with 
Melancholy, and d:ſtruſt full thoughts, go 
to Chriſt in that caſe alſo. Foras Ro- 
ſes have a facultie , as *they write to 
expell melancholy, fo hath * Chrift 
a moft fivgular facultie to caſt outand 
diſpellall thoſe penſive and perplexed 

onceits, which do ſotorture many of 
his beleevirg members. For he hath 
ſaid , 1 will never leave thee nor forſake 
thee, Heb. 13. loſh. 1.5. which words of 
his, being ſpoken home to the heart 
of a diſtrufifull perſon, by bis own ſpi- 
rit within, incaſe you make ufe of him 
in ſucha time of need, muſt needs be 
of ſuch force and power , as that light 
muſt eyen come ogt of darknefle, as 
when he ſaid, /et there be /izht,Gen, 1.3. 

13. Whenycur hearts are not very 
ſtable,goto Chrift for ſtabilitie.For as 
Roſes 1f Plinie© may be credited, con- 
firme the tottering teeth in ones 
mouth, ſo he is able toconfirmeand 
to make ſtable your hearts , asthe A- 


oy writes, 2 Corinth, x. 21. Now | 


e which eſftabliſheth us with you in 
Chriſt , &c. is God, marke in Chrift, 


—— 


who| 


12, Caſc. 


| 
*T homas | 
Hill in his 
Art of 
Gard,p.88, 
b Cui n ad- 
verſa diffi- 
denti, jam 
Jamque defi. 
cienti (i no- 
men adjato- 
114 ſonuu de. | 
ſuit fortitt- 
do, Bernard, 


13. Caſe, 


* Plin, Nat. 
bift lite: 5. 
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who therefore is aptly reſembled roa 
| rock, which firmly beares that edifice, 
_ oa whichis built on it, * Matrh. 16.10. 
4. Caſe, | 14. Inaword, whenany ſinfull me- 
tion or evill hamour doth ariſe in your 
hearts, then make hafte to make uſe of 
Chriſt, who is able to purge it out , as 
Roſes have a facultie to purge the 
heart, fo as that they ſuffer not any 
corruption to remain in it, if we may 
givecredit to that, which © one writes 
ng Sy- [of the ſame, nay f much more, For ſo 
rupe of [faith the Apoſtle, whom we may cer- 


oles ſuf- | 
nd oe tainly beleeve, Hebr. 9. 14. How much 


corruption | zore ſhall the blood of Chriſt,who through 
"n chekeare |2Þe eternall ſpirit offered himſelf without 


jm ctheheart 


1lk.L.argh, | ſpot to God , purge ygur conſcience from 


A; —_— dead works to ſerve the living God ? 
cum xomnl 15. If you ſay, what iFone do yeeld 
pear bor;. | Or have given way to (in, what ſhall he 


— ang 'do then, ſhall he go to Chriſt roo ? 
tem, & bu. | Tanſwer, yes , For whether will ye 


| —_ 4, ogelfe but to him, who isable and rea- 
| an 2. dy to take away your fins , and to cure 

; flum miſer3. | : 
' Carden, 5, eundeomy; if * Deum omaip tentem, qus me & exemPplo 
; fance &> robore! adjutor;o. Vnde contludit , quod omen 1'/u totius nde- 
cor's ſugat priiguzem, Bernard, Serm. 15 ſuper Cant, 15, Caie, 
your 
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/your wounds after you have been bit- 
[ren of fin, and Satan,even as the s root 
of afield roſe is able to take away the 
|yenome out of the wound of a man, 
[that hath been bitten of amad dog, 
hu Plinie writes; for therefore he com- 
pares himſelt both to a Roſe in the| 
field here , androthe brazen — 

in Ifraels camp, which being looke' 
on by thoſe that were ftung of fierie 
Serpents, did healc and cure the ſame, 
loh. 3. 14,15, 16. As Moſes lifted np the 
ſerpent in the wilderneſſe-,, even ſo muſt 
the Sen of man be lifted up,(who,as ® one 
notes by the way , by reaſon of his e- 
verlaſting Dietie, I adde, and by rea- 
fon of the long-laſting vertue of his 
death, to deliver ws from death, not- 
withſtanding fin , which ever cleaves 
'unto us,is moſt aptly ſet forth by aſer- 
pent of brafſe, which is the more du- |_- 

rable metrall ) that whoſoever belcever# 
\in him , ſhould not periſh but have ever- 
laſting life ; unto this moſt excellent 
__ ( of which more is to be ſaid} 
ercafrer) we may annexe that in 
I John 1.1, 2, My liutle chilaren, theſe 
things | 


A— 
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things write | unto you, that ye ſinne not. 
And if any man ſinne, we have an Advs. 
cate with the father, leſws Chriſt the — 


tears ,and be u the propitiation for our fins, 


#\ and not for ours onely, but alſo for the (ins 


flandi , of the whole world , where note by the 


quida lege, 
ut femme, 
que per Pro- 
Eaaratores 4- 
gere poſſuw. 
Defor Vul- 
{(eius, Twris 


way, how Chrift in ſuch a caſe is com- 
pared toan Advecate, ſoas that poore 


ſelves, are to 
! ,.. curator or Advocate, whereas others 


fingers, who cannot plead for them- 


| ſelves, may plead by him to eſcape the 


Iudgement of God denounced againſt 
ſinners, that they muſt die, Ezech. 18. 
4. even as by the * civill law , women 
& children that cannot defend them- 
lead their caſe by a Pro- 


. may plead themſelves. 


mihi.p.23 1. 
3 * Liccat om- 
ni Chriſliano 
monall: rium 
mgreds, O*. | 
ta quocung; 
Crimme de« 
prerenſus 
futrit:Salug. 
107 EI 126- 
ler Drugs in- 
quit. Eum 


So that one may as much encourage 
youto goto Chrift , notwithſtanding 
thoſe fins into which through infirmi. 
tie you fall, as * thoſe 227. fathers, 
which mer in Tru/ls, under the Empe- 
rour /uſt:n123 (to adde Canons unto 
the ſixth generall Counſell of Con- 
ſtantinople, which made none )do * a- 


 nimate and allow even crimivall per- 


ſons and notorious malefactors to 


qu ad me venit noa ejiciem foras (anon 44 Cont, 6. Conſt.(ic difth. 


| 


pit, oi. 4 A 7 
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enter into a Monaſtery: yea more, 
then they, ſecing the word of Ged ir 
ſelf, asI ſhewed but now , makcth for 
ſuchan encouragement, whereas they 
can bring no proofe ſufficient. They 
fay indecd that Chrift hath ſaid; him 
that comes to me , Ile in no wiſe caſt out, 
bur they prove not that, he whotuters 
into a Cloylter , having been a male- 
factor, ſuch as by the Law of God 
oughttodie, goes to Chriſt, nay they 
cannot prove it. Forſo any murderer, 
or Sodomite, to fave his life , may go 
into a Monaſtery , and yet be farre e- 
nough from Chriſt, wherefore 1 ſay 
one may more ſafely animate poo:e 
finners , thatftn out of weakneſle, to 
go to Chriſt himſelf rather theninto 
a Cloyſter, which cannot fave them, as 
Chriſt can. 

16. It you ſay, what if our own 
hearts do even tremble and ſhake, aud 
condemn us as hypocrites, ſhallwe go | 


this 2? | 
Ianſwer, yes, For therefore he aſ- 
fiimilates and likeneth himſelfe to a 


to Chriſt and make uſe of him forall | 


CC 


Roſe, | 


16, Caſe, 


cM 
Ge. 
Cujus (ſcilt- 
cet Chriſti) 
fiewe erat 
Xpb, quem 
abt Pater e- 
Jus g'nitam 
ta 17:1 
umpovebe! 6 
nom: N07, 
dcens yy 
quiet)s nos 
facie ox 
Pecoalis N0- 
(brs,&:. 
Nt virod 
peccato qu:? 
| tos nonfect, 
ſed in Chri- 
ftum proghe- 
tavx La- 
m:<h, qui 


; [the Palpitation and trembling of your 


| at hand tojuftifie you, Eſa. 5o. 8, for- 
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Roſe, to ſhew, that as * Roſes do take 
away the trembling of the heart, fo 
itis he, that muſt remedie and cure 


hearts,as being greater then your hearts, 
42s it is written, x196n 3. 20. and xcere 


aſmuch as he alſo died for you, ſo as 
that you may boldly eccho torth theſe 
very words , afcer the Apoſtle to an- 
ſwer your ſelf-accufing and condemn- 
ing conſciences; who & he that con- 
demwueth ? it is Chriſt that died, &c, 
Rom. $, 34. but hereof more is to be 
ſaid hereafcer, in the manner of taking 
Chrift. This by the way. 

17. If you aske me, what if we can 
finds no reſt for all, ſhall we go to 
Chrift > 

I anſwer, yes. Forthereforealſo he 
is compared to a Roſe, becauſe he 
brings reſt and quietneſſe, and calm- 


neſfſc art laſt, as the * Roſe conciliates 
caſe, and brings men *afleep, being! 


poo fr 


weritate, E- | 


Phyfically taken. See for proote here. 
of, Matth. 11. a8. where Chriſt him- 
ſelf, like a true < Noah , fo called from 
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reft, doth moſt lovingly promiſe you 
reſt, ſaying, Come unts me all you that 
travell , and are heavy laden , and1 will 
give you reſt, Marke but theſe words, 
and ſee, how Chriſt himſelf anſwers 
youin this caſe; you ſay , what if we 
can finde no reſt forall this , ſhall we 
go to Chriſt? and Chriſt faith, yes, 
come. you ſhall be welcome. For I 
look for ſuch, as you be, reftlefle, caſe- 
lefle, and dejected ſouls, and ſuch I 
promiſe reſt , which they want, and 
1 will want, till they come and cleave 
tome, and me alone. 


18. Whenyou perceive your ſelves 
to be entrirg into a ſpirituall con- 
ſumption, ſo asthat you do notas in 
times paſt abound in good works, but 
ratherpray leſſe, read lefſe, meditate 


| 


lefle, and give lefſe then you did,then 
alſogo with all ſpeed to Chriſt, who 


can and muſt cure this conſumption of 


4 Fecaſti 70s! 
Domine pro 
ie, + 19x. 
etum ON tor 
roftrum, do 
nec ventat 
ad te Aug, 
18, Ole, 


* For the 

Conſump- 
tion make 
2 confe&tm- 
on withthe 
flowers of 


the ſoul as © Roſesare ſaid tohelp the | Borage & 
curing of the conſumption of the bo- Roſes with 


PRIN matical! 
dy in the beginning. See John 15. 5. pices, en 


He that abideth in me and 1 in him , the vie it. 


| }/ill Lamgh. 
ſame bringeth forth much fruit , note, a6 


much | 


o 
— — - 


"Niſt eau 
palmes 18 
vits manſ:- 
mt! & de 14- 
dice vixtrit 
Guantums!t- 
bet fruftum 
# ſemetip(a 
non po.eſt 
ferre, Aug. 
34 Loc, 


19, Cgſc. 


* Matthiolics 
tv Duoſco. l. 
I C,112. 


- loc Durz2d 
Rat. Drum 
offic 1.6, fol. 
We. . 
* Dr. Boys 
an his 


Works, p. . 
477- 
* 4mbr.ib, 


' [a care to abide in Chrift, he hat 
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much frun , 10 asthat he cannotente 


nue long init; for as much, as havin 


Chriſt reciprocally abiding in him, 
who will not ſuffer him to decay and 
to conſume away , * if therefore you 
would not fall back, as ſome do, then 
be carefull ro ſuck what efficacy and 
vertue you can from Chrift, as the 
branch from the Vine , and ſo making 
uſe of that true Vine, and moſt medi- 


rous conſumption. 

19. When you finde your ſelves 
deadand liveleſſe, ro think or do any 
good thing go to Chriſt, who like a 
* Roſc isable to revive you;and there- 
fore is called our very life , Col. 3. 4. 


and in the Judgement of * Judicious| 


Writers is held co be that good Sama- 
rican, which, as himſelffpeaks , Puts 
wine and oyle , that is, the * Law and 
Goſpet in the wounds of a poore tra: 
velliog ſoul, that is falnamong ſuch 
theeves, asthe devill, the world, and 


on fleſh are, to revive the ſame, 


farreinto any conſumption , or contil| 


cinall Roſe of Sharon, prevent a dange-| 


when 


; ww ww 4A — wy HH, 1» 


\himſelf, Marth. 5.6. Bleſſed are they-that 


or the Roſe of 'Sharon. 
[when it is halfe dead, - Luke 10. 30.| 
33,34- SIONSS 05 

| 20, Again, when you be ſoa thirkt af- 
ter more righteouſnes,as that nothin 
can fatisfie you , rhen ran'to Chrif 
likewiſe, who being like a Roſeis alſo: 
able to queneh your ſpiricuall thirſt, 
even as other '**Rofes arc-able'to 
quench your corporall, For ſo hefaith 


bunger and- thirſt afitr riehteouſneſſe, 
meaning both himſfelt, nm 
'ouſhefle : x Cor. x. 30. and thatwhich 
is * inherent, For they ſhall be filled 5 
uſing the means, namely.,, whichare , 
ordained for them,, 'to quench their: 
thirſt, as a man who being a thirſt, goes 
and ſeeks fordrink, The like may be 
faid of an uoſatiable thirſting after 
riches and pleaſures, thatas Roſes do 
quench the narurall thirft , * ſo Chriſt 
isable ro quench this finfull rhirſtin 

afcertheſe things, forſohe ſaith, 19h. 
4. 14. Whoſotver drinketh of thewater, 
ſhall never thirſt , meaning the * grac 

(of his Spirit , which will fo ſatiaterhe 
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Laveh. p. 
539+ 


* Scileces. | 
opera juftitie 
Hitoa. in 
Loc, 


* N-:bil ita 
temperat fo 
tm aun. 
men Iiſu, 

-* Cyill. 2, 
inlobs 8g, 


foulof ſucha one, as that he ſhall nor 
- P thirſt 


em 
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thirſt ſo, orlong after the tranſttorie 
riches, and fugitive pleaſures of this 
world, as R—_— hedid-, and as he 
would do again , it he ſhould negle& 
me the fountain of living water, and 
«Eexi» |dripkrather of the * wellof pleaſure, 
«914 in pu-| and of the golden ftreames of earthly 
* [ riches, ©o quench bis thirſt. . For thus 
a moft judicious; ancient * Doctor 
writes of that Well, which Chriſt 
ſpeaks of , . that the water in it is 
;z | Pleaſure, and that men draw it with 
the water Pot of concupiſcence , and 
that therefore whoſocyer drinketh of 
it, ſhall. thirſtagain, whereas, if a man 
make ufe of Chriſt, and drink in thoſe 
ſtreames of, grace, "which flow from 
his bleſſed! Spirit, he ſhall chirſt no 

Re: 0.7 i. | 
21, Caſe. | 21. Is Godangry with you, and do 
all his waves and billows go over you, 
andare'ye almoſt-averwhelmed with 
the fiercenefie of his wrath, and doth 
his fury even burn.within, you , like 
fire? - 06then,; make haſte togo 
5 


ro.Chrift , who mult free, you fro: 
wrath, and take away that heat, 


_SNASECHMSY ES. 
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as Roſcs do take away the heat of a 
hotdiſeaſe. For none elſe but he, was 
ever 'able to pacifie the provoked 
wrath and fury 
fooliſh pride of that Romane Empe- 
rour Gepeees having made a bridge 
of grappled ſhips over anarrowatm of 
the Sea, in imitation of ,Xerxes, and 
criumphing at midnight withinnume- 
rables torches, .to boaſt that he had 
wrought two. great miracles, having 
made the ſea dry land , andthe nigh 
day : but our Emperour of heaven and 
earth, even the Lords Jeſus Chriſt did 
ſoindeed, when he dried up the re 
Sea of his fathers wrath, and chan 

our preſent night of ignorance & fad. 
nefſe , and futureof rorment into the 
eternall day-light of his grace and 
glory, andthere was none with him, 
when he did it, becauſe none bur he 
was able to do it: nor will be ever. 
See Eſa. 63. 3. 1 have troden the wine- 
reſſe alone , and of the people there was ) 
none with me, that is, none did * ſuffer 


of God; Ir was the 


Y 


Ca'ignlzes 
folly. 


ith me, when I ſuffered my fathers = 
rath : wherefore as God Oy 7 
P 2 vw. 

A 


; 
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* Rolcs do 
rejoyce the 


.|Roſe, whoſe * propertie it is to be 
. [exhilarative, 


| [che wrath of Godin your ſouls, yerif] 
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to his le, ſoſayIuntoyou, Enter 
mareck 2 rok is, in Chrift who 
isthe rock, for feare of the Lord, and 
for the glory of his Majeſtie; when 
he is angry,and there hide your ſelves, 
making what uſe you can of Chriſt, 
and labouring to be found in Chriſt, 
and to __ Chriſt ever in your mind, 
till the indignation be over paſt, Eſa, 

2.10, and ry Dey verſ. 207 © 2 
22. Moreover, are you deprived 
of yourdeareft friends , goodly chil- 
dren, or loving parents? or hathany 
you been bereaved of a kinde yoke- 
ellow, and 'do ye thereupon con-+| fi 
clude, that God is diſpleafed with 
ou? then go to Chriſt in this your 
heavy and ſad condition, who is ready 
tobeuntoyouin ſtead of a ſonne, afa- 
ther, or mother, or broth friend, 
Matth. 12. 50. and ſo conſequently to 
exhilarate and to cheere you up as a 


23. Again, though you do not feel 


you be bur comfortleſſe and deftiture 


of 


——_ —_— 


oj 


5 R.©0 - 


HH Ana. 
- _ _ — LY 


7 Qu 


> roo<Y 


an 


or the Roſe of Sharon. 


of the ſenſe and feeling of his love to- 
wards you, reſt notſo, but go withall 
ſpeed to Chrift , who is both able and 
ready to comfort your 'ſorrowtull 
ſouls, as Roſes are able to * comfort 
the headand heart of a man, when he 
is weake. For ſo he ſaith , 70h. 14.18; 
I will not leave you comfortleſſe, rmwill 
come toyou, Mark, 1le come toyou; ſaith 
he, Where as other Rofes cannot 
come to us, but we muſt go after 
them, to ſhew how ready he is' to 
come and to comfort us , whenſoever 
weare ſad and comfortlefle ; where- 
tore I coclude with ſweet S*.* Bernard, 


{| isany'manſad? Let Chrifts ſweeteſt 


vame Jeſus , I adde, and this precious f 
promiſe come into his heart, and 
minde, and fo let him procure that 
peaceand comfort, whichthe world 
cannot give, .in. and by Jeſus Chriſt, 
that ſweet and moft comtortable Roſe 
if Sharon , but this comfortableneſſe 
of Chrift, I have likewiſealready en- 
forced upon your affeftions, as now: 

do wry rout it upon. your. wils, and | 
therefore I-am here the. more briet 
T i'y in 


| 
| 


_ 


— 


in r{wa{ton. 
| who jo you fck and weake in * 
dy,; and like to die? then, © then, 
; > c net of Chrift chiefly. For then 
uſually ,, meo make moſt uſe of their 
corruptible: Roſes , or Roſe-water, 
* For few | Roſe-vinegar, Roſes conſerved, and 
cordials | * cordials made of Roſes, and other 
the help of | iÞgredients, when they be very ill, and 
Roſes, or | ſhould ye dot. then , above all other 
=" 1 times, miake as. much account 
Lavh. p. | Chrift, that incorruptible Roſe of Sha 
535. ron ;yea,ipfinitely more: Foraſmuch, 
as he is then able to do good both to 
your ſouls, and bodics, whereas other 
Roſes (as I noted formerly ) are but 
good for the one, and nothing forthe 
other. 

Kis Chrift and none but Chriſt, that 
can healeall diſeaſes, as he is not one-! 
ly man but alſo God all-powertull, 
Pſa. 103.3. 

It. is Chriſt and none but Chrift, 
that can then ftrengthen us , when 
naturall ftrength faileth , as it is writs 
ten, Eſa. 40:29: He giveth power tl 
the faint and to them that have no __ | 


L 


iſ] orcbe Roſe Sharon. | 


- f/that we die not the eyerlafting death, 


he encreaſeth ſtrengrh\, which all the 
cordials upon-earth cannor do. 

It-is Chriſt and none: but Chriſt, 
that can- then content your lauguiſh- 
ing ſouls and drooping ſpirits, when 
neither meat nordrink willdown with 
you,asitis written, Pſal. 23.4,5. Yea, 
Though 1 malk' thorow the valley of the 
ſhadow of death 1 will feare none ill - for 
thou , namely * Chriſt, art with me, thy 
rd and thy ſtaffe they comfort me. Thou 
prepareſt a table, or teaft, for my poore 
ſoul before me , iy the preſence ; pron 
enencs, where by enemies, we may 
underſtand death , and Satan, alſoa- 
mong the reſt, whothen ate before 
us, when we are dying. 

Laſtly, it is Chriſt and none but 
Chriſt , that can then keep us alive, 


when neither money, nor friends, nor 
Phyſick , nor Phyſicians can keep us 
trom death. For fo he faith , 194. 6. 
49.50, Tour fathers did eat Manna in the | 
wilderneſſe and are dead ( that could not | 


keep them alive,) Thi & the bread| © 
f which cometh down from heaven , that « 


P 4 man 


. 
F 


| At 9/3 
| apnd Roſe- 
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Georg. Caſ- 
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forever. And therefore as inancient 
time, ſick and weak and dying Chri- 
ſtians, were * directed ro make uſe c 

Chriftat that time eſpecially, inter- 
poling the death of Chriſt betwixt 
them and Gods: Judgement, ;ſadol 
adviſeand perſwade younow todothe 
like , ſaying , as. they were taught to 
fay, if the Lord will' Judge you ; Lord 
we interpoſe the death of of our Lord le- 


| ſ«s Chriſt betwixt us and thy Indgement, 


no otherwiſe we contend with thee, 8&C; 
I muſt not proceed- farther, left 
ſhould prevent my ſelf in. that which] 
mult ſay by and by touching the form 
and manner of making uſe of Chriſt, 
and therefore let that ſuffice, which] 
have already ſpoken. 

25. Finally, my brethren, if your 
faith be weake , either then when you 
be weak and ſick, or atany other time 
then, 6then, beſure to goto Chriſt, 
who, being like aRoſe, is asableto 
corroborate your faith in the heart,.as 
Roſes areableto * ſtrenthen the heart 


it ſelf, yea, much more. For heis the 
XZ. author 


The excellencyof Chrifh, | 


| man may eat therref and not die,namely, 
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or the Roſe of Sharon. | 
author of the Roſes themſelves , and 
of the heart it ſelf, and of faith alſo: 
Hebr. 12. 2. and therefore muſt needs 
be infinitely more able to ſtrengthen, 
thea a Roſe, which himſelfhath made, 
ſo as that it can have no other power, 
or vertue, but ſuch as is derived onel 
from him, who is omnipotency it ſelf, 
and therefore you may note , how his 
own diſciples finding their faith to be 
but infirme and weake, did re- 
paire themſelves unro him for more 
ttrength, and.for a larger meaſurcof 


it, acknowledging him to be both 


able to doit., and-themſelves alroge- 
ther: impotent and unable to helpe 
themſelves in it ; ſaying , Z#k. 17.5. 
Lord increaſe our faith. 


Anſw. 


The excellexncy of Chriſt, 


SECT. 21. 


Eight Rules to obſerved in the 
taking of Chriſt. 


_—_ will ſay unto me; Here are 
Caſes enough, and you have told 
usenough, that we muſt goto Chrift 
in all theſe caſes, but alas! we do not 
know how to go to him, and to make 
uſe of him as we ought, and therefore 
we deſire that you would ſhew us next 
the manner. after whichiwe are to 
make uſe of. Chrift inalltheſe'caſes. 

I anſwer. So 1 will by Gods: help. 
ForlI know full well, that as the Phy- 
lician. preſcribing a generall medicine 
toa patient, can To him no goodt all, 
unlefſe he tell him , with all, how he 


muſt take it , fo ſhall profit you but| 


little by my former perſwaſion ; un- 


and manner of takin 
onely ſoveraign medicine appointed 


of 


lefſeI informe you touching the form ' 
Chriſt, as the, 


a ay AO 


© 5 


of - 
8a at 


DE —_— 


or the Roſe of Shards. 

aimed of God, robe good of 

your poore and fin-fick ſouls. 

Take therefore and: obſerve theſe 
following Phyſicall Rules for 


our inſtruction ; which God 
blefle unto you. 


1. As it is requiſite , that before 
men take bodily Fhyſick, they ſhould 
firſt be * prepared torir, ſoir is neceſ- 
ſary , that you ſhould be ficted for 
Chriſt, before you gototake him, as 
a medicinall Roſe tor the health and 
good of your ſouls. For dobur note 
the promiſes , which he hath made, 
and you ſhall finde that they are made 
not teall promiſcuouſly, bur onely to 
ſuch , as are thus and thus qualified. 
See Math. 5. 4. foraninftance. Bleſ- 
ſed are they that mourn ,. for they ſhall be 
comforted ; Marke they ſhall be com- 
forted, if they be ſuch as mourn, and 
therfore you muſt be fitted for Chriſt, 
ay , if you will comfortably take 

im 


You willfay unto me, How would 
di you 


I- Rule. 
VidePraxin 
Meduam, 
Gualteri 
Bruck, Do 
(foris Celte 
berrims. 


—— * 
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| 


| + Oni vo- 


lat roſas 
conſervare 
in rudz olla 
conditas ſub 


. [do ohuunt 


ac 1 ſervant 
Palladius, 
2. Steps to 
kumaliati- 
On. 


T1 Pet. 5. 5. and heloves to dwell with 


[ The excellency of Chriſt, 
you have us.to be fitred for Chrift, | 


I anſwer. 
1. Be well humbled. 

2, : Well reſolved, 

1. Wellhumbled, For he reſts the 


proud, and giveth grace to the humble, 


the humble, Eſa. 57. 15.and therefore, 
as he that would keep Roſes, muſt 
have * carthen pats for them, to keep 
themin, ſoyou, if you willtake and 
keep Chrift to do you good, ou muſt 
have humble hearts, li e pots of 
carth, voide of allowed pride, and ar- 
rogancie. 

| Now there are three ſeverall teps 


deſcend unto this here required humi- 
liation, 

x. Self-examination. 

2. Selt-lamentation. 

3: Self. accuſation. - 

1. For the firſt, as the Apoſtle 
writes, Let 4 man examine himſelf, and 
o let him eat of that bread, and drink of 
that cup , x Corinth. x1. 26, So ſay 1 


ordegrees, by the which men areto | 


— mmm mm ———_— — 
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250 take Chriſt, as Phy ck, ' 


md ©: © > _ --__ 


—_ 


Ps. A *X4 


ts_ © mes, 


 cither| 
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likeithe poore 
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or the Roſe of Sharon. | 


onely, then ler him examine himſelf 
firſt, and thar touching theſe fixe 
things : . 

1. Whether Chriſt bclong to him 
orno, ſo asthat he may truly ſay , My 
belgved « mine and 1 am his, Cant. 2.16. 

2. Whether he be in the fairh or 
no, 2 Ceremth. 13. x. 

3+ Whether- he be in /ove' with 
Chriſt, and with man, bur _— 
with all rhe members of Chriſt , ric 
and poore, yea, or no. For that is 
chiefly: 

16.'22. ©0418." (1220 4 

ſelf fo full of corruption. yet within 
and without;asthat he fees morethen 
cauſe ro humble himſelt as low as duſt, 
;Pablican,, Luk. 18, 13. 


abd herc let's man rip up. his whole 

life,, as much as he can tor the preſent, 

that he may-be: humbled, Lament. 

3. 40. £ 

5. Whether he do allow of that- 

20 corruption Orno , Row. 7. 15. 
20. h 


6. And 


cither ſacramentally ; or ſpiritually | 


- required , John 21. 17. 1Cer.|. 


| 4 Whetherbodothoot finde bim-| 
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Previſa ma- 

ms apprebex- 

{ſara ſe wi- 

1 pote ſuas 

operiluram 

{ drvitzas, [eſe 
comprimsre, 


1Gemmis |.2. 
” $C.1 3+. 

"JA Cafe of 
Conſci» 

*+ 4 ence, 


' {aid ro cur off the -hand,of her enemy 


' 6. And whether it be his chiefeft 
care to ſerve God in true bolineſſe and 
righteouſneſſe all the dayes of bu life, 
Luke 1.74,7 5- 

The firſt is to be tried by the ſe- 
cond, the ſecond by the third, fitt and 
lixt, asis to be ſeen, Gal. 5. 6. At. 15. 
9. Ad. 26.18. Bur the fourth ſerves 
onely as a glafſe , that we may not be 
proud; buthumble and lowly in our 
ſelves, as ſecing, no. cauſe wherefore 
we ſhould exalt our ſelves, and ſo con- 
ſequently ,/ that we may be fit and apt 
for Chriſt ,. who. .looks: for ſach.-and: 
none but ſuch to take hig';+ as for 0. 
chers, if theytwilbpreſame to appre- 
hend him; and rolay hold bnihim, 'in 
the Sacrament eſpecially, they, may 
juſtly feare' that che: Lovd will even 
cut rhem off,,*as the! Oxlker or ſhell 
wherein 'the-orient:pearle is hid ;.;js 


that comesco-take' it,/See x Cor. iz. 
29,30, Thisby the way. | 

' If youaske me, how you may know 
that. you have examined your ſelves 


ſufficiently? 


I anſwer , F 


or the Roſe of Sharon. | 223: 
__ Tanſwer. ( With Gerſon) chata man | Sol, 
is toadhibit fomuch diligence herein | * Taxam 
as he would in another matter of mo- |4%**tiam 
ment, whereby he may either gain, or apt 
looſe. much: let me adde a reaſon; | 2«ime con. 
For it is ſuppoſed that , that then a prrnurg 
EOS BOL ® | cogitenth 
man' will do his utmoſt, which is as | erica 
mnchas is required, Devr. 6. 5. Fecocta quis 
But how ſhall one know you will 737 | 
fay, that he hath had ſo much care to ke ans 
examine himſelf, as he would have tio pro mag- 
had in another of great importance, o Co 
and ſo bath done his beſt endeayour > « ixcon- 
1 anſwer (With Gabriel! Biel that 3©074% 
moſt learned and profound. DoQtor in 'Geſo in 
the Schooles ) if you omit and paſſe 792% 
by nothing voluntarily, and if oblivi. Fog 
onand forgettulneſfſe pleate you not, 'Conſc- 
but it be. your heartie defire rather, | "<<: 
that your memories may be ſo illumi- |, 
nated, as that you may be able to re-: placer bl 
count and to remember your fins; 1 **,/#4_me- 
adde, and to come tothe true know- bo __ | 


' [ledge. of your ſelves and of your e- | peccawmm 


ſtates, © For ſo in like manner, you| £2" 


[e-5 | | mia MWe- 
noriem, i mbil voluntarie amittit, &t. Gabrie! Biel i |; 
Ce ens L abrie! Bie in Caa.HMiſſe Le. 


would 


— 


| Theexcelencyof Chrift, 
would be loath ro forget or toneglet 
any thing ina weightieand importanr 
carthly bufineſſe and you would be 
glad ro be fully informed of every 
ching rhat' may concern you, and we 
|know by the word of God, thatade: 
ceitfull negligence is that which God 
condemnerh, becauſe -itis voluntary, 
ler. 48. 10, Curſed i he that doth the 
work of the Lord negligently, and deceit. 
fully. For the * Hebrew fignifierh 
borh. | 

Let me ſuperadde but a neceflary 
Corollary, and thenT have done-with 
this important matterof examination; 
That.ir may appzare that you do nor 
willingly omit any thing neceſlary; 
bur rather uſe all means ro come.rto 
the knowledge of your fins , fee thar 
you ſearch yourſelves fo diligently, as 
that ye neglect not ferioully to paſle 
in your ſearch through all -the ren 
Commandements , being aflifted b 
one good Writer or other{as M', Dos, 
D-. Ma'or, MF, Scudder, or ſome other 
on the Commandements. For this 
kinde of eximination is held alſo by 
| * judici- 


I | or the Roſe of Sharon. 


* judicious Caſuifts to be ſufficient. 
And the reaſon hereof is, becauſe the 
Law of God is ſo perfe& as that next 
unto Gods own immediate diſcovery, 
there can be no more required, to 
bring a man to the knowledge of his 
own fiafull eſtate, See Pſal. rg. 7. The 
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Law of the Lord is perfert. 

2, Having ſearched as much as you 
were able, then lament and bemoane 
your ſelves as much as you can, for ha- 
ving ſo highlyand hainouſly offended 
{ogood a God, and high a Majzftie 
Thus Peter remembring himſelf what 
he had done, went ext of the High 
Prieſts Hall, and wept bitterly, Lak.22. 
61,62, And Epiphanizs writes of the 
proud * Peacock, that when having 


beheld himſclfas he goeth, and admi- 
red his beautifull glorious feathers, he «xi 
refle&s at laft upon his blackiſh and 
ugly teet , he cryeth out as loudas he |: 
caninthe midft of all his bravery, be- ! 9 
cauſe they are not proportionally cor- | 
reſpondent and anſwerable to the o- |- 


tier parts of his faire body, and there- 
tore well may we cry out , rather then 
brave 


— 


* Poriiasin 


—— 
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3+ Self ac- 
cuſation, 


f gaorts meos, 
[deg cnyy; 
{.16c.3. 

: A Cue of 


- {fall to ſelf-Accuſfation , and confeſle 
- | your fins, Ile notſay to* man, who isa 
©| {inner himſelf, and cannot forgive, or 
. |juftifie you, but to God, who is able 


The excelency of Cbriſt, 


braveitont, when uponan exact ſur- 
veyand ſearch mage, we {ce the mon- 
ſtrous deformitie of our ſouls, by rea- 
ſon of fin , which is that abominable 
thing, and the cauſe why our lives are 
not anſwerable to that tranſcendent 
beautic, which isin Chrift, and to that 
proportionable comelinefle, which 
ſhould be in every one of us, ſo as that 
weſhould not ſtand ſo much upon any 
good parts, that are inus, ſeeing that 
our ſouls hav: ſuch black feet, that is, 
ſuch ugly motions and inclinations, 
whereupon they go, and break out 
even into words and actions, which 
are to be lamented even with teares 
of blood, if it were poſſible. 

3. Having lamented your ſelves 


and faithfull alſo, and juſt to forgive 
you, and to cleanſe you from all un- 
righteouſneſfle, x 1oh. 1.9, 

You will ſay unto me, how would 


| 


' Coſcience, | 


you have us contefle our (ins, muſt we 


. confeſle 


a—_— amo te. a.  ]JTLoaO 


| or the Roſe of Sharow, 


confefſe them all to God in particu- 
lar, or will a generall confeſſion ſerve? 

I anſwer. In ſome caſes it will ſerve, 
and in ſome it will nor. 

If youaske me in what caſcs it will 
ſuffice ? 

I anſwer. If 1. we beprevented by 
time, as the thiefe upon the crofle, 
Luke 23 40,41,42,43» 

2. * When upon a diligent ſearch 
we cannot finde out ſome , yea many 
fins, then we may warrantably con- 
tefle, andſay with Pavidin generall, 
Who knoweth the errors of his bf, cleanſe 
me Lord from my ſecret ſins, Pſal. 19. 
19.13. - 

Bur when will a generall confeflion 
not ſuffice ? 

I anſwer. When we have time and 
may know , and do know our maine 
fins, For ſo faith Saint lohn : If we 
confeſſe our ſins, he is faithful andjuſt to 
forgrve them , Marke, here is both a 
promiſe, anda condition, thepromiſe 


is remiffion, the condition is confel- |” 


fion, and a confeſſion of our fins, ntte 


[ourJnow all rhe fins,that we know and 
| Q 2 may 
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The excellency of Chriſt, - 


may know, being main ones, are ours, 
ſo as that we may not ſay ſuchare, and 
ſuchare not, ſoasthat we may chuſe 
whether we will confeſie them or no, 
Heare alſo the Judgement of holy 
* Chryſoſtome inthis caſe. Let us not 
onely call our ſelves offenders, but let 
usreckonup our fins, and repeat eve- 
ry one of them in particular. Ido not 
ſay accuſe thy ſelt untoothers , but1 
counſell thee to follow the Prophet, 
ſaying , Reveale thy way unto the Lord, 
&c. which words of his I adde , left 
men ſhould think that he would have 
us cohfefle our finnes in ſpeciall to a 
Prieft, as the Romaniſts do teach,and 
compell the people ſo to do. No, No: 
that good * Father as well as divers 
others was rather againſt, then for 
any ſuch auricular confeſſion. I clo 
tpthis Caſe inthe words of another 
reat Door on Lay. 2. 19, Powre ont 
thine heart like water before the face of 
the Lord, 1n the powring our' of the 


heart, faith he, Integritie and univer- 
ſalitie is to b2 noted, that we are to! 


powre out our whole hearts by CON- 
- 


— 


fſien 


—— 
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| or the Roſe of Sharon. 


teſhon, For deeds are not onely to be 
confeſſed, quorh he, and words, com- 
miſſions, and omiſhons, bur uncleane 
thoughts alſo, and churliſh affeRions, 

and diſordered intentions, mixt wils, 

perverſe cenſures, raſh ſuſpicions, For 
elſe, as * one ſaith well, ſuch thoughts 
willaccuſe usin the laſt day, I adde, if 
we do not now accule ourſelves, con. 

feſling them that they may nor leave 
ſome 1umpreſſions in our ſouls, as in 

WaXEC., 

Let me ſuperadde one Corollary, | A Corols 
keep ſhort reckoning therefore , and |' 
humble your ſelves often, by often 
confeſſing, even * daily or hourely, if | "27.9% 
you can, that you may be able to re- & wbioxs on 
member the manifold exorbitancies | ;c.,ma. * 
of your ever-erring ſouls, which o- 
therwiſe , for the moſt part will be 
through your own carcleſncfle and 
oſcitancie buried of you in oblivion, 
tothe great damage and diſquietnefle 
of your ever * accufing conſciences, 
See Pſal. 32. 3,4. When I kept ſilence my 
bones waxed old through my rearing all 
the day long. Marke ail the day long, 
Q 3 and 
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and * every day in the which he did 
not confefle, for day and night thy 
hand was heavy upon me, &c. 

I acknowledged my ſin wnto thee, and 
mine iniquitie have I wot hid, 1 ſaid, 1 
will confeſſe my tranſgreſsions , ( Mark 
tranſgreſſions in the plurall number, 
leſt men ſhould think that he ſpeaks 
but _ notorious fin, that troubled 
him anUſuch tranſgreſſions, as by ver. 
tue of the * origivall doalſo comprize 


| ( his very thoughts ) and thor forgaveſt 


the iniquitie of my ſin. 
Which ſacred paſſage plainly com- 
monſtrates the needfulnefſi: of an ex- 


49% | at and frequent confefling of our 


main and known finnes , as without 
which no calmneſle or true quietneſle 
of conſcience is tobe expected, wher- 


efore the Lord, as He=ekiah the rai- 
ling Letter of Rabſhekeh (2 King. 19. 
14- ) that ſo you may have the lefle 
work to do in the kinde, when you 
goe to prepare your ſouls for Chriſt, 


The excellency of Chrift, | 


j 


fore, asI ſaid , folfayapgain, recount: 
your fins often ſpreading them abroad} 


the moſt medicinall Roſe of Sharon, to 
| rake 
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| or the Roſe of Sharos. | 231 
take him as the onely ſoyeraign mefi- 
cine of your fit-fick fouls, 

| Thus deſcend by theſe three ſteps] 
down to that depth of humiliation, | 
which poſſibly you can reach unto, | 
by the help and aſliftance of the all' 
powerfull God, which in the ufe of. 
ſuch holy means by earneſt prayer you 
__ crave , and beg at his bountitull| 
hands. 


ha” - nc» | thing iN 
ſolved, not to live under the reigning | cpenatony 


; 1s the 


this Rand- 
condinc 
money, yea, any money rather then | purpoſe of 
{m! EE 1 
knows he ſhall be ſickly ſtill, and that | 17 *\®® 
he will do any thing preſcribed by the | heartnor 
Skilfull Phyſician, who knows farre! mo yon 
better what is good forhim then him-. ting cod 
ſelf. | ' the will of 
And therefore well may you Ie-| pobinCa. 
ſolve too, being to take the Roſe off (cs of Con- 
Sharon as Phyfick for the good of your | (c@nce.l. x. 


Q 4 ſouls, |*9*- 4: 


——_— 


ms 


The excellency of C brift, 


ſouls, that you will by Gods help for- 
go any money , I adde, any finfull 
pleaſure, honour, or whatſoever elſe 
may be offenſive unto Chrift,and that 
you will follow allthe good inſtruQi- 
| ons anddireRicos, which'he hath ſet 
; down in his word, that you may enjoy 
| him and beable totake him,as you do 
deſire. Betcer is it, and a thouſand 
times better for you to follow Chriſts 
_ and to be without ſuch de- 
ights, hozours, moneys, while you 
live, then one houre to want Chriſt, 
whoindeed will not comfortably im- 
part himſelf and his hidden vertues 
unto one, whoſe heart hankereth after 
ſuch tugitive follies , vain delights, 
and golden fetters; for he faith , He 
that loveth father or mother more then 
me i not worthy of me, and he that loveth 
ſonne or daughter more thenw me, us nat 
worthy of me, Matt.10.37.from whence 
I draw this inference, and therefore 
how much more is he, who for the 
preſent loves either money , or ples- 
(ſure, or honour more then Chriſt un- 
worthy of Chriſt, andunfit for Chrift, 


ro 


mm 


or the Roſe of Sharon. 


to takeþhim to his comfort. 
Nay? * Let their money periſh with 
them ( ſaid once Galeacins, that noble 
Marqueſle of Yicotoa R— 
J 


RR —————— 


him to return from Geneva into 1ta 
to his own home, wife and children) 
who efteeme the gold in the world 
not worth one dayes focietie with Je- 
ſus Chriſt, 8c. 

And therefore as Barnabes did once 
exhort the Antiochians,that with pur- 
poſe of heart they would cleave unto 
God, A. 11. 23. So dol hereper- 
ſwade you to the like purpoſe of heart, 
that you will part with any thing, 
though never ſo deare, and do any 
thing, though never ſo irkſome to 
fleſh and blood,that Chrift your deare 
love may impart himſelfe , and the 
ſweeteſt influence of his grace and 
comforts unto you, which that you 
may obtain, I pray God in mercy to 
ſettle your hearts tor ſuch a gracious 
purpoſe of heart, 

Youwill ſry unto me, you havere- 
ſolved ſo many times, but you were 
never able to perform what you pur- 

| poled, 


ens 


—_ 


\__ 


"of Galcaci-; 
its Caractio. 
lies cap. 23, 


* The life 


* o"— 


The excebency of Chriſt, 


poſed, and therefore you do not know 
whether you may reſolve foagain ? 

1 anſwer. 

If you did raſhly reſolve, the fault 
is yours, and therefore be wiſer next 
and adviſed, as Chriſt himſelf inti- 
mates by his two parables of a builder, 
anda King, Luk. 14. 25.29,30,31,32+ 

Confidering 

r. What ftrength you have impart. 
eduntoyou, much or little onely, as 
the Church of Philadelphia, Revel.z.8. 
that you may not preſume beyond it. 

2. What ftrength thereis in finne, 


; 


which you would vanquiſh, whether 
much or little, that you may not ſlight 
it, and ſo have the lefle care to watch 
It, and toule all holy means to over- 
beare it, when Porters are to beare a 
burden they poiſe it firit, that they, 
way know how heavie it is,and ſo may 
not Ilye under the burden afterward, 
but rather in the beginning may get. 
more help, if it be too heavie, and 
therefore well may you alſo poiſe the 
burden of a reſolution firft before you 


| 


| 


take itup, and charge your ſouls with | 
it, | 
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or the Roſe of Sharos. | 
it, that they may not afterward finke 

under the burden , for want of more 

{trength and help,and for want of poi- 

fing the burden offinne withall, whoſe 

weight indeed maketh the burdenof 
reſolution ſo heavie, as uſually men 

after they have taken it up do finde it 

tobe. 

2. Iſfay however it came to paſle, 
that you were not formerly able to 
performe , and to do what you reſol- 
ved yet be not diſheartened , but re- 
ſolve agairfand again. For he that wils ! 
you to return again, and again , and! 
againandagain: foure times, Caxt. 6. 
13. will doubtlefſe accepr alſo here. 
after of your reiterated reſolutions 
accompanied with wiſdome in ma- 
king , and care in keeping , thoughas 
yet you were never able to do as ye 
* would. For if there be firſt awilling 
mipae , it s accepted accordeng to that a 
man hath , and not according to that he 
hath n2t , ſaith the Apoſtle, 2 Corinth. 
8. 12, * Thatis, not according tothat 
which is beyond his power: Hence 
* Leo, whata man was not ableto do 


: 


yeſterday, 


— 
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Gal. 5.17. 
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* Leo 4: 
conflitta 
vit &# uit. 
mih;p.113. 


2. Rule. 


* Roſcrs 

no :dum pa- 
ifatÞ xs (- 
vaby (i it 
canna vinidl 
| fixa reducas 
CE P alla- 


4iits, 
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pn NS 


cfterday , let him doe it to day, 
et him ever, as he receives grace 
from above, reſiſt his yoo 
ſtome, let him ſay both mornings 
2nd evenings now I have begun, This 
is the change of the hand of themoſt 
High. 

: As other bodily Phyſick muſt be 
taken faſting , ſobe emptie when you 
take Chriſt, thatis. x. ifneed be ab- 
{taine evenfrom meat, keeping a truly 
religious taft , according to our Sayi- 
ours ſpzech, Mark. 9g. 29. 2, Thinke 
not your ſelves to be able to doe any 
thing, as of your ſelves. No: but ra. 


ther that all your ſufficiencie is of 
God, 2 Corinth. 3,5, they that will keep 
Roſes, ſaith * one, muſt keep themin 
a greene cane, And yee know that 
Chrift cals himſelf a Roſe in my text, 
and therefore upon that very ground1 
inferre ſo much , that ſeeing he is a 
Roſe, it you will take and keep him, 
you mult be as greene hollow canes, 
that is , evermore emprie and voyd of 
ſelf-conceitednefſe, for as much as 
himſelf hath ſaid ; Without me you hy 
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{bur juſt nothing , I pray you confider 
Flof it, and be perſwaded then to goe 


—— 


| or the Reſeof Sharon. 
do nothing, Ioh. x5. 5. * Not, bur little, 


even quite out of your ſelves, and to 
unbottome your ſelves, ' wholly, caſt- 
ing away all ſelf-confidence , and ſelt- 
relying , that ſo you may be fit forthe 
Lord Chriſt , who flerh but the hungry 
with good things , who is emptie , and 
ſends the rich, that is, the rich in con. 
ceit, emptic away, Luk.1.53. | 

3. As Patients will ſee what they 
take, ſoſee you and conſider Chriſt by 
faith with Abraham , who ſaw his day 
and rejoyced, 1oh.$8.56... 

Youwill fay unto me , what great 
vertue can there be in this ſight ? 

I anſwer very much. For if they, 
that did but look onthe * brazen Ser- 
pent, being ſtung of the fiery Serpents, 
were healed, what will not faiths look 
do upon Chrift himſelf, who is God 
himſelf, * typified by the brafle of 
that erected Serpent in the wilder. 
nefle, and ſoconſequently moſt able 
to heale us inſtantly, when by faith we 
do but look upon him , and eye him, 
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* Ne 965 
quam phuls- 
104 ſaſtem 
parvum ali- 
quem frue. 
tum poſſe 2 
[emetipſa 
paſmulem 
fene, cum 
dix ſſet, bic 
fart fruflum 
Wus(l8, 10N | 
att, quia ſme 
me parim 
poteſits fa- 
cere,ſedmibil 
potc{u fa. 
ce, Ap. 
ix Loc, 

3. Rule, 
Dueſt . 
Solwut. 

* Numb, 
21. 

* Brod au» 
tum enens 
eſt ſignificat 
quod ille ſe* 
(undum 
Carnem mor- 
tus fuer, 
fed drovint- 
tus eternus | 
ſit. Bede. in 4 
Num, 21, 


as 


| 
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as the Apoftle would have us, ſaying, 
Heb.12.12, Let ws lay aſide every weight, 
and the fin , which aoth ſs eaſily beſet ws, 
&Cc. Looking unto Ieſus ; Mark, Look. 
ing, to ſhew that there is a moſt {ingu. 
larvertue and energic in the fight of 
Chriſt, by a true and lively faith to 
ſubdue finne, and therefore I beſeech 
you looke upto Chrift, and elevate 
your mindes a little, avd doe not al. 
wayes and onely pore upon your fins: 
For that can doe you no good , but 
Chriſt can, Chrift will; and will not 
you look upon him? O go, go: nay 
run, as it is like they did that were 
ſtung of the fiery Serpents; and be- 
hold: him as lifted up; 1le nor fay in 
the wildernefſe, but in rhe * Churches 
of Chriſt figniſicd , as venerable Bede 
hath well notedit, by the wildernefle. 
| Let me adde, becauſe it contained the 

ople of God: for are not youpitti- 
(tully ſtung too of Satan, and anumber 
| of ſtinging fins, like ſo many fiery Sor- 
[pents, and therefore why doye look 
.one upon another, and why doye caſt 


your eyes ſo much upon your ſoares 
; and 
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or the Roſe of Sbarvs. 


and wounds , which your fins made in 
your bleeding conſciences? This is 
not the way to health ; No: No: you 


muſt look up to Chrift,and thereforeT 


can to eye Chriſt, that yon may 


cured outwardly. 

Youwill fay unto me, how would 
you haye us to look upon Chritt. 

1. Ianſwer with the Apoſtle, Heb. 
{ 12. 3, Conſider him that endured fuch 
contradictions of finners againſt kim- 
ſelf, and ſo * eye him, behevingiz to 
be ſo indeed that you may be moved 
by his * example patiently ro endure 
the like. Againe, 2. confiderall his 
other bitter pavgs and paſtons, bur 
eſpecially the ſtupendious effuſion of 
his moſt precious blood, and beleeve 
verily that he ſbed it, and ſuffered fo; 
much as he did for the good of his, to 
ſave them from their f1us , and from 
his fathers wrath, and to give them 
everlaſting life , 7ph. to. 15. 28. eb. 
6.33. Maith, 1. 21. 110h. 1, 7. Hebr. 


ou 
be healed of Chriſt inwardly , as they | 4 
that beheld the brazen Serpent were 


| 9. 12. 


fay again ran , and makeall the haſte - 


militie, 
chafticie, 
lobrieme, 
mecknefle, 
mercibul- 
nes, berig- 
nitte , 1an- 
Rirte, that 
a duc and 
and ſcrious 
conſiders | 
tion there- 
ct, may & 
muſt moxe 
us to A 
carefulli» 
!C4; ation 
of the 
ſame, 
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1.Grouzd. 


* Chriſtus 
enjm <1 bo- 
ws alle pa 
flor Aug, in 
Loc. 

2, 
* Which 
words alſo 
are to be 
underſtood 
of Chriſt, 
Id m 
Loc. 
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9. 12. 14. Epheſ. 2. 13. 16. Coloſſ. 2. 14. 

4+ But reft not here when you have 
ſoen Chriſt by faith afſenting to the 
word of truth concerning him , you 
muſt go farther yct and apply or take 
him inwardly, as men take Roſes con- 
ſerved or diſtilled into their bodies, 
beleeving verily, that Chriſt not one- 


alſo for every one of you in ſpeciall, 
to free you from his fathers wrath,and 


willdoforyouin allthe 25. Caſes fo 
merly propounded as much as may be 
ſately defired and expected. 

Thus r. the Saints of God didever 
apply him in their ſeverall times and 
exigenciesas you may ſee lob ty. 25. 
Eſa.9.6. ler.23.6. * Pſal.23. 1. Luk. 1. 
47. loh. 20. 28. Gal. 2, 20. 1 Pet. 2. 24, 
1 loh.2.1. Revel.1.5.6. 

2. And thus the Lords Secretaries 
and pen-men of the holy Ghoit, per- 
ſwade us to appropriate and to apply 
Chrift ro our poor & languiſhing ſouls 
as you may lee, * Pſal. 34.8. Zach.g.g. 

om. 


— 
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ly died for his people in generall, but| 


from fins tyranny , and to intitle you} 
to everlaſting life. In a word there; 


lt. oh. 


or the Roſe of Sharon. 


| Rom.13. 14. * Epheſ. 4-24. 1 10h.2.12. 

| 3. Yea; thus Chriſt himſelfiovites 
[us to take and apply himſelf; heare 
| him ſpeak himſelf if you will not be- 
 lceve me. 

| Comeeateof my bread an1 drink of my 
»;ne, faith he, which 1 harve mineled, 
* taatis, partake of thoyſe good things 
waica my father would have me to 
communicate unto you., Prov. g. F. 


\Againe, * Ho every one that thirfteth 
\ceme ye torhe* waters , and he that hath 
7ey come ye buy and eate, yea, come 

buy- mine and milke? milke it ye be 
U IZAKe , wingit ye be ſad, without mo. 
x; and without price,or freely, Eſa. 55. 
\1._ Again, it any man bearhirſt, ler 
aitu come unto me and drink, tharis, 
tr him detive from me by a lively 
\* quench his thurfting after the things 
'of this world , ah. 7. 37. adde Mairh. 
It. 23, Mark. } AS ſee by all 
theſe ſacred paſlpes*, what warrant 
vou have to apply Chriſt and toper- 
lwade your ſelves, that Chriſt willdo 


R 'rauch 


b, 


faith ſo much ſpirituall grace as may | 


" hnjue raumdi 
tor you what may be done. For as 


* Tremell. | 
18 (0c, 


* Eft oproita- 
tio Ch li, 
lorem im (6, 
* (nat 13, 
to the free 
oifrs of the 
Spirit. 
Haym 61 
bg * 


* P:gt £0- 
rt: 1 1m 
{a'nidrem 
01: 4n,mam 
7ejciat, et 
omnem eſti 
Mupidutatum 


reſfpuouat 
Cyill, 
Fob, c, 10% 
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much, as ke both invites you to come 
{untohim, and alſo tels you what you 
| ſhall have and findein him , when you 
come unto him , and take him into 
| your very ſouls, as you take meat and 
drigk into your bodies, namely,what- 
ſoeveris neceflary for thelife of your 
fouls ſhadowed forth by bread , and 
{ wine, and milk, and water, which 
| things, as yeknow, are moſt neceſſary 
and uſefull forthe preſervation of the 
jaaturall life of man, and therefore i 

| Gods name take, yea, eate, and drink 
|Chriſt, even moſt confidently and 
| [boldly , as the onely ſoveraign medi 
] cinall Roſe or Roſe-water,which muſt 
| revive and cure your {un-ſick foules, 
| | _—_— your ſelves , that ia all the 
| 


| The excellency of Cbrift, | 


{forciaid Caſes , he will doe tor you 

| what 1s to be done for your everlaſt- 

{inghealth., 

' . Rule. 5. But withall, I muſt adviſe 

| that as men, who are to take bodily 
Phyſick are to pray unto God for a 
blefing, fo beleeving you will be- 
ſech and invocate the Lord Jeſus 

» (Cbriſt, who ts both Phyſick as a Roſe, 
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or the Roſe of Sharon. 


and the Phyficiars himſelf, as he is a 
Saviour, that he will blefle your en- 
deayours, and make himſelfeffetuall 
unto your poore and ſickly ſouls. 
More particulatly, that like a Roſe 
he will purge outcholer, and hatred, 
and luftfulnefſe, and cnvie, and pride, 
and every other corruption , that you 
may be moſt troubled with , and that 
hewillcleere your fight, that you may 
ſee your finfulnefſe more then you 
did, and take away your ftonte hearts, 
'that you may be able to mourn er to 
grieve more for your finnes then you 
ta, and that he will diſſolve all ftop-, 
Swithin you, and cnlarge your 
Cres , that ſo you may run after him 
in the way of kis cammandements, 
andthat he will be pleaſed to eftabliſh 
your hearts, and to pardon your of- 
fences, and to give reſt unto your 
fouls, and to take away all trembling 
from your hearts. Moreoyer , pray 


decay, norto be ſddead as ſometimes 


bim with all humblenefle of minde, 
that he will whe your graces to} - 
h 
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youare,” but rather will quicken ywur | 


Ra fjurics,| 
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fpirits, and when you be athirſt after 
more grace , that he will ſatisfie you, 
and when you begin to thirſt too in- 
ordinately after the things of this life, 
that he will quench your thirſt, that 
you thirſt ſo no more , and when his 
tathers wrath is kindled againſt you, 
that he will appeaſe it, and whenyou 
be comfortleſfſe and have lofta deare 
friend, that he will comfort you, and 
when you are {ick in body and weake 
in faith, that he will ftrengrhen you, 
[hus according to the Caſes formerly 
proſecuted beſcech Chriſt to be good 
[unto you, and if he ſeeme to be 
ſtrange, and inexorable then urge 
him, as the good Shunamite the Pro- 
-| her E/:ſh2, when her ſonue was dead, 
ſaving, As the Lord liveth and as thy 
ſcnl lructh 1 will aot leave thee , 2 King. 
2x 0:4, 4. 30. Sofay thou unto Chriſt as thou 
p+{s<=|[iveſt, I will notleave thee till thou 
[4 ++, help me, or as * Chryſoſtome would 
1-ve4,2%« | have us, unlefſe thou give me what ac- 
[x5 |cording tothy will I defire of thee, 1 
cext, © 5: MH : : 

+ t:4c4 | will not beleeve thee, affuring thy lelf 
{-3-4:4, {chat thou ſhalt impetrate, and have 
| Gory/o8. 4 what 
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what thus * importunarely thou doeſt | *1c muy: 
poſtulate and crave. See Lxy+.18. 1,2,3,| 93 
4,5,6,7. Matth, 15. 26, 27. how Chritt |:v.e,,, fee 
himſelf would both have us ro be ina- | m n'ake 
portune, and inftanr,and how be com. #15 © 
mendeth the woman of Canaan which | «.}! vic 
was fo conftant, aud weuld not give |=! pur 
him over till he did help her, And I __ F 
could tell you even of many wonders, | {>ir 1-4. 
which fervent and importunate pray-|*7 &"- 
ivg hath wrought from rime to time, | bhey 
conſtraining Chriſt ro}elphiz people, | turn of 

| which prayed even beyond bope and | F100"?! 
imagination , and contrery to the| 

| courſe of nature to encourage yoÞ, | 
| but Ile content my ſelf with one in-| 
; tance onely for the preſenc, which|,,  , 
| may ſuffice. * When Solyw.in:s had | & won, p, 
| belieged Ganzain Hungary , and cighr | 589. 

' companies were entred inthe middeſt 
'of the town , there was gathered in a 
houſe a company of women,children, j 
and imporent folk, which made ſuch 
anoife with their cry and prayers, that 
wenatupto heaven, as thar rhe Turks 
thoughr anew ſupply did come again | 
\thzm , and folefc che citic again, any | 
| R 3 COLK- 
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compounded with it, whereupon that 
poore place was miraculouſly prefer. 
ved, and therefore I ſay again pray 
whenſoever you be in any diftrefle, 
though you can have bur as little hope 
a5 they of that little citie, Chrift him- 
ſelf ſeeming to be againſt you, as he 
ſeemed tobe utterly againſt the good 


'|womanof Canaan, yet pray , and ſay 


unto him as ſhe ſaid , Lord help, nay 
cry and cry even mightily as the ſame 
Canaan petitioner,and as the ſaid poor 
women and cluldrenof Gunzadid cry 
laying againe, and againe, andagaine, 
Lord help, andif that will not do it, 
cry again both day and night, uſing 
the ſame words, or ſome ſuch like, 6 
Lord Jeſus, ſweet Roſe of Sharon, help: 
for we are grievouſly vexed of the 
Devill, or thus, Lord help, for we are 
Stievouſly rormented of thy fathers 
wrath, or thus, Lord help; for weare 
grievoully perplexed by reaſon of fin. 


Thus in all the foreſaid Caſes cry out! 


tor help, and * doubt you not but that 
as Chrilt ſaid at laſt to the good wo- 


man of Canaan ; 0 woman, great « thy 


fait 


=e =” o—_ = 


— uw ww — —_ — rs «as wc 


or the Reſeof Sharon, | 
faith be it unts thee as theuwilt ; So, a5| 
that her daughter was made whole | 
from that very houre. Matth. iy. 28.| 
and 2s that good people of Gnnza was 


blefſedly preferved upon their loud- 
crying won youalfofhal be like-] 
| 


wiſe moſt happily and wonderfall 
delivered and made whole thou 
not inthe ſame houre , when you wall, 
yet moſt cerrafaly when * God will, 
which clauſe leadeth me to an other 
rule whith I muſt adde in the nexr 
place. As for this I have v it ſo 
much the more, becaufe I know ye 
necdit moſt, and are like to gun by it 
moſt, the Lord giving a. bleſſing to 


your endeavours and mine, which I 


citull hands. 
6. Again, as they that take bodily 


Phyfick muſt have patience to waite 


applyed Chrift , that moſt medicinall 
kofe of Sharon , and prayed moſt patt- 


opt work, ſoyeu, having taken or} . 


40. 1. till heincline his eare unto you, 
and helpyou, For therefore it 1s wrtg- 


—_ 


ently waite with blefſed DPaw4, Pal. | 


——  < Wo 


i | _ 


* For God 


 conhdercy) 
| al} rirnes of 
þ thy lſe, 


and ſtill 


 chafeth che 


beft and 


 firrſt to 


2nſwer thy 
prayers un. 
Gorodwmn, 


humbly and heartily crave at his mer- | #ie. 


6. Rule. 
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much 11 
2:11:12 the 
-hingic 
ielf. Good- 
| wil in his 
reurne of 
prayers. 


Þ. þ 4%, 


"x9, 


{1s, 1n his own time, 
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ren. He that b:leeverh | namely in 
Chrift , ſhall make 20 haſt * or muſt make 
0 haſt ] namely , "our of 1 impatience, 
ſoas to © flic as ane travllates the * ori- 
ginall, Eſa; 28. x6. ard hence itisthat 
one of the ancient , who by Davids 
bleſſed mans, Pſal. 1. x, underſtanderh| 
Chriſt him{clt obſerverh in him well, 
chat hes a tree of life oringing forth 
his fruit in due ſeaſon. w2rſ. 3. *that 
wich himſelicals 
his © hozre, laying to bis bl&dcd mo- 


6 Mp or? ſua, | 


ther, m27ne houre i; not. et come,namely,' 
[tO Turn water into wine, lohn 2. 4. fo: 
.tharyou muſt not be dilinaid , though 
' he do nor deliver you by -and by from! 
'your fins, and croſſes, when you cry, | 
concluding char he will reverhelp or 
heale you, becauſe he anſwers nor your 

expectation, when you would. No, 

buras good old S:me9 waited along 
rime for the conſolation cf 1frae), rill 
he met his much defired Savicur,moſt: 
bappily and joytully in rhe Lords! 
Temple, where alſo he di id embrace 
him wich the moſt heartie and dear- 
eft embraces of his rendercft affection 


both 


OE — __— 2 u—_— 


_ 
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both in the arms of his bleſſed bedy, | 
and'with che arms of his moſftprectous | 
faith , having been formetly'afſured | 
by adivine revelation fromthe ſpiricf | Tore. 
of God that he ſhoviIdnot ſeedeath | all him s 
before he had ſeen the'Lord- Chrift, 'mnweghr 
Luk. 2.26. ſo you are to waite in like [—_— 
manner for that confolition, cafc, and; pub tike- 
help, which you door ſhall defice, till} wie 2p- 
Chrift ſendirinhis own tirhe, having | F2nee® 

een heretofore ſufficiently promiſed j mealure of 
in the like manner , that fooner or la-| B45 3nd 
ter before you be unmanned by death, | comfors, 
and diſſolved , you ſhall haveas much | wwardly 
help from the Lord Chriſt as is need- — 
fulland * convenient for you, which} x: 3.£16e 
ſecuritie or promiſe ought to content CH 
you. Andtheretore I (ay again waite: | — 
For the viſion & yet for an appointed time, | bleſſings 
but in the end it ſhall ſpeak , and not ye, | **wacdly 
though it tarry, waite for it, becauſe 1t will \ 
ſurely come, it will nat tarry , faith God 
himſelf, not 1, Habak. 2. 3. 

It you aske me what time the Lord 

doth uſually help. q 
d his help 


* For the 


caved P1o, 
26, & 
{ anſwer, 1. When younce 
moſt, being ready to link, Mat.$.24.26. 


2, When' = 


| 


2 
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2. Whenyou are mot fit for it, be. 
ing humbled, Eſa. 57. 15. Sothat ac. 
cordingly you may expect his help 
ſooner, or later. 

7. Asthey that take corporall Phy- 
fick keep their chamber, ſo muſtevye. 
7 one of you taking, orhaving taken 

hriſt the Rofe of Sharon , as fpirituall 
Phyſick for the gavd of his poor ſoul. 
Keepe the chamber or cloſet of his 
heart with all diligence,as it 1s written, 
Keep thy heart with all diligence, or with 
all * cuſtodie and watchfulneſſe, as the! 
originall more emphatically import. 
eth, Prov. 4. 23. Keeping faſt your 
doores, I meane your ſenſes, and not 
ſuffering any cold or infectious aireto 
come in, 

If you aske me how ſhall we doto 
keepe our hearts thus with all dili-' 
gence? | 
} anſwer. 1. Stopping every little) 
hole or occaſion that may let in the 
leaft coldnefle, 

2. Keep faſt your doores, that is, 

our ſenſes not ſuffering any coldnefle 


orinfecious aire , that is, infecting 
objecs' 


Ld 


| 


> — 


or the Roſe of Sharos. 
objectsor matters tocome,in/ob 38.1. 
Pſal. 39.1. 

3. Pray God toaflift you herein, as 
Daviddid, ſaying, Set awatch, © Lord, 
before my mouth,keep the doore of my lips. 
You may fay moreover , keepe mine 
eyesalſo, 6 Lord, andthe doores of 
mine cares, and watch my heart that 
I mayneither take a cold, nor any 0- 
cherintetion.I humbly beſeech thee. 

4. If thoſe domeſftikes, that are 
with thee in the chamber, that is, thoſe 
ſinfull motions, which are * bred inthe 
heart, do offer to open thy doores 
and togo out,and ſots let in the cold- 
nefſe and infeion, whith ever fol- 
loweth them, 1. obſerve. 2. queſtion. 
3. check. and 4.reſtraine them forth- 
with, and ſuffer them not to rapge 10 
like Dina, Ger. 34. 1. and togoinand 
out. Nay, 5. ſhut them out of your 
doores quite , and let them ſtay or 
lodge no longer within you , remem- 
bring the words of the Lord , Jer. 4- 
14.How long ſhall thy vain thoughts lodge 
within thee, or be ſoapproved, tolera- 
ted, entertained , as gueſts that are 
moſt 
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moſt welcome,and are even intreited 
to ſtay day afrer day,nighr after night, 
and fo do ftay , and contiaue with the 
entertainer, as the * originall doth 
moſt ({ignificantly imply ſo much, and 
more too, then I can well exprefſe 
here, or have exprefſed heretofore, 
touching the fame matter in the ſc- 
cond generall ufe opon another oc- 
cafion, 

Lyftly, Taking or having taken 
Chriſt char moſt medicinall and ope- 
rative Roſe of Sh:ron , you are as pati- 
ents to keep clo{2 rothe fire, or rather 
to three ſeverall fires ; by 


pp. Aztiac, 
p 48- 
2 Fire, 


x. Thinking much and ofcen on 
that moſt formidable fire of hel which 
[hill never goour, Eſa. 66. 24. * That 
ſo you may keep down your bodtes of ſen, 
as Parl did, 1 Corinth. g.27. beingever 
moft carefull ro be evea univerſally 
obſequious and obediear to Gods fa- 
cred Law. 

2. By muſfing ever on the word of, 
truth and promiſe ,- with holy David, | 
P[al. 119. 97. asa2 other fice , which 
alſo ſhall never go our, 1:xer. 23.29, | 
1 Pet. | 


k3 


[x Pet. x. 23. that ſoit may like a pillar | 


or the Rof, e of Sharos. 252 | 


of fire conduct you fſately thorow the 
great and terrible wildernefle of this] 
men-devouring world into the cele- 

ſtiall Canaan, notſufferingyou cither | 
to ſtumble againſt the ſtone of tumb- 
ling and rock of offence, which is | 
Chriſt, accidentally, x Per. 2.8. or to 
wander totally and finally out of the | 
way of Gods commandements, Pal. 
119. 6. 9.105. and may likewiſe warme 
your faint and ſickly fouls , when they 
begin to ccole, blazing and flaming, 
as1T were, about your heads, & hearts, | 
and vibrating, or ſending forth now | 
this, then that moſt ſweer and preci-| 
ous promiſe, Beſides a number of o-| 
ther holy truths and paſſages , like fo' 
many hot burning ſparks of fire, | | 
whereby your cooling brains and! 
breaſts may be re. heated , and re-| 
enlivencd, andſo conſequently moft! 
blefledly re-enabled to hold out and 
and to perſevere untotheend, inthe 
metaphyſicalland ſupernaturalltakivg | 
of the moſt efteCtuall Roſe of Sharon, ' 


2 Pet. I. I9» 


—_— 


is 
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| 3. By holding forth alſo your very 
heads and hearts againft that ever 
- [burning fire, which is God himſelf 
blefled for ever, Hebrews 12. 19. and 

bathing your raviſhed and aſpirin 

thoughts even tnoft deliciouſly an 
frequently in the' hotte burning 
flames, or manifeſtation of that mel 
_ tholy and everliving eflence, even as 
ablefled Martyr, being condemned|. 
tobe burnt alive , did even bathe his 
hands in the flames of fire, to evi- 
dence and todeclire the unconcetra. 
ble and unexpreſſable delight. and 
joy which he tooke and felr in the 
midſt of the fire, ſo do you in like 
manner manifeſt and ſhew forth your 
inexplicable delight and foul-raviſh- 
ing content, which you take in God 
and Chrift, by ſo thinking upon God 
much ang ofren, yea, ever with * 19. 
ſeph , and * David : that ſo you may 
be ever afraid, as loſeph was, to fin 
againſt his Sacred Majeftie, Geneſis 
39- 9. and alſo may be ever warme 
and fire-hot, as it were, in atteCti- 
on, but then eſpecially , when =_ 
O 


— 


or the Roſe of Sharon. {| 


[do take and apply, or have taken 
that molt (weet, moſt fragrant, moſt 
pleaſant , moſt eperative , and ſalu- 
tiferous Roſe of Sharon Chrift Jeſus, 
our moſt deare and bleſſed Sa- 
yiour , to be adored and 
magnificd for ever 
and ever. 
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menr of his Sacred Supper. 
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| 5. In the reading of ſuch good books,as are 
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written ot him by holy men, 
. In.bis beſt beloved people, converſing 
wich them as with Chriſt, whole Image 
" they beare, and members they are: 


e re after . 
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